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Commanding Officer’s Message (Lieutenant Colonel Doug Laidlaw)

Taking command of 8/7 RVR in January 2009 was a truly awesome
moment. Having served in this unit as a platoon commander,

% company 2IC and company commander of A, B and Spt Coys, it was
humbling to now return as CO.

% From the outset of my handover briefs and Brigade induction it was
'~ obvious that LTCOL McKerral had matters in good order. Morale in
the unit was the highest in the 4™ Brigade. And so with this great start
we commenced our year with the Induction Training weekend, 7% and 8™ February 2009, a

fateful day.

With very good numbers in attendance, I took the opportunity to outline my intentions for the
unit — fundamentally we exist to train and prepare members to deploy and do our jobs. My
expectations are that unit members will progress along a career that will see them be ready to
render that service when needed, starting in the Reserve Response Force (RRF) and moving
on the High Readiness Reserve (HRR). Beyond that, opportunities will exist with increasing
frequency, for deployment to other operations.

On that day at Puckapunyal, the wet-bulb deployed to monitor heat read 49.6 ° C in the shade.
Training was cancelled for the soldiers, who were knocked of from work to go and terrorise
the locals at the pool (which they did). Officers and SNCOs got to enjoy a Military
Appreciation Process (MAP) exercise conducted on the Battalion’s training mission. By later
in the afternoon, smoke was apparent from the Kilmore fires. A quick battalion parade was
had in the smoke. Such information as was available on the CFA website was disseminated.
A number of members indicated that their homes were threatened. These members were
granted leave and made their way home. To their great credit, and my amazement, several
returned the next day notwithstanding the ongoing threat or damage done.

From that the Battalion organised itself to provide rotations of personnel and command
structures over a sustained period. Approximately 100 members ultimately deployed on Op
Vic Fires Assist. These members provided great support and assurance to the affected
community through their calm professionalism and caring engagement.

During the year we welcomed back those members having deployed on Op Anode Rotation
18. These officers and soldiers did the Battalion proud and it was pleasing to see many
receive promotion upon return.

Training for the year progressed well with a great emphasis on continuation training to
advance soldiers to ECN 343-2. The major training activities for the year were designed
around a live field firing exercise conducted at Puckapunyal and culminating in a sustained
tactical defensive shoot. The second major activity took the Battalion north the Swan Hill for
battle preparation and then deploying to Mildura to conduct a security operation at the airport.
Once again the enthusiastic performances of many in the scenario based training will no doubt
draw comment elsewhere in this edition.

Typical of the highs and lows of service life, the Battalion had to grapple with resources
challenges during 2009. By a lot of hard work and attention to detail, this unit was the first in
the Brigade to come to grips with the new realities. Others followed our lead. Iremain
confident that into 2010 the unit will continue to train and prepare its members because of the
planning that has been done.




In 2009 8/7 RVR demonstrated its ability to punch above its weight. The greatest
contributions to the 4™ Brigade RRF and HHR have by far come from this Battalion. My
congratulations to all those who responded. In no short measure the unit was rewarded with
additional resources on the basis of our higher command re-enforcing our success. It was also
pleasing to see many of the very first HRR payments being administered so well. Some
members reported their surprise that the $10,000 turned up when it did. Well done all around!

2010 shapes up to be a great year in the history of the unit. The Battalion will deploy a
company group on Op Anode. Training will be intensive and the preparation of this force the
main effort for the year. We will also take all the opportunities that we can to secure
additional training benefits for the unit generally.

I trust that you and your families have had an enjoyable extended stand down over Christmas.
I look forward to the year ahead and the real challenges that it will bring to us all.

RSM (WO Brian Buskell)
Well, here we are, same time of year same Ranger, but a new RSM. I must start by thanking
all members of the Battalion for helping me and my family to settle in to Ballarat over the last

year.

I will now take you back to May 2008 when I was told of my appointment as RSM 8/7 RVR.
Well I was surprised to say the least as 8/7 RVR was the Battalion that I had asked for and as
you would all be aware we never get a posting we ask for. Once the initial shock had
subsided I was very excited and proud to be appointed as your RSM; the Battalion has a very
long and proud history and I feel very privileged to be a part of it.

My first impressions of the Battalion are positive ones; I am impressed with the dedication
and motivation of the Officers, NCOs’ and soldiers. Without doubt this is a very fine unit that
punches well above its weight.

But let’s talk about being an Infantryman, one of the hardest jobs in the ADF. The

foundations of our trade are rock-solid individual skills in battle fitness, weapon handling,

marksmanship, fieldcraft, and leadership. It’s fine to say we are one of the oldest Infantry

Battalions in the ADF, but how good are we at our trade? In my humble opinion our skills are

good. This was highlighted during the Battalion LFX and AFX this year, but they could be

better. We should also begin to look at other areas to improve such as our delivery of orders,

and maintenance of Competency Log Books. |

As I stated earlier, one of the core foundations of our trade is battle fitness. For most Battalion |
members you can only expect one period of PT a week. This is not enough its takes three to |
four PT sessions each week to maintain your fitness. This is only something the individual |
can work on; you need to develop your fitness in your own time to be Battle-fit. This is an

ongoing requirement which has been highlighted by previous RSMs.

I have spent a lot of time this year asking the CSMs and Training Sergeants for your ideas and
passing on information about Smart Soldier (Centre of Army Lessons Learnt) and Soldier’s
GIFT (Good Ideas for Training). Talking to the NCOs and soldiers of the Battalion I get the
sense that some members are still not getting this information. If you don’t believe you are
getting sufficient information you must fight for it, step up regardless of rank. If you have a



way that we can train better or do our admin more effectively, talk to your chain of command
or use the Smart Soldier web site at CALL.

Finally I would like to take this time to congratulate all those members of the Battalion that
were promoted this year well done on your achievement. I wish you and your families all the
best for Christmas and the New Year and I look forward to 2010.

XO (Major Neil Leckie)

As usual it has been a busy year for the XO. Like the remainder of the active members of the
battalion, I was at Puckapunyal on 7 February when the ‘state caught fire’. As a member of
the CFA, I wasn’t able to attend the fires, but a few days later I was able to do my bit as a
member of the ‘3™ Rotation’ with the Reserve. By the time we were on the ground, the task
had changed to ‘community engagement’” where the soldiers were tasked with visiting as
many properties as possible to engage with the property owners and find out where they were
at with services etc, and advise them of what was available to assist them. A most rewarding
task which enabled the members to see most areas of the fire (with the exception of
Marysville).

At the last minute I attended the small town of Stuart Mill,
near St Arnaud, as Guest Speaker for their ANZAC Day
Service. It was an amazing couple of hours and makes you
appreciate what is being done in the small communities
around Australia, to ensure that the service of our men and
women for our country is not forgotten.

Right: Maj Leckie with a couple of young lads at Stuart
Mill.

In May I went overseas on a short ‘working’ holiday and
visited the Staffords and the London Regiment in the UK.
There is an article on that visit under our ‘Affiliated
Units’. On return I attended the Battle for Crete dinner
(see also later article).

I attended the June ‘live fire week’ at Puckapunyal and spent my time sorting out the Non
Public Monies Accounts (or Mess books). All NPMA are now using the same Cash
Book/Audit Sheets spreadsheet which should help in future audits.

Exercise Ypres saw me take on the role of PR Officer. This involved ensuring newspaper
articles were produced (working with Lt Perkins, the Brigade PRO, now based in Shepparton)
and undertaking two radio interviews talking about the exercise and the Army Reserve in
general. My views on the exercise are shown below in an article.

Finally, I participated in the Macarthur Street Primary School service at the 2/8™ Battalion
tree at the Shrine of Remembrance and the Remembrance Day Service at the school where the
2/8"™ Battalion is also honoured.

I'hope all the battalion members have a good break over the Christmas/New Year period and
come back refreshed and ready to take on the challenge of preparing for the Solomon Islands
later in 2010.

Battle for Crete Dinner




Two of the battalion’s predecessor units, the 2/7 ® and 2/8" Battalions, fought in Crete in
WW?2. Each year, the Hellenic branch of the R&SL in Melbourne holds a commemoration of
the Battle for Crete, and members on the two RVR battalions are invited to attend. This year
the commemoration was held at the St Kilda Town Hall on 23™ May, 2009. Mr Tony
Robinson, the Minister assisting the Premier on Veterans Affairs delivered the Premier’s
address. (In 2008, Mr Robinson’s portfolio provided some funds to the Ballarat Ranger
Military Museum to assist in its setting up prior to its opening).

I represented 8/7 RVR, while, LT COL Connelly the CO, represented 5/6 RVR.

The food was fantastic and the Hellenic population most welcoming to all the guests.

The main speaker for the evening was delivered by LTGEN Kalamatas — Hellenic Armed
Forces, Consul General of Greece and representative of High Commissioner of Cyprus. The

response was given by MAJGEN Barry (Ret’d) and there was a formal acknowledgement of
Battle of Crete Veterans present.

Left: Mr Spiros Vardos OAM made the
awards to the top Soldiers of the two RVR
battalions and for 2008. By chance the
awards went to a female Medic from each
battalion. 8/7 RVR was represented by
PRIVATE Erica Rosewarne.

A book launch was held for Mr Steve
Kyritsis (3 RAR Vietnam), author of
Experiences of Greek-Australian Vietnam
Veterans, and an acknowledgement was
made of the Veteran Veterans present.

OPS Cell
With Major Trevor McTernan overseas in The Solomons, the new Adjutant, Captain Mark

Johnston, found himself on arrival in the ‘hot seat’ as the OPSO. WO2 Michael McLennan
took over as Acting Adjutant. The OPS team over the year included WO2 Tom Hubbard
(posted to MUR in 2010), WO2 Shane Armstrong, Sergeant Jim Skett (from Shoalwater Bay,
Queensland) and Sapper Nathan Saunders (from 1 CER, Darwin). Captain Johnston was
happy to hand over the reins to Major McTernan when he returned and went about learning
his job as Adjutant. Having just got used to that seat, he is now working in the Op Anode Cell
preparing the battalion members for deployment to The Solomons in August.

Orderly Room
Contrary to any rumours floating around, the Orderly Room is still manned primarily by

military personnel (at least for the time being). Deanne Saunderson has moved up a pay grade
after having had to go through the application process to retain her position.

Sergeant Dave Schafer left at the start of last year, and from latest reports is sunning himself
in the Sinai and enjoying steins of beer at the German bar. Dave was replaced by Sergeant Ian
Cust, so it was out with the old and in with the older! The Chief decided to throw Ian in the
deep end, so he gave him free rein on the induction training weekend and let him sort out the
Roll Books, incidentals and anything else he could palm off. He passed the test, and the
Chief allowed him to take on the responsibility of Orderly Room Sergeant. Ian has dazzled us
with his skill (on the soccer field), and has fine tuned the ability to listen attentively when the



Chief gives direction, and then go and do exactly the opposite. He has taken on a number of
roles in the mess (bar member, social member and potential treasurer?)

Corporal Mick Durham, now Mick Gallo, was posted to 2 CDO REGT (was 4 RAR).
Corporal Sarah Hiller has stepped up to the movements clerk position and signed on for 2
years on a fixed period of service. She is very organised and efficient and handles the role
without any difficulty. Sarah has also proved to be a bit of a goal sneak, and was instrumental
in the UnSirs (SGs, CPLs and PTEs) defeating the Sirs (WOs and OFFRs) in our recent
soccer tournament.

Corporal Jacky Grant was detached to Admin Coy at the start of the year, and Corporal Luke
McGregor joined the Orderly Room team for 6 months. ‘Macca’ must be the most admin
savvy RAInf soldier in the entire Defence Force. We tried to convince him to transfer to
RAAOC as aclerk, but he insists he is a gunfighter first and foremost! Thanks, Macca, for all
your help earlier in the year, and for your ongoing admin support from B Company.

Once we eased Macca out the door, we replaced him with the popular and polite Private
Sophie Graham. ‘Soph’ is doing a double degree in Nursing and Paramedicine, and helps us
out in the Orderly Room when she can find time between her studies and the hectic social
requirements of a first year student. She also helped out the Recruiting Team in Mildura, and
was very popular with potential male enlistees (like flies around a honey pot!)

Private Kerrie Saffron is doing a great job of single handedly inputting the pay for the
Battalion, and has even been seen outside the office doing a BFA (and passing!) She is keen
for any advice that might help her pass her LF1 shoot.

Sergeant Steve Linane has also signed on for a fixed period of service ‘til the end of 2010.
Being someone with a reputation for fitness, he was given the task of organising a nice, little
team building session for unit PT. Four ‘Mog’ tyres, heaps of hills and some mud soon gave
us all an excuse to get down and get physical. Steve's safety brief went in one ear and straight
out the other as teams of four or five did whatever they could to win. ‘Mog’ tyres were rolled
(out of control), pushed, carried and dragged around the 4 km course, with the RSM
continually mumbling under his breath (‘this was meant to be FUN!") The gym junkies
(WO2s Armstrong, McKenzie, Hubbard) along with the Chief and WO2 McLennan were the
winning team. WO2 McLennan was just able to keep up due to his high level of base fitness
from his running training, but the Chief had to settle for the occasional glimpse of his team
mates as they left him further and further behind. The Chief said it was a ploy to slow them
down and give the others a chance to catch up, but I don't think anyone believed him. We
believe you in the Orderly Room, Sir, ‘cos you're our brave and fearless leader!

The Chief has had a good year, and is looking forward to at least one more in 2011. He's only
half the man he was at the start of the year, and has lost a substantial amount of weight. He
blames it on the imported Chinese chocolates we sell at the front counter (they're from
Germany, Chief!), but we know it's due to the stress of managing his Orderly Room staff. The
Chief has also had a chance to show off his soccer skills, and has proved adept at stopping
goals getting past him. This will of course get harder and harder as he loses weight and can no
longer block the net!

In between soccer, some PT and the occasional breakfast, we also deployed on EX Bobdubi at
Pucka and EX Ypres in Mildura. When I say we, I mean Sergeant Cust! Keep up the good
work, Custy, we're counting on you!




A Coy (WO2 Peter Daniels)

In 2009, A Company was ably lead by Captain Marcus Doherty with Captain Tavis Watt as
his 2IC. WO2 Peter Daniels was the CSM and the CQMS was Sergeant David Nicholas.
Training was under Sergeant Rodney Spong with Sergeant Dave Cave at Laverton. Sergeant
Katrina Almond (who thoroughly enjoyed being a protester during Exercise Ypres in Mildura
in September) looked after Recruiting. The Platoon Commander was Lieutenant Stuart Laws.
At Laverton Sergeant Ben Bounden was
Depot Manager with Lieutenant Marcus
Soawyer as Platoon Commander and
Sergeant Ben Willmore was Depot Manager
at Warrnambool. In 2010, Major Gareth
Ward and captain Adam Runciman took
charge of Company Headquarters.

Left: Captain Doherty with his new Lts,
Laws and Soawyer after the Officer
Graduation Ceremony at the Shrine in
March.

The year 2009 started at a frenetic pace with the Battalion deploying to Puckapunyal for the
beginning of the year induction/AIRN training with A Coy deploying with the rest of the
Battalion on Friday 6th February. The Company settled down for an extremely hot, restless night.
The following morning saw the cancellation of the BFA (due to the extreme heat that the area
was experiencing) and we got on with the mandatory training briefs. By around lunchtime there
was the smell of smoke in the air, and reports had started filtering down of a fire somewhere, and
the possible need for some of the members of the company to go home to protect their families.
The following day saw the call out of the RRF to help the civil agencies deal with what is now
known to us all as the fires that destroyed so many properties and lives. A Companies rotation
began on Friday the 13th Feb, with the deployment of many of its members including the OC and
CSM. The images of the devastation and the suffering of the people are those that will remain
with those who went for a very long time.

The next activity planned for the Company was a Sect attack demonstration, and recruiting stand
at the Fort Queenscliff open day on the 14 March. The section, led by CPL Lynch, the recruiting
stand led by CPL Almond and the CSM travelled to Fort Queenscliff for final rehearsals, the day
began fine with plenty of sunshine and heaps of people, keen to see what was inside the ominous
brick walls. Just before the displays were about to begin Queenscliff was struck by a mini cyclone
and rain, the event was cancelled at the last minute, so we all drove back to Newland Barracks
secured the weapons and decided what we would now do with our free Saturday.

The beginning of April saw the Coy deploy to Puckapunyal for Ex Marksmanship Quest. This
was a Cat A live fire weekend including a MAG 58 course, with what looked like the whole
Brigade’s worth of 7.62mm and (for those who scored high enough on the LF6) the Applied
Marksmanship Practice. This shoot was conducted to see who would qualify for the “crossed
rifles” There was a few who came close including CPL Dinning, but unfortunately, no one could
quite get over the line. On the Sunday LCPL Dvoracek was promoted to CPL by the CO and
RSM, even if he did have his hands in his pockets when greeting the CO.

ANZAC day was the next activity in which A Coy had numerous moving parts to coordinate,
including the following Catafalque parties and ceremonial activities:







