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The Address by the Commanding Officer

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this issue of the Ranger
Magazine and to get an opportunity to mention a few of the highlights of
201 7.

Although in many ways this was to be a year of consolidation after the
achievements of the unit in making Battlegroup Jacka “Ready”, no small
feat in itself, and which was a testament to the leadership of our previous
commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Tom Biederman, and his team.
A shift of focus from collective training at the combat team level back to
individual and small teams was our aim.

The year started with Force Preservation Training, as always, in the
comfort of the National Service Lines at Puckapunyal. An opportunity for
many of us to get acquainted with one another for the first time, given
that a number of personnel had posted into and out of the battalion over
the Christmas and New Year period.

The thing that struck me immediately, as | first spoke to the assembled
groups, was the sense of pride and professionalism within the unit. It
was in equal parts daunting and inspiring. A group of new members
were welcomed into the unit and work commenced.

Throughout the year and the many training activities conducted, the Ops
team — consisting of Major Andrew McQuilkin, Warrant Officer Class Two
Glenn Scott and Sergeant Dan Purcell — have been the core of our success. Their work has ensured that every activity has
been conducted to a high standard and | sincerely thank them for their efforts.

| also need to thank the company commanders — Major Shane Armstrong (Admin), Major Jason Beck (Alpha), Major

Stan Carnes (Bravo) and Captain Ted Guinea (Charlie) - for their work throughout the year. The challenges of dealing with
dispersed personnel in multiple depots over broad geographic areas were theirs and they rose to it. Strong training programs
that complemented and worked towards each of our training activities were used successfully throughout the year. The
battalion XO, Major Cliff Gowers needs to also be acknowledged for his work on governance activities. Hardly the most
martial of activities but essential to the successful running of the unit and he continues to perform well.

Over the course of the year we have committed approximately 50 personnel to either the Transit Security Element (TSE)
operations or onto Rifle Company Butterworth (RCB). For the latter, our Ops team and Orderly Room, led by Warrant Officer
Class Two Gary Kirk, formed the backbone of the mounting headquarters and ensured all 4 Brigade personnel were well
prepared prior to their departure in the first week of November. A job well done.

Continued individual development has also been one of the key drivers this year. Headquarters 4th Brigade have been
running a junior officer development program but their efforts have been underpinned within the unit by the unit's Adjutant,
Captain Sam Beverly, who has made it one of his personal goals to improve the skills of the subalterns, both practically and
theoretically. Although | am not convinced the lieutenants particularly enjoyed it at the time, | am sure they would agree with
its benefits; in hindsight. Excellent work, Adjt.

The unit associations aligned with us have also continued their good work. | was particularly pleased to host Dick and Brian
from the 8/7 & 2 RVR Association, who visited during our military skills weekend and awarded prizes to the champion soldier
and the champion section — won by members of Charlie Company. BHQ also hosted a meeting of the RVR Association in
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August. A contingent led by Neil Grimes, President of the Association and former CO of 5/6 RVR, spent the evening at the
depot, culminating with a visit to the Ranger Museum. Myself and the RSM were also honoured to be guests at the annual
8/7 & 2 RVR Association Dinner held at the Warrnambool depot in October. Many thanks to all who turned up on the night
and made it something to remember.

Throughout the year we have had many ceremonial occasions that we have supported. Of course ANZAC Day was the
largest, with some 26 separate catafalque parties mounted over the course of a few days. Additionally, | was given the
honour of leading the ANZAC Day march through Ballarat — something that will live with me forever, not least because of the
rain. We have also supported or been in attendance for the Ballarat RSL 100th Anniversary celebrations, the unveiling of the
Boer War Memorial in Canberra, Buninyong Avenue of Honour Rededication parade, Vietnam Veterans Day and Bahgallah
WW1 Centenary Commemoration; amongst many others.

Some of the most heartening activities | have been involved with have been the opportunity to celebrate the achievements
of our officers and soldiers. This year we have presented two Soldiers’ Medallions — to LCPL Champion (A Coy) and LCPL
Grice (Admin Coy) — and promoted a significant number of soldiers to Lance-Corporal and Corporal. It is pleasing to see
these young men and women continue to strive for advancement. A team from Charlie Company won the 4th Brigade
Military Skills competition and will represent the Brigade at the 2nd Division Military Skills competition next year. They were
the stand out competitors over the course of the activity and no one could doubt their professionalism and skills.

Recently, we have been honoured to learn that the Governor of Victoria, Her Excellency, The Honourable Linda Dessau AC,
has agreed to be the Representative Colonel of the Royal Victoria Regiment. The Commander of the 4th Brigade, Brigadier
David Westphalen; the Commanding Officer of the 5th/6th Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Josh Jardine; and | were honoured
guests at Government House to meet with the Governor and discuss the role. Her Excellency is heavily engaged in the
process and looking forward to supporting the activities of the Regiment.

So that is the year that was and we now look to 2018. The unit will continue to work towards the next iteration of Battlegroup
Jacka, whilst implementing the outcomes from the 2nd Division’s Capability Enhancement Review (CER).

The CER will have some significant impacts on 8/7 RVR. We will see the Sunshine depot; currently A Coy, 5/6 RVR, become
B Coy, 8/7 RVR; and see a jump of approximately 20% in our numbers. Our Monegeetta depot will remain with Bravo
Company but the remaining elements of our existing Bravo Company at Ballarat and Warrnambool will become part of the
reorganised Charlie Company. Additionally, those members at Warrnambool, Mildura and Swan Hill depots will have their
parading patterns changed to reflect the CER requirements. But along with that will come some additional recruiting for
those locations in an effort to build their numbers. Sadly, it will also mean the loss of a number of Admin Company members
to 4 CSSB. Although all of these changes will present some challenges, it is nothing the unit has not seen or done before
and which ultimately will be carried out to the unit’s betterment.

As is always the case, the end of the year sees numerous postings in and out. Our core team will remain remarkably stable,
however we will bid farewell to our Regimental Sergeant Major, Warrant Officer Class One Barry Fawcett; who leaves to take
up the same role at the 7th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, in South Australia. The RSM has been a fantastic asset
for the unit; a thorough professional who is always seeking to develop the best in the unit and its members. For a CO new to
command, he has been the ideal sounding board and common sense check, providing wise counsel and ensuring optimal
outcomes. | will be forever grateful for his work and can only wish him the best of luck in his new posting.

For all the others posting out, we look forward to seeing you upon your return to the Battalion; to those posting in to the unit,
welcome.

Finally; to the members of the Battalion, continue your good soldiering; and to the families, thank you for your ongoing
support. Without it we would not be able to provide the capability this nation deserves.

David Cadogan-Cowper
Lieutenant Colonel
Commanding Officer

8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment
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RSM’s Foreword

It 2017 once again started will the mandatory force preservation
training which is considerably important to set the momentum for
the year. Of particular note this year was the Adjutant installing his
high standards of physical training on the Battalion, ensuring they
conducted BFAs on both the Saturday and Sunday. | also heard him
mention something about this developing mental resilience in the unit
also.

| would like to take this opportunity to personally thank the Unit’s
Operations Cell for their professional dedication and capability
focused work ethic. Of particular note, | would like to commend
Sergeant Dan Purcell on his performance over the last two years in
the Operations Cell. SGT Purcell’s skills, knowledge and attributes
are beyond reproach and should be an example for all reservists to
achieve for. | personally thank SGT Purcell for his service on behalf
of the Battalion. | wish SGT Purcell all the very best for the next step
in his journey in the Army, that being posted to the 1st Battalion, the
Royal Australian Regiment.

| am once again proud to say that the Officers and Soldiers of the
Battalion have professionally stood shoulder to shoulder with your
Regular Army brothers and sisters and contributed to the Chief of Army’s 10 Lines of Effort, the Reserve Transformation.
More so now than ever, we are capability driven and if we are not contributing to the Army’s Mission, we are simply
bystanders; bystander’s that will be left wanting whilst the rest are ready to deploy. | ask that everyone is brilliant at the basics
and for everyone to display professional mastery. We must take every opportunity to improve ourselves and our teams. All
members, regards of Corps, must maintain their readiness and proficiencies. | remind you of the Army Mission Statement
that is pertinent to us all; to provide a potent, versatile and modern Army to promote the security of Australia and to protect
its people and interests.

It has been an absolute honour to be the Regimental Sergeant Major of 8th/7th Battalion, the Royal Victoria Regiment;
“Country Victoria’s Own”. The Battalion has achieved noteworthy mentions this year, and you should all be proud for having
contributed to this in some small or big way. | wish you and your families all the best for Christmas 2017 and a mission '

focussed 2018.

Barry Fawcett
Regimental Sergeant Major

8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment

DUTY AND HONOUR
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8/7 RVR Wins 4 Bde Mil Skills!

| was honoured to be asked to represent 8/7 in the
Brigade Mil Skills competition and thought there were
others far better suited to take this honour. As time drew
nearer to the event those that were better suited fell
away and in Steven Bradbury fashion i, along with a rag
tag bunch of diggers from Monegeetta, Bendigo and
Shepparton were left standing to carry the flag for 8/7
RVR. We didn’t even have enough to make a section.

The event began with a 10km Tough Mudder course in
which we completed the course at a good pace. Tackling
objectives together and maintaining a tight group for the
run sections in between objectives we did well.

After the Tough Mudder we began the Mil Skills part

by completing 4 of 6 assessment stands. These were
AACF with a contact in a defensive position, first aid &
stretcher carry, section attack and construct a cat wire
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obstacle. The last two assessments were Establish a
CP tent for a PLHQ with PW handling and Site a CP
tent with hardened generator. We completed each task
set out with the stretcher carry being the toughest. After
concluding the six stands a six hour navigation exercise
began, 20 checkpoints within the time frame.

We completed 10 with a couple of wrong turns and some
learning along the way as some of the inexperienced
diggers took turns in navigating.
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The shooting phase of the competition included LF6,
(the highest score getting the top shot award and it was
also scored as a section for the top section shoot award)
followed by a kilometre run and falling plate shoot.

As it turned out we won the Brigade Mil Skills and we
came equal first for Top Section Shooting Silver Plate.
We also had the Top Shot of the competition in our 6
man section.




After some reflection | felt | was lucky to have been involved with a good bunch of guys that pushed through the challenging
times, did what was asked and generally worked hard. We didn’t do anything special; we just got the job at hand done.

Overall it was a great event; it was well organised and executed. We all had a great time however the real test will be the
Divisional Mil Skills, then England, HERE WE COME!!!

LCPL Orazio Campanale
Sect Comd
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A Coy

When | look back on my first year as OC A Company, | think firstly of our achievements for the year — and secondly of what
we seek to achieve in the future.

| came to 8/7 RVR as an officer whose experience at all rank levels was much more based on service in 5/6 RVR. With the
healthy rivalry between the two battalions, and serving so long in 5/6, | had always been one of the first to poke fun at our
country cousins. But from the first day | took command of 8/7’s biggest rifle company, | have learnt three things about my
troops - they can shoot, they can run, and they show up — most of the time, anyway, and we’re working on that. As regards
everything else, we can train them. And, when | say “we”, I'd like to express at the outset the good fortune | had in arriving
to such a cracking company command team; My 2IC Captain Francis Dignam, an administrative powerhouse and a man
steeped in the recent history of the battalion; My CSM, WO2 Pete Hardcastle, another long-serving and well-known member
of 8/7 RVR; my deeply experienced and capable CQ, Sergeant Pete Marsh completed the side. Add Lieutenants Alejandro
Zambrano-Perez and Mark Djurovic—both of whom | had a little to do with in their officer training — and later Lieutenant
Simon Hampson, and the officer ranks were complete. And with three experienced platoon sergeants — Tim Knight, Nick
Arundell and Rodney Spong - the platoon commanders had all the administrative and training support they needed.

But no ARES command team would be complete without its ARA component—WO2 Mitchell Nielsen and Sergeant Aaron
Marcelino have worked tirelessly day-to-day to support the part-time force. Let me say at the outset that what we have
achieved this year has only been possible because of the committed and thoughtful effort of this group of men—I thank
every one of them.

| have to be honest in admitting that | joined the Army Reserve as a firearms enthusiast (and indeed | remain one). But along
the way, and particularly as | assumed command positions, it became about the people. And those who serve under me
now are the equal of any | have commanded in the past 30 years. | think back to that first Tuesday night earlier this year
when | arrived at the Laverton depot and introduced myself to the first ranking member | saw— Sergeant Marcelino and
within five minutes | was reunited with officers | already knew, and was at home from that first moment. (For those unfamiliar
with our Laverton accommodations, | should make the point that they are, by any standards — well, Spartan. There are
some excellent examples of 1940s mahogany, but the utility of the former No. 1 Aircraft Supply Squadron building, and

its accompanying hangar, perhaps leave something to be desired for an Australian infantry rifle company under the IBM
construct in 2017. Meanwhile, our Geelong cohort enjoys a facility so luxurious it could comfortably house a battalion).

So the year began, as always, with the annual readiness and Force Preservation weekend, this time at the former National
Service Lines at Puckapunyal, familiar to many of the old guard from the 3 Trg Group days. Then came the usual round of
AIRN shoots, BFAs and mandatory training. To the amusement of those assembled, the BFA track came up a little short,
enabling a most enjoyable re-test bright and early the next morning. But what was really happening here was that a group
of men and women, many new to the Battalion, was coming together for the first time, looking at the lay of the land and
forming the command teams that would take us through the next year.

From the outset, incoming CO Lieutenant-Colonel David Cadogan-Cowper gave his battalion command team clear and
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precise guidance as to how he wanted the year’s training to progress. Input from his command team was both encouraged
and welcomed. As part of the weekend, it was a pleasure for all to see Alpha’s Sgt Tim Knight presented with his 20-year
service rosette — a fitting reward for one of the most active members of the Company. Very strong results in the AIRN
statistics, and the completion of our annual mandatory training, laid the foundation for the year’s operations. As always,
Alpha Company had a wide range of support tasks for Anzac Day across its catchment area, including the pre-dawn service
in Geelong and the Ocean Grove service, both of which required catafalque parties. The Company hopes to march as a
formed group in Geelong on Anzac Day next year, with plans currently being laid.

With ceremonial and commemoration activities concluded, the scene was set for the Battalion’s field weekends. An early
highlight was field firing on HE ranges, with the 84mm Carl Gustav the centre of attention. Through extensive Tuesday night
lead-up training, many of the Company'’s soldiers took the opportunity to qualify on about the heaviest weapon most ARES
infantry soldiers will regularly fire — and enjoyed the experience. The range was run by A Coy, principally by the CSM, Trg WO
and staff. In addition to some very loud bangs, a couple of minor fires were produced, and swiftly extinguished to Range
Control’s satisfaction.

A section-level training weekend was held in bush not far from Ballarat, in what proved to be a very workable training
area. Alpha Company’s trainees for this weekend consisted almost entirely of section commanders and 2ICs, so a very
experienced section indeed was on show. There was inevitably some head-butting among the Alpha males in regards to
command positions, but all attempts were made to share the exposure. It was a vital refresher that resulted in our junior
commanders getting to know each other far better.

This led nicely to a platoon-level training weekend, run by A Coy, in which a company minus consisting of two platoons
conducted an exercise at Puckapunyal, with both platoons deploying to the field to conduct a training exercise aimed at
practising patrolling skills and IMT. Lieutenants Zambrano-Perez and B Company’s Liz Normand ably took command of their
respective platoons and gained much training value in the ensuing exercise. This was echoed by their troops, many of whom
had not exercised at platoon level for quite some time. Live firing came around again, for another full weekend — this time
with the rifle, pistol and machine-gun, and the MAG-58 in a range of LFs. Many soldiers took the opportunity to qualify on
the MAG-58 and the less often used service pistol, a novelty for many soldiers.

All this led towards the Battalion military skills weekend, in which Alpha Company was able to add two teams to the one
each provided by Bravo and Charlie. Despite their best efforts, the Alpha teams were ultimately narrowly bested by the
Charlie team, which went on to win the Brigade military skills competition later in the year. The Alpha males look forward to
next year’s rematch. Very pleasingly, this weekend also saw several Alpha Company private soldiers take their first step on
the leadership ladder, assuming promotion to the rank of lance-corporal.

The year’s end also saw the Company coming to grips with the new chest webbing and packs issued as part of the Solder
Combat Ensemble, and the Company looks forward to using the new kit in the field next year. Finally, a combined officers
and NCOs dinner was held for the two Victorian battalions at Laverton on Remembrance Day, with the usual round of
promotions, and hails and farewells. As the year ends, with its wrap-up routines as we move into the stand-down period,
we’re holding a civilian range shoot for the company’s firearms enthusiasts, of which there is more than a handful.

SGT Nick Arundell has arranged a day at the SSAA Little River range. Sadly, early hopes of the loan of a .50 calibre rifle for
the day were dashed, but there have been promising signs of a range of rifles to be fired, and the prospect of some 5.56mm
sponsorship from the likes of Winchester. The venerable .303 and a new Warwick WFA-1 straight-pull bolt action are also
strongly rumoured to be making an appearance.

And so | end my words where | began, with my praise for your efforts this year and my hopes for our collective future. Our
numbers will increase, as will our AIRN statistics. There will be more Tuesday night pack marches through the wilds of
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