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The Ranger 2010
The Ranger is usually produced by the last parade each year, but in 2010 it was held over under the

battalion’s members returned from Rotation 22 in the Solomon Islands, consequently, it is a bit late,
perhaps a lot late — but better late than never! — Ed.

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS
As in 2009, BHQ consisted of the CO, LT COL Douglas Laidlaw, the XO, Major Neil Leckie, the

Adjutant (or S1) Captain Mark Johnston, and the RSM, WO1 Brian Buskell. Chap Geoffrey Traill
was attached to the Battalion for a while. Chaplain Traill has an affinity for the battalion as his
Grandfather was a Commanding Officer of the 8" Battalion in World War 1.

However, it wasn’t long before Chaplain Traill departed (to the ARA), Capt Johnston moved to the
Op Anode Cell and the RSM began preparing for his deployment with the HQ element of Op

Anode.

The Commanding Officer (LTCOL Laidlaw)
This short note is my last duty as Commanding Officer of this fine Battalion.

I could not begin by other than thanking the officers and soldiers of 8/7 RVR for their outstanding
achievements during the last year in particular.

There could be no greater job for a CO than to prepare and deploy a sizeable force element from the
Battalion and this the Unit did — and did it well.

In the last year 8/7 RVR mounted for operations and deployed the Coy Group on Rotation 22, CTF
635, OP ANODE. The professionalism and dedication displayed by the deploying members and
the mounting team was beyond expectations, at even the highest levels. By the end of the force
preparation HQ 1DIV commented to me that new standards had been set for preparation for that
deployment and there was no hesitation in certifying the force as “good to go”.

As expected, Rotation 22 went on to distinguish itself with fine operational service. Those
members brought credit upon the Battalion and certainly made this CO proud of their achievements.
There is no doubt that this deployment, 8/7 RVR manned and lead, has written a new chapter in the

Unit history.

A special mention must be made to all the families of our deployed soldiers. Your support makes
such service possible. Without it, Australia would not be able to achieve the strategic outcomes that
operations such as OP ANODE provide. I recognise the hardships that are endured. There are no
medals for those left behind, yet the price is heavy.

This last year also saw the Battalion grow to exceed 400 in number. Through improved retention
and recruitment of 68 personnel, the net Unit manning rose from 380 to 420. Of those recruits 45
completed recruit training, 38 commenced and 34 completed Initial Employment Training as
riflemen. The Battalion achieved 49 members of the High Readiness Reserve as against a directed
task of 30, being a 40% increase from an initial 35. This Unit has always punched above its weight
and in my, perhaps biased view, I do not belief there is a more effective unit in the 2 DIV.

Not to rest on these laurels, the task ahead is now to take up the challenge to provide manning for
the next operational task, OP ASTUTE. I wish the Battalion and your new CO, LTCOL Duckworth

every success in writing the next chapters.

Before my closing comments, I wish to thank my RSM WO1 Buskell for the unfailing service he
provided to the Battalion and the legacy he has left to benefit the Unit for the years ahead.



This now draws a line under my service in this outstanding Battalion. I have been proud to serve as
Pl Comd, Coy 2IC, Officer Commanding A Coy, B Coy and Spt Coy (when we had one) and
finally, as CO. Thank you all.

My last word goes to thank and recognise my ever patient wife, Joanna, without whose support I
would not have experienced command of country Victoria’s own. Good luck and good soldiering,
Douglas Laidlaw, LTCOL

The Regimental SGT Major (WO1 Brian Buskell)
In writing my last article for The RANGER, I have been reflecting on the way the soldiers of the

Battalion have conducted themselves over the last two years.

Several years ago the Army commenced an initiative to define what it means to be an Australian
Soldier. They sought to identify and describe the key traits and attributes that set our soldiers apart
from all others. Since the 1800°s the character of the Australian Soldier has been continually
developed in times of war, and equally as important times of peace.

The young men and women who volunteered in their tens of thousands to enlist in the First World
War came from a different world to the young people of today. Yet justifiably, the soldiers in the
Battalion today are as equally worthy of the title, Australian Soldier.

The initiative, appropriately named ‘I’m an Australian Soldier’, included the following key
statements that encapsulate what that simple but significant statement means:

[’m proud to share traditions built on the foundation of the ANZAC legend.

I’m proud to build on the heritage of service, mateship and sacrifice of previous generations.
I’m proud to serve the Australian people by securing their future.

I’m proud to secure peace and safety for the people of other countries when they need help.

Every soldier an expert in close combat
Every day an opportunity to learn

Every soldier a leader

Every threat an opportunity for courage
Every soldier physically tough

Every soldier mentally prepared

Every task an opportunity for initiative

Every challenge an opportunity for teamwork

It is my belief that these traits and principles are alive and well in 8/7 RVR. Over the last two years
we have completed an enormous amount of training, doubling our trained strength. We have seized
every opportunity to learn new skills gaining qualifications and forged new friendships in the
process. We have faced situations that have tested our physical and moral courage and we have
proven repeatedly that we can choose the hard right over the easy wrong.

[ take great pride in all of our achievements, too various to mention for fear of missing some very
worthy person. To the junior NCO’s I say thanks for all your tireless work, To the Officers, WO’s
& SNCO’s I commend you on the training philosophy, enthusiasm and professional standards you
have set and maintained.

It is now time for me to say goodbye after two years as your RSM. I will look back on my time with
8/7 RVR with very fond memories. My family and I have enjoyed our time in the Battalion and in
Ballarat.

[ wish you all the very best for your future endeavours, B.J. Buskell WO1 RSM 8/7 RVR 2009/10
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The XO (Maj Leckie)
Every year with the Reserve is a busy one, but there is no doubt that 2010 was one of the busiest.

The year had one aim: to send the best prepared company that has ever gone to the Solomons. I
believe that the aim was achieved. However, along the way all the other training requirements had
to be met, despite tight financial constraints.

The Induction Weekend at Puckapunyal in February was one of the best attended weekends the
battalion has had in recent years. Maybe the thought of a deployment to the Solomons brought the
extra numbers, or maybe it was just the enthusiasm of belonging to this great battalion.

In February, along with former Commanding Officer of the battalion, LT COL Ted Lynes, I
attended a book launch at the Talbot Historical Society. The launch was a book written from the
diary of a World War 1 Dental Technician, Harold Krutli, who landed at Gallipoli. After the war
Harold became a Dentist and practiced in Maryborough. His nickname was Doctor Cruelty (sounds
similar to Krutli) as he was known to have removed teeth without anaesthetic, just using pressure
points. Maybe this treatment was derived from World War 1 service where Doctors and Dentists
would have been unlikely to have had anaesthetics. LT COL Lynes officially launched the book.

A couple of Training Weekends and before we knew it ANZAC Day was upon us and 40 or so
Catafalque Parties and Guest Speakers were provided. This year I wasn’t scheduled to be a Guest

Speaker, so I marched in Ballarat.

And then Op Anode. Four weeks at Pucka, a few days break and then the last few weeks at
Canungra before we waved farewell in late July to the Company Group and the Headquarters
members of Op Anode R22.

For the rest of us it was back to the normal routine of Parade Nights, weekends, NPMA Audits and
OH&S Meetings.

In October the battalion provided a small number of Role Players and Observer Trainers (once
known as Umpires) to the Brigade Combined Arms Training Activity (CATA) at Puckapunyal., [
found myself in Week 1 working for the Brigade Major and Week 2 working as Camp
Commandant with the Battalion Resources Officer Geoff ‘Tiny’ Pellow in his Reserve Role as a

WO?2 as my offsider.

While R22 was away on Op Anode the OPSO was away for five weeks, including a two week
course qualifying him for a possible United Nations Military Observer deployment. In the OPSO’s
absence I worked with the OPS Cell from time to time.

In another of my tasks I was busy in the Ranger Museum. The year saw many visitors to the
Museum and in another area of history saw the return of the cannons to the front of the barracks
after their wooden carriages were replaced at the Apprentices School Bandiana.

—— Other areas of involvement this year were attending the Remembrance
Day Service at the Macarthur Street Primary School (repository for
2/8" Battalion AIF memorabilia) and Army and Air Force Cadet end-
of-year functions. Then before we knew it was preparing for the
Welcome Home and Dismissal Parade at Laverton for R22 on ......

Fon
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" All-in-all another great year with a great battalion!

Left: With Principal Andy Backwell at Macarthur Street Primary
School after the Remembrance Day Service.




OPS CELL
Like BHQ, the OPS Cell remained the same in 2010. The OPSO was Major Trevor McTernan, the

OPSWO WO2 Shane Armstrong and the OPS SGT SGT Jim Skett. For most of the year they were
assisted by Sapper Nathan Saunders. Geoff (Tiny) Pellow, the Resource Manager, reports to the

OPSO.

The OPS Cell was extremely busy as not only were they preparing the battalion’s members for Op
Anode, but they were also responsible for the training for the remainder of the battalion and
preparing for the Training Year 2011/12.

ORDERLY ROOM
The Orderly Room was under the control of the Chief Clerk, WO2 Gary Kirk. SGT Ian Cust was

the OR SGT with SGT Steve Linane (on CFTS), CPL Sarah Hiller, PTE Sophie Graham and lately
LCPL Graeme Paizis providing the Clerical support. The Pay Clerk (the most important person in
the battalion to Reservists) was PTE Kerrie Saffron and the most important person, the font of all
(paperwork) knowledge was our Receptionist Dee Saunderson.

S1 Cell (From SGT Ian Cust)
What an incredible year for the administrator. All work and no play.

The Chief Clerk, “the Chief” to his minions has been in the unit for some time and for some time
more. The Chief is loved by all, respected by some. On numerous occasions was been heard to say
‘my staff are like the feet of the duck paddling like hell below the water with me above the water
looking cool calm and collected’. We have also identified an invisible path from his office to the
blue car and back which is very well worn.

Sgt Steve Linane answers to ‘Steve’ when working as one of the long timers or permanent staff of
the unit. One of the big cogs in the admin system that just keeps on keeping on. Unfortunately Steve
will transferring back to the active reserves and will leave a large vacuum that will be hard to fill.

Cpl Sarah Hiller, Miss Squeaky Clean, yes that means the brew point, cups, morning tea plates and
anything else that moves. She also has been known as Mrs Lotto but like everyone else still waiting
for the big payout. Unfortunately Sarah is transferring back the active reserves early 2011 and will
be missed for her sharp wit and effective work ethic.

Sgt Ian Cust, “I am a Legend, Go the Pies” that’s all that needs to be said.
Pte Kerrie Saffron also known as the “Chris Judd groupie”, has been heard to say on many
occasions, “I’m flat out here and [ haven’t got anybody to give me a hand have [?” but she is still

doing a great job.

Pte Sophie Graham is the unofficial Angel of the BHQ Orderly Room. She was always the first to
put her hand up to assistance another unit or Deployment. What a pure pleasure to have such an
asset in the team.

LCPL Graeme Paizis is one of the newest Administrators to cross over to the paperwork side of war
and just hasn’t looked back. Who said it is never too late to change over to the admin system.

Last, but by no means least, the venerable Dee Saunderson continues her sterling work as the
APS02 Receptionist. This being her 21% year of service to the battalion she once again proved
crucial to the smooth running of the S1 Cell.

A COMPANY
A Company, with the largest number of riflemen in the battalion, calls itself ‘the backbone of the

battalion. It has depots in Geelong, Warrnambool and Laverton. Its Officer Commanding was Major
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Gareth Ward. The company Training WO/CSM was WO2 Peter ‘Jack’ Daniels, the Company Clerk
CPL Lewis and the CQMS were SGT Nicholas and WO2 Yoxall.

1 Platoon is located at Geelong. The Pl Comd was LT Laws. PL SGT was SGT P. Hardcastle and
Section Commanders CPLs Miller, Dinning, and Lynch

2 Platoon is located at Laverton. The Pl Comd was LT Saowyer. PL SGT was SGT Mutsaerts and
Section Commanders CPLs Dvoracek, and Corbett

3 Platoon is located at Warrnambool and provided the Support Section. The PLI Comd was SGT
Charman and Section Commanders LCPLs W. and J. Petering and Cole

A Company CHQ

Representing the Battalion, A Company’s Training WO, WO2
Peter Daniels, participated in a medal presentation at Member for
Corangamite Darren Cheeseman’s offices in Waurn Ponds. These
two gentlemen shown in the photograph both received their
Australian Defence Medal and one received his National
Servicemen medal.

Geelong
2010 started off at the usual blistering pace with the main focus being on the deployment to the

Solomon Islands by a vast majority of the members of the Battalion, but this did not take away the
yearly ceremonial activities of which the first was ANZAC day. WO2 Daniels got all the formal
requests and permissions to conduct an activity from the City of Greater Geelong (COGG) Council
for the A Coy conducted dawn service at the Boer war memorial in Geelong, this year the Dawn
Service, the only one conducted in Geelong, was once again patronised by hundreds of Geelong
residents, the service and the guard were both done very well, thanks to all that participated. Indeed
thanks to all members of A Coy involved in the Catafalque Parties for the seven services held in our

area of responsibility.

The next event was the East Timor flag raising ceremony to celebrate the anniversary of
independence in that country, the activity went off without a hitch and we were all invited into the

council chambers for lunch and conversation.

The majority of soldiers that regularly parade at A Coy’s Geelong Depot were involved with the
deployment to the Solomon Islands on Operation ANODE. This Operation saw the depot numbers
shrink significantly from August to December. The rest of the personnel at the depot were
encouraged to keep attending with the inclusion of some good training activities whilst the
deployment was on. Many of the members that were on deployment got a lot of excellent
qualifications in the four months: these were weapon, promotion and equipment qualifications that
would normally take years for a reserve soldier to achieve. So, well done to all on your

achievements.

[ would like to take this opportunity to thank the two ARA Depot Commanders, SGT Ben Willmore
from Warrnambool and SGT Ben Bounden from Laverton, both of whom gave the Coy and
Battalion three years of dedicated service, they have been posted to 2 RAR and RMC respectively. I
wish them and their families all the best for the future, and to SGT Willmore stay safe on your
deployment to Afghanistan in May 2011.

Warrnambool
Here is the year of 2010 as seen through the walls of the Tel-El-Eisa barracks:
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Being a building of quite a few years of age [ have seen a lot of changes during my time. From the
sacks of potatoes that used to come to me, to the newbie soldiers who wander in now a days.
Actually sometimes there isn't much difference between the two, funny about that.

The year 2010 wasn't much different from the last couple of decades, saw a few people disappear
and then reappear and some people disappear for good and some people who appeared. Sometimes
[ feel I should have revolving doors attached to me to make things a lot easier. Also some people
who I had never seen before turned up, they haven't left yet. Give them time I say, it seems to be
the curse of Warrnambool, I get them qualified or nearly so and then they have the bad grace to
leave me. They regret it though, no one can beat the awesomeness that is the Warrnambool depot, I

am that good.

Anyhow enough of that! What did happen during the year? It's hard to remember really so many
things. Josh, Reece, Rodney, Browny and Ben all went somewhere called the Solomon Islands I
think; those brave few who went were well missed, the walls of this old building were very much
quieter without their unique antics bandied around the place. They all came back to me a little
wiser and little skinnier and just a wee bit thirsty.

I was introduced to some new faces; they were Liam Cook, Sherman 'The Tank” Taylor, Reece
Woods, Tiernan McNeill and Alex Moore. Three of these will be put to good use me thinks but
first they have to get qualified and not leaving me would also be a good start. Time will tell on that
one. The other two had to leave me though. Alex went back to Tasmania, I still can't figure that
one out and Tiernan went to Bendigo. Sally McNamara and Jayson Blain had to leave me for
greener pastures. [ wish them all well although the poor fools will miss me.

At the end of the year, one SGT Ivey turned back up though: he will be welcome [ think. My
kitchen has especially missed him and I'm sure the boys can't wait till he reacquaints himself with
that particular part of my building.

Also at the end of the year I will replace my Depot commander once again. SGT Willmore will
leave me to go up north and I wish him luck. ARA staff'I can take leaving me, nature of the job I
guess. | will welcome a SGT Edwards to the greatness that is the Warrnambool depot and hope he
has a very relaxing and enjoyable time here with me. Hopefully the boys won't be too much trouble
for him, me thinks he will take it if they are.

[ must recognize a few promotions within my walls with Josh Petering gaining the rank of CPL
(about time I reckon!) Also congratulations go out to Reece Callaway and Rodney Lenehan on
their promotion to LCPL.

A few congratulations are to made for outside achievements, before I can go back to sleep. A big
congratulations to Aiden and Vanessa for getting married and also having a beautiful baby girl.
Congratulations also Rod and Nadine for also adding to our future manning with a gorgeous baby
boy. Two little soldiers in the making.

Laverton
Laverton has had a major turnover of personnel; it was once one of the smallest parade numbers but

now has the most. It has been capably commanded by SGT Ben Bounden who will be replaced at
the end of the year by SGT Phillips on posting from 1 RAR. The big news to come out of Laverton
was the news that the depot will move down the road to RAAF Williams - Point Cook. There have
been ongoing meetings to ascertain what type of facilities would be required and the move may be
happening at the end of 2012.There is an existing building which will become available and some
huts will be moved and upgraded for the new depot. This will become Laverton’s third home.







