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LCPL Christopher Champion rests with
his section on EX Pred Gallop in SA.
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Address by the Commanding Officer

It has been an honour to serve as your Commanding Officer in 2016. Thanks
to the contributors to this edition of The Ranger Magazine, your efforts are
appreciated.

8/7 RVR has had an outstanding year. Across our Corps and soldier skills,

our Unit capability generation requirements and our community engagement
efforts, | am left with a real feeling of satisfaction that 8/7 RVR finished what

we started in 2014 and proved ourselves on Exercise Hamel 16 (Ex Hamel).

Ex Hamel was the culmination of 3 solid and hard years of preparation and

| value the commitment which you have given to Battle Group Jacka (BG
Jacka). 8/7 RVR provided a rifle company and BG Jacka Headquarters on a
number of major 1st Brigade exercises this year, not only Ex Hamel. In July,
8/7 RVR also committed the Unit Colours and supporting staff to the 100th
Anniversary commemorations of battles on the Western Front especially the
Battle of Fromelles. We have also served the nation by providing support to the
community across Western Victoria including ANZAC and Remembrance Days,
Legacy Week, RSL events and local events.

It has been great to promote soldiers this year to LCPL or CPL and it is also
excellent to see an increasing number of people join the Army and the Unit.
Whilst 8/7 RVR does outstanding work on all our tasks, we do need to continue to grow our people either by enlistment,
Recruit and Initial Employment Training or leadership and promotion courses.

The focus of 8/7 RVR'’s individual and team training has been on providing force elements at the right training level for
employment in BG Jacka. BG Jacka, an Infantry Battle Group, is drawn from Units across 4 and 9 Brigades. BG Jacka
provides rear area security to 1st Brigade. 8/7 RVR provides the command structure, operations, personnel and signals
principal staff and a rifle company to BG Jacka. Unit training is configured to provide soldiers at the right level of training to
perform these roles. In 2016, most soldiers in 8/7 RVR were on Exercise Predators Gallop and Ex Hamel. Company and
Battalion Headquarters were additionally exercised on Exercise Pozieres Prelude and Exercise Silicon Predator. BG Jacka
received a high level of praise from the Forces Commander, Commanders 1 and 2 Divisions and Commanders 1, 4 and 9
Brigades following Ex Hamel.

Arising from the value of our contribution and preparation this year have been a number of operational and exercise
deployments including Rifle Company Butterworth and Transit Security Elements. There promises to be more opportunities
for individual and team deployments in 2017 as well.

Since this is my final year in 8/7 RVR, | would like to thank you for your service. You have all given me some lasting
memories and | am very pleased that we worked together as a team and achieved something great. | am pleased to see the
level of focus we have been able to generate and | also like seeing soldiers enjoying their soldiering.

| would like to wish you and your families the best for Christmas and the New Year and good luck in 2017. &

Thomas Biedermann

Lieutenant Colonel

Commanding Officer

8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment
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RSM'’s Foreword

2016 was always going to be a busy year for the Battalion. Not only was the
Battalion expected to continue with the Force Generation Cycle, it was also

the lead for the Reinforcing Battle Group, “Battle Group Jacka”. This placed an
incredible burden on soldiers and their families. On top of the compulsory force
preservation training and directed training for the Battalion to maintain capability
to the Australian Army, there were a number of directed support tasks to
RMC-D, MUR and Special Forces just to name a few. | can proudly say that all
members that supported these tasks performed an outstanding job and brought
credit to the Battalion and yourselves.

| would like to highlight a few members and cells in particular. CPL Michael
Deutscher, for his exemplary performance as Section Commander and his
unwavering professionalism, for which he was award the Soldiers Medallion for
Exemplary Service. CPL Daniel Towers, for his skills, knowledge and attributes
as the Battalions Signals Detachment Commander and his performance as a
Junior Non-commissioned Officer. | would like to personally thank the Battalions
S1-Orderly Room for their performance during the year. Their ability to be pro-
active to the units administrational and clerical requirements and individuals personal administration needs, has been beyond
reproach. Special mention must go out to SGT Jacob Holl for his dedicated loyalty and service in the orderly room.

| am proud to say that the Officers and Soldiers of the Battalion have professionally stood shoulder to shoulder with your
Regular Army brothers and sisters. This was highlighted during Exercise Predators Gallop and Exercise Hamel 2016. The
praise and accolades from all Commanders that observed the professional conduct was humbling.

However, with this said, | suggest there is always room for improvement and we mustn’t rest on our achievements. | ask that
everyone is brilliant at the basics and everyone to display professional mastery. We must take every opportunity to improve
ourselves and our teams. All members, regardless of Corps, must maintain their readiness and proficiencies. | remind you

of the Army Mission Statement that is pertinent to us all; To provide a potent, versatile and modern Army to promote the
security of Australia and to protect its people and interests.

Growing up in country Victoria, it is an absolute honour to be the Regimental Sergeant Major of 8th/7th Battalion, the Royal
Victoria Regiment. “Country Victoria’s Own”. The Battalion has achieved noteworthy mentions this year, and you should all
be proud for having contributed to this in some small or big way. | wish you and your families all the best for Christmas 2016
and | look forward to an even bigger and better 2017. &

CELER ET AUDAX/CEDE NULLIS

Barry Fawcett
Regimental Sergeant Major
8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment

4 The Ranger — 8th/7th Battalion The Royal Victoria Regiment Journal




Chaplain’s Reflection

Returning to 8/7 RVR for 18 months; after supporting OP ANODE 22 Rear
Details back in 2010; has been a real pleasure. The highlight of the year for me
has been spending 2 weeks with 700 Reservists from around Australia forming
Battle Group JACKA on EXERCISE HAMEL at Cultana in South Australia.

| had seen photos on Facebook of the Cultana Training Area under water so |
was anxious about sleeping conditions; there was a direction from 1 BDE — no
swags. So coming from 10 FSB; where | had a double pallet of tents, cam nets,
stretchers and cooking equipment; to a Light Infantry Head Quarters where |
could only take what | could carry on my back, was a challenge.

The first two nights were spent on an exposed escarpment behind Camp El
Alamein; with heavy rain and 40 knot winds. Sleeping on a hutchie line we were
sheeted up like the America’s Cup with pegs blown out and hutchies flapping
like sails. We woke up wet and cold, but were determined to say that “morale
was high”. The CO said to harden up, as we had only just arrived and 5 RAR
had been on the exercise for 6 weeks and were still eagerly kicking goals.

The terrain and conditions took a few days to get used to. Fingers started splitting with the sandy desert soil. Digging

a shell scrape was relatively easy though signs of large burrowing spiders in the gun pits meant | was reluctant to sleep
below ground as some did. Being Light Infantry meant that all Battle Group Staff, Chaplain included, pitched in to set up
the BG HQ's CP. Supporting soldiers digging pits was a good opportunity to affect morale. Sourcing shovels from the Q’s
made work easier. Getting around the perimeter of the Battle Group visiting soldiers on defensive positions provided ample
opportunity to engage with members pastorally and | was delighted to be able to talk with a number at a significant level.
Soldiers are very open to discussing their relationships and their values out field and that's something | really appreciate.

The HQ Staff were a pleasure to work with. The S1 Cell helped facilitate chaplaincy support to the Battle Group. | was
pleased to be able to visit members who had been admitted overnight to Hospital following a vehicle tip over; and to return
with them, following their check up, to their section at Joint Fires Command Centre remotely located in East Cultana.

| enjoyed a number of opportunities to get around the AO and take part in a range of activities, such as role playing with a
CIMIC IDP Camp at Roopena, supporting “refugees”; which lead to a number of significant pastoral conversations; a small
Sunday service and prayer with a group of soldiers from Enoggera who were role playing Christian refugees. The main
service for the BG was very well attended and | discovered later that one of the TRG WO’s had been around the perimeter
announcing that the service was on; thankyou Lucas.

The exercise was an excellent opportunity to provide Chaplaincy support to BG JACKA and its attached elements. | had
some wonderful Holy Spirit moments which came when | least expected them. | managed to catch up with some Chaplains
from Darwin whom | have known for years and | enjoyed a sense, many times, of being in the right place at the right time.
Mind you | slept for two days when | got home.

As | post out to 8/9 RAR at the end of the year | particularly want to thank LTCOL Tom Biedermann for his encouragemnet
and engagement. He has been very mindful of members welfare and facilitated Chaplaincy support to the Battalion in a way
that demostrated his own personal faith and an understanding of the unique role Chaplains have in Army.

As the year draws to a close | trust that you will all continue to serve in a way that reflects the values we seek to uphold. May
you know God’s blessing in your lives and may you enjoy a safe and happy Christmas / New Year with family and friends.®

Geoffrey Traill
Chaplain
8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment
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Battalion Headquarters
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During this year | have been busy both
at my CASG job and here at Ballarat.
Each week | never fail to be amused
by the financial constraints within as
Reserve Unit compared to the wider
ADF and for the amount of work | see
and know that is being conducted

by 8/7 RVR, the Battalion is certainly
doing more with less and still delivers
capability to meet our Commanders
intent. How we do it | don’t know but
we seem to do it better than most
other Units.

This year has been relatively quiet
except for the governance aspects

to keep the Battalion moving. | have
managed to keep afloat but time is
the main pressure in achieving all that
| want to achieve. The Battalion as a
whole still suffers from experience with
Sentinel and those little aspects of
WHS. | hope to improve the Battalion
awareness in these areas during 2017.

Headquarters and Company Reports

The Australian Honour Flag is a special Australian flag that was created by the Common-
wealth Government as a result of World War 1. It consists of a white flag, with the national
flag in canton, a large 7-pointed star, and three blue vertical bars, with a red border overall.

Towns and districts in Australia which subscribed twice their quota of funds to the
Commonwealth Government'’s Seventh War Loan were presented with the Honour Flag.
Individual contributors were awarded a certificate known as a House Badge, which
featured an illustration of the Honour Flag without the bars and star.

| also managed to get to Darwin (yes the CO actually let me out!) to attend EX
Silicon Predator which was a major part in the lead up training to EX Hamel 16
with other BHQ appointments. It was also pleasing to have some warmth and
sunshine away from Ballarat. The exercise was low key for Battalion staff but
was a continuation of integration with 1 Bde. The Exercise proved invaluable
as to how the Battle Management System (BMS) operated and how DG Jacka
integrated within an ARA Brigade setting. The Exercise also gave creditability to
BG Jacka with their operating procedures and CP process, which was surprising
compared to a high tempo well drilled Unit such as 1 Bde. Ex Silicon Predator
was the prelude in planning prior to Ex Hamel 16 which many of you attended.

| also enjoyed the early morning guided tours of Darwin and coffee’s at Macca’s
with the RSM.

In July | saw my son Jake enter RMC as a Staff Cadet so look out there will be
three of us on the DRN and two of them are me. After we do the photo thing next
year in uniform | think it's time to be calling it quits. | certainly do not want to be
a human exhibit in the Unit museum and | certainly want to experience what a
civilian feels like.

In line with numerous 100th anniversaries and ceremonial activities being
conducted in regard to World War 1, and to show one of the methods used to
support Diggers during the war | have included some small detail in regard to the
history of the Australian Honour Flag that was produced near the end of the War.
I would hate to think which towns were not presented one of these rare flags.

Good luck and farewell to those getting posted and | wish everyone well for
Christmas and | will see you all next year. B

MAJ CLIFF GOWERS
XO | 8/7 RVR
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WO2 James Stewartwith SGT Daniel Purcell and OPSO MAJ John Speficer
on BG JACKA@at Cultana Training Area'during EX PRED, GALLOP 16

..

S3 OPS CELL

2016 Saw a change in OPSWO within the OPS Cell; out with the ugly WO2
Crosbie; in with the handsome and sophisticated WO2 Stewart (as stated by the

OPSWO).

The year started at a run with the OPS Cell leading the charge on the Road to
Hamel 16. Beginning with Force preservation training at RAAF Willams, Laverton.
WO2 Creelman was a highlight providing a lesson on drugs and alcohol. He was
detailed in his examples; colourful in his language and very entertaining.

The first big hit out for the OPS Cell was the HQ for BG Jacka on the 4/9 BDE
CP EX at Puckapunyal. The activity was conducted by a 2 DIV Collective Training
Team supported by 4 and 9 BDE staff. As always it was fun for all. It was a good
chance to shake out before 1 BDE’s EX Predators Gallop. The highlight of the
CPX was LT Powell turning up for the activity Top Gun Style, on his motorbike
wearing a bomber jacket and a pair of aviators with the song danger zone playing
in the background. When stopped and questioned by the OPS Staff, he stated
that he had trouble locating the car park. He was then provided with a nav
refresher by the OPS Staff. The OPSO had had enough of the activity by Sunday
and left to attend the 1 BDE RECON of Cultana (CUTA), SA for EX Predators
Gallop. CUTA is Puckapunyal without the trees.

The next and last activity for the OPS Team as part of BG Jacka before EX
HAMEL 16 was EX Predators Gallop, a 1 BDE lead EX at Sunny CUTA. This EX
was the first time that BG Jacka deployed to the field as part of 1 BDE. The key to
the EX was integration with 1 BDE. This occurred through CTA (5/6 RVR) working
with 1 CSSB at the 1 BDE Maintenance Area (MBA) providing security, CT B (9
BDE) conducting mounted in PMV patrols and AO security and CT C (8/7 RVR)
conducting dismounted patrols and AO security and provided a mounted PL to

5 RAR. Admin Coy supported the BG and 1 CSSB, Engineers worked with 1 CES
conducting construct tasks and supporting clearance tasks. The Cav Scout were
detached to 1 AR and CAV PMVs supported BG Jacka and 5 RAR. Elements of

1 BDE also integrated into BG Jacka including CAV, SIG and other FE to enhance
to activity.
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The EX went well with extensive
opportunities for BG Jacka pers to
work with 1 BDE and although it was
a Dust Bowl the attendance by BG
Jacka and the activities achieved were
excellent and greatly enhance the
credibility of BG Jacka within 1 BDE
and 2 DIV.

The OPS Cell continued along the
Road to Hamel through several
training weekends and activities:

e APR TRG W/E HMAS Cerberus,
LFX, very good facilities for navy.

e May HE Ranges - Massive storm,
Good turnout and Rectify a few
shortfalls.

e EX Silicon Predator HQ Darwin,
1 BDE CPX, Key BG Jacka HQ staff,
bloody hot and wet.

¢ MAY TRG W/ E Ballarat Aerodrome,
Great Cordon and Search activity
supported by 22 ER. ' WO2 Bob
Creelman established his militia.

e JUN TRG W/E Shakeout Activity,
last chance before EX Hamel 16 to
conduct CP and CT preparations.

EX HAMEL 16. The event we had all
been working towards had arrived.
The OPS Cell was in overdrive in

the last few weeks leading up to the
EX. Finally the day came and BG
JACKA was on the move from three
states and 19 units. The usual issues
occurred getting over 700 pers kitted
up and into the field however with
the OPS Cell leading the push we
managed to get on the ground in
CUTA and of course it was raining and
freezing cold even for the team from
TAS.

The EX was a highlight for all
participants with integration being the
main effort. At one time during the

EX the BG HQ only had one section
providing security as all other call
signs had been tasked across the AO
as part of the over 8000 pers from
several nations operation in the EX.

BG Jacka managed to more than
hold its own being the largest unit in
the AO and supporting a plethora of
tasks. Although the OPS Cell were




Durning EX HAMEL 16 the OPSO MAJ Johtt Spencer was tar
«yambuish'and was laid 6ut 11 a shell scrape until the battie

flat out some decisions were made such as what to eat as we only had E Ration
packs for the duration. A black market was established in Admin Coy after a few
H ration packs were located on a palate however as Admin Coy found it easier to
count them in one location they were not issued.

The EX was progressing well with the OPS Cell wheeling and dealing. The
Observer Trainers (OT’s) became frustrated at the ease the OPSO and his team
were controlling the war so a targeted assassination was called in and the OPSO
was set up by an OT (WO1 Brown, RSM Corp of Inf and an old mate from Bris)
when two cars full of bad guys pulled out side of his cam net. The OPSO was shot
point blank and a fire fight started. It was noted the XO took cover in a Porta-Lco,
the QRF PI, who were approx 10m from the incident failed to fire and only the S5
Cell lead by MAJ Allen with a spray and pray approach empting several mags in
the general direction put up a fight.

EX Hamel 16 ended with BG Jacka receiving the well deserved acclaim from 1
BDE to FORCOMD. The last act was the CO, OPSO and RSM sitting in CUTA
looking over the Spencer Gulf having a large cigar each.

2016 Concluded with a Bn LFX W/K at PMA and a 9 BDE lead Coy LFX at Murray
Bridge which were notable for its low attendance, good weather, Padre resilience

training, 5/6 RVR and 4/19 PWLH attendence. 2016 has been a big year with the
culmination of BG Jacka and stepping into the Ready year.

As | now leave 8/7 RVR firstly on deployment and then posting to CATC | wish to
say thankyou to members of this Battalion. It has been a long road to get to this

point and we could not have achieved
the outstanding results that we have
without the exceptional efforts of you
all. It has been an honour to work
with you all and be part of a Battalion
with such a magnificent history and
esprit de corps. | thank you all and

in particular may OPS team of CAPT
Nik Dragojlovic, WO2 James Stewart
and SGT Dan Purcell for your support
and hard work. | would also like to
thank the Command Team lead by an
exceptional man, LTCOL Biedermann,
the RSM WO1 Fawcett, the XO MAJ
Cliff Gowers a life long friend, the
ADJT and the Orderly Room. | would
also like to make a special mention of
Mr Geoff “Tiny” Pellow and Deanne
Saunderson. It has been my privilege
working with these two since first
being posted to the Battalion in 1999
as a TRG WO. | know | speak for all in
the know when saying without these
two the Battalion would be in trouble.

The OPS Team wish you all a safe

and happy and well deserved leave
over Christmas and with MAJ Andrew
McQuilkin as the new OPSO and WO2
Scott and WO2 Stewart swapping
places look forward to doing it all
again next year.

Cheers. B

MAJ JOHN SPENCER
OPSO | 8/7 RVR

>

Unfortunately the OPSO MAJ John Spencer was re-spawned after being shot on EX HAMEL/16. He was neverihe same agaig
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Battle Group JACKA Headquarters gather after meetin
X

Phete courtesy of Chaplain Geoff Trail .

BG JACKA ADJT Captain Lachlan Joseph from

%th Prince of Wales Light Horse
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