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CO’s Address

It was an honour to have been selected by Chief of Army to be Commanding Officer,
8/7 RVR and | want to thank you for your efforts the past 2 years. The last 2 years as your
CO have gone by very quickly, a blur really. | remain impressed by your desire to serve in the
Australian Army and contribute towards 8/7 RVR achieving our mission and tasks. We have
come a long way from when | took over in Dec 13 and | will elaborate further in my Address.
You will also be impressed by the articles in this edition of the Ranger Magazine which
describe all the work and play in 8/7 RVR over the past 2 years. Thanks are expressed to
the organisers of the publication; it is a great read.

In 2014, the main focus of the year was on the deployment of RCB 108. 8/7 RVR provided
half of the RCB which | think is an indication of the wilingness of the Unit to provide
capability to the Army. From all accounts, the RCB went extremely well and further in
this edition of the Ranger Magazine, you will see photographs and articles from the RCB.
Of course RCB 108 would not have deployed if not for the efforts of the Unit Operations,
Personnel and Logistics staff who did an excellent job in managing soldiers drawn from
3 states into the one contingent. RCB 108 is an excellent example of the strengths which
can be gained from when all Units across 4 and 9 Bdes come together and work together. -
These strengths are necessary for our preparation for Battle Group Jacka.

In training, 2015 has been the year of BG Jacka, as 2016 will be. 8/7 RVR has done some
excellent training to get ready for the culminating exercises in 2016. Of most note in 2015
were Ex Courtney’s Post in May 15 and Ex Pozieres in Oct 15. Not only have our numbers
been good but our performance has been very good as well. BG Jacka still has a way to
go in 2016 with Ex Predator’s Gallop in Mar 16 and EX Hamel in Jul 16 being the most
important. 8/7 RVR is leading the way in preparing for these exercises and | look forward
to our continued development as a team in 2016. There is a place for all members of
8/7 RVR to contribute towards the success of BG Jacka and | am asking all members to
dig deep so that we can finish what we have started and ensure BG Jacka is a successful
capability.

2015 was also the year for the 100th Anniversary of the landing at ANZAC Cove and the Gallipoli campaign. Across 8/7 RVR's area of responsibility,
soldiers participated in a large number of ceremonial and public engagement activities. Fittingly, photographs from acroos 8/7 RVR are in this edition
of the Ranger Magazine to enable all of us to remember this special event; a once in a lifetime event for us as soldiers in the Australian Army. | am
proud of our conduct and of how we commemorated our brothers and sisters from all of Australia’s conflicts.

8/7 RVR is contributing alot within our communities as well. This is done not only through ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day activities, but also
support to the RSL and Legacy. Both of these organisations have expressed their thanks to the Unit over the past 2 years for what we do to support
them and also for the fine example we set within the community. We also remain ready to support our communities should we be required for
emergency events such as fires or floods. This is a great part of being in 8/7 RVR, that we can assist our communities in good times and bad.

| would like to thank all members of the Unit and our associates for a great 2 years. | would like to thank those who have left the Army for greener
pastures for their service to our country. | wish good luck to those who have left the Unit on posting. In particular my RSM of the past 2 years,
WO1 Mick Groves; thanks for your comradeship and | trust | will see you soon.

| would also ask that you thank your families and loved ones for their support in 2015. Modern life is complex and taxing on our time. Just as you
have contributed to such a high level to your military family, | would ask that you spend time with your families and loved ones so that you are ready
to perform in 2016. There is a long road ahead and | need all of you for the journey.

Cede Nullis. =

Tom Biedermann
LTCOL

ANZAC CENTENARY REMEMBERED BY 8/7 RVR
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RSM’s Forward

Its been another busy year for the Battalion. RCB 108
deployed in late 2014 and spent the Christmas and New
Year period in Malaysia and returned in February 2015.
| am sure all members had a great time in country and
got to experience working with other nations whilst also
enjoying the cultural aspects of Malaysia.

The Battalion has spent the majority of the year preparing

for Battle Group Jacka to participate in Exercise Hamel in

2016. This year the Battalion completed two significant

exercises, which were a nine day exercise (Ex Courtney’s

Post) in May and then another nine day exercise in

Adelaide Ex Pozieres. Ex Courtney’s Post provided an

excellent environment to allow the sub-units to conduct

Section and Platoon level training, whilst Ex Pozieres -
was the first time that the BG HQ came together. Both .
exercises were a success with members at all rank levels e
learning something new. \

This year marked the 100th Anniversary of ANZAC and
once again it was an extremely busy period for the
Battalion. This year the Battalion supported 43 different
events. The Commanding Officer carried the ANZAC
flame through Ballarat and all sub-units participated
in their local area marches, whilst also completing
catafalque Party duties. | have received letters of thanks
and many phone calls congratulating the Battalion on a
job well done.

We also had a Battalion sporting day and concert to
allow us to celebrate ANZAC Day 2015. The event
was an outstanding success. The OFF and SNCO's vs
the OR’s soccer match was played in great spirit, with
the OR’s running out the eventual winners (even thou
they cheated). The live band and food that night at the
function in the barracks was outstanding.

It has been an absolute privilege and honour to be the
Regimental Sergeant Major of this fine Battalion for the
past three years. For those member who have been
promoted this year, well done it is well deserved. For all
those members being posted enjoy your new posting.
Have a safe and enjoyable festive season and spend
some time with family and friends.

Fair winds and soft landings. ®

WO1 M. J. GROVES
RSM

ANZAC Day Centenary Catafalque Party at the Ballarat
memorial service in Sturt Street Ballarat 25 April 2015.
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PADRE’s Reflection

i

“Every citizen should be a soldier. This was the case
with the Greeks and Romans, and must be that of every
free state.” Thomas Jefferson

When | was posted to 8/7 | did not know what to expect.
Some said that the ARES was a different animal to the
ARA and that low expectations were the order of the day.

ABC

Australian
Broadcasting
Corporation

My experience this year as the Battalion Padre could not
nave been more different.

While the geographical nature of 8/7 and my own church
commitments have made it a challenge to even meet you
2ll, let alone know and support you, it has been a privilege

10 get to know at least some of you around the depots LTCOL Tom Bledermann SpeakS On alr

and to get smashed with you in the occasional Battle PT

ABC Ballarat on 107.9 FM

t was also a privilege to be able to spend time with
soldiers from all the depots in the lead up to the RCB and
10 be part of the team supporting their demount activities
n February at Simpson Barracks. ANZAC day and its
activities as always were excellent. The dawn service and
the march through Geelong and the function afterwards
at the Barracks were well organised and well run. But the
nighlight for me was definitely Exercise Courtney’s post at
Cultana. It was great to get out to the sub units as they
dug in, help to support some families back home and to
nave the time and opportunity to get to know many more
from the unit (and get some kind help from all and sundry
with my woeful field skills!)

— e

ABC Twitter
23 April 2015

LTCOL Tom Biedermann spoke to listeners on local ABC Radio about the upcoming ANZAC Day Dawn Service to be
held at the Victory Arch in Alfredton on 25th April and the ANZAC Day Parade to commemorate the Centenary of the
landing of Australian and New Zealand troops at Gallipoli. Pictured below at the local ABC Studio with members of 8/7
RVR who provided enthusiastic support.

For some this year has been a tough one. For others this
year has provided the opportunity to spend some time
considering some of the big questions of life. It has been
a pleasure to walk through these tough times with some
members of the unit and to explore these big foundational
guestions of life, death and eternity with others.

came to the ARES with low expectations, but have
found that the soldiers | have met and got to know are
committed and dedicated individuals who display a high
degree of resilience. Thomas Jefferson may have been
nght, but being a citizen and a soldier at he same time
s not always an easy task, yet it is one that 8/7 seems
to do it in style.

My thanks to the CO, RSM, OPSO and other staff for
their support (and patience) and to the unit for the chance
o serve with you this year. ®

Chap Andrew Girills
8/7 RVR Chaplain
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SNOW AT RANGER BARRACKS

Ballarat 20 AUG 2014 “Winter is Coming”

MAJ Clifton Gowers has served with 8/7 RVR
as Executive Officer [XO] for a number of years;
supporting the Commanding Officer (CO) in
areas of Aministration, Governance, Work Place
Health and Safety and the Technical Regulatorp
Framework (TRF). He has an excellent reputation
within the Battalion for the work that he does
and often downplays his contribution. He is
looking forward to celebrating 40years since his
enlistment in March 1976.

Well | have survived another year at Ballarat and | am
six months closer to completing 40 years in the ADF,
I’'m not really as old as people think it's just that | can’t
remember everything | have done or where | put it but
| do remember everything | thought | forgot.

This year has been relatively rewarding with all
Governance tasks being completed and that also
means a big thanks to those members who supported
these tasks especially where there are many hard
kilometres to drive between Depots (which raises
another set of WHS issues) to achieve the outcome.
No doubt we will cycle through the same issues next
year and get a similar result, but the best part about it
is, we're are getting good at it.

Looking at the 2016 program | notice there is a
reasonable amount of movement within the Battalion
between training locations and Exercises so be safe,
be WHS conscience and report your incidents.

| would also like to wish a ‘good luck’ to those
Battalion members who left in 2015 for their future
endeavours. | will remain at CASG in my civilian life
delivering capability to you guys wherever you are.

Well that’s it from me | hope you all have enjoyed a
prosperous Xmas and New Year and | hope to see
the majority of you hard at it in 2016. ®

MAJ Clifton N. Gowers
8/7 RVR XO
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OPS Cell SGT Dan Purcell with OPSO MAJ John Spencer and WO?2 Nickolas Crosbie

2015 saw a changing of the guard in the 8/7 RVR
OPS cell. WO2 Nickolas (Bill) Crosbie and SGT Dan
Surcell came in to replace SGT Paul (Spick) Micallef
posted to ARTC to allegedly re-do Kapooka) and WO2
Dave Nelson who went back to URLO, as the bloke
who did it last year was not up to speed. We actually
gained a functioning and capable S33 Capt. Nikola (Nick)
Dragojlovic which was a breath of fresh air in 8/7 and
what's more he was poached from the City Slickers down
e hill (5/6 RVR). Nick has stated that it's great to be
working with a real Battalion.

The OPS Cell has continued the main task during this
year to raise BG Jacka. This continues to be a challenge
as the BG is being raised from two BDEs (4 and 9 BDE)
That reside across 3 States.

As you would expect the OPS Cell started on the run with
SCB 108 drawing down in January and the continuation
of BG Jacka training. The cell formed the nucleus of the
2G Jacka HQ CP and conducted two major activities
during the year as part of BG Jacka HQ.

=X Courtney’s Post (right) was the first opportunity the
2G HQ CP had to actually plan, co-ordinate and execute
2 BG level activity at Cultana in SA. This proved that
whilst there were, and probably still are, numerous areas
that need improvement, the CP had the processes and
2guipment in place to establish a BG HQ in the field.
The Exercise was a success with the better part of three
Combat Teams (CT), Admin Coy Engineers, Cavalry and
Light Battery mortars deploying from VIC, SA and TAS to
the waste land that is Cultana. D Sgn from 1 BDE also
provided a troop of APC’s to assist with movement and
convoy escort tasks. The Exercise gave all participants
the first opportunity to work as BG Jacka. A great
experience of operating in the field in a BG environment.

The second opportunity came in the form of Exercise
Pozieres. This was conducted in two parts being the
SG C2 staff participating in a 2 DIV run CPX at RAAF
Edinburgh over two weeks and a PL level LFX for the
3G PL members conducted at Puckapunyal during the
second week. The CPX was another chance to practice
3G CP procedures; however as with all activities a lot of
new faces and first time participants made for a steep
earning curve for some members. The BG CP was
“in the box” for 5 days after conducting a week of SMAP
training. Overall the CP went well and continued on the
Road to Hamel 16.

The BG Jacka soldiers from VIC, SA and TAS participated
n a Live Fire week at Puckapunyal. This involved Individual
through to Section and finally Platoon level attacks. It was
a great opportunity for soldiers to fire all section weapon
systems and work together in platoons. Again the LF was
a great success.

ﬁ\e OPS cell is again undergoing some changes at
the end of the year. The OPSO MAJ John Spencer will
still be in the seat (Call sign porpoise) as well as Dan.
WO2 James Stewart will be coming in to replace Bill
as the OPSWO. Bill will be conducting an AO transit to
7RAR BG Boar but cheer up as he will still be going on
Hamel 16 and | am sure we will still be able to hear him
from the BMA in CUTA.

Overall, this year has been satisfying with some robust
leadership within the organisation getting us through
some of the more emotional times. There is still a lot
of work ahead for the cell as we continue our journey
to Hamel 16. Here is a list of critical events that we are
working towards in the first half of 2016:

Force Preservation Training in Laverton ~ 28-31 JAN 16

BG Level CPXin Laverton 05-08 FEB 16
Exercise Predators Gallop 11-20 MAR 16
Range weekend at HMAS Cerberus 16-17 APR 16
CT level activity at Ballarat airfield 14-15 MAY 16
MAJ John Spencer

8/7 RVR OPSO
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THE CFNTENARY OF THE RAISING OF

THE 8™ BA I()\ 1ST DIVISION, AIF
\UGUST 1914
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Plaque Unveiling on The Centenary of the Raising of
the 8th Battalion 1st Division AIF on 14th August 1914

Held in Ballarat on the 9th August 2014, the
ceremonial unveiling of a plaque commemorating
the Centenary of the Raising of the 8th Battalion,
2nd Brigade, 1st Division AIF. The ceremony was
held at the Ballarat Ranger Military Museum.

The 8th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised
for the AIF during the First World War. Like the 5th, 6th
and 7th Battalions, it was recruited from Victoria and,
together with these battalions, formed the 2nd Brigade.

The battalion was raised from rural Victoria by Lieutenant
Colonel William Bolton within a fortnight of the declaration
of war in August 1914 and embarked just two months
later. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the
battalion proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December. It
later took part in the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915, as
part of the second wave.

Ten days after the landing, the 2nd Brigade was
transferred from ANZAC to Cape Helles to help in the
attack on the village of Krithia. The attack captured little
ground but cost the brigade almost a third of its strength.
The Victorian battalions returned to ANZAC to help
defend the beachhead, and in August the 2nd Brigade
fought at the battle of Lone Pine. The battalion served at
ANZAC until the evacuation in December.

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion returned
to Egypt. In March 1916, it sailed for France and the
Western Front. From then until 1918 the battalion was
heavily involved in operations against the German Army.
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The battalion’s first major action in France was at Pozieres
in the Somme valley in July 1916. Private Thomas Cooke,
one of 81 members of the battalion killed at Pozieres,
earned a posthumous Victoria Cross during the action.
After Pozieres, the battalion fought at Ypres, in Flanders,
returning to the Somme for winter. In 1917, the battalion
participated in the operations that followed-up the
German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, and then
returned to Belgium to join the great offensive launched
to the east of Ypres.

In March and April 1918 helped to stop the German
spring offensive. The battalion subsequently participated
in the allies’ own offensive, launched near Amiens on 8
August 1918. The advance by British and empire troops
was the greatest success in a single day on the Western
Front, one that German General Erich Ludendorff
described as, “the black day of the German Army in this
war”. For his actions on this day, Lieutenant William Joynt
was awarded a Victoria Cross. The next day, Private
Robert Beatham also earned a Victoria Cross by rushing
four separate machine guns. He was killed in action two
days later.

The battalion continued operations to late September
1918. At 11 am on 11 November 1918, the guns fell
silent. The November armistice was followed by the
peace treaty of Versailles signed on 28 June 1919.

In November 1918 members of the AIF began to return
to Australia for demobilisation and discharge. In April, the
battalion was so reduced that it and the 5th Battalion
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were amalgamated to form a composite battalion = s
this battalion was amalgamated with another
from the 6th and 7th Battalions, to form the 2na Saas
Battalion.

During the Second World War the 8th Batizior s
used primarily as a garrison unit before taking pas
Bougainville campaign late in the war. It was dista
again in 1946 during the demobilisation L=
although it was reformed again in 1948 when &
amalgamated with the 7th Battalion. Today, its
and traditions are perpetuated by the 8th/7th Samans
Royal Victoria Regiment.

The 8th was known as the “Blood and Banaaws
brigade due to their Unit Colour Patch being wess o
red. ®

Photographs provided by LCPL Graeme Paizis am
subject to Defence Copyright

Master of Ceremonies: Major Neil Leckie RFD Rer s
Featured Commanding Officer 8/7 RVR Lt Col Tam
Beidermann; Executive Officer 8/7 RVR, Major T
Gower - and 8th Battalion family member and guss
speaker, Mr Joshua Bolton.







