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A SOLDIER
I WAS THAT WHICH OTHERS DID NOT WANT 10 B8

I WENT WHERE OTHERS FEARED TO GO AND DID WHAT OTHERS
FAILED TO DO.

I ASKED NOTHING FROM THOSE WHO GAVE NOTHING
AND RELUCTANTLY ACCEPTED THE THOUGHT OF ETERNAL

LONELINESS ... SHOULD I FAIL.

I HAVE SEEN THE FACE OF TERROR, FELT THE STINGING OF COLD
FEAR;

AND ENJOYED THE SWEET TASTE OF A MOMENTS LOVE.

[ IHAVE CRIED, PAINED AND HOPED .. BUT MOST OF ALL

I HAVE LIVED TIMES OTHERS WOULD SAY WERE BEST FORGOTTEN.

AT LEAST SOME DAY I WILL BE PROUD TO SAY THAT [ WAS PROLUD OF
WIIAT I WAS .....

A SOLDIER

HONORARY COLONEL
PROFESSOR DAVID DE KRETSER AC, GOVERNOR OF VICTORIA

REGIMENTAL COLONEL
BRIGADIER DOUGLAS BALL AM RFD ADC

ALLIED REGIMENTS
THE STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT
(THE PRINCE OF WALES’S) NOW A PART OF
THE MERCIAN REGIMENT
THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF CANADA

COMMANDING OFFICER
LIEUTENANT COLONEL DAVID MCKERRAL

REGIMENT SERGEANT MAJOR
WARRANT OFFICER CLASS 1 DARREN MURCIH

ALLIED ASSOCIATIONS
THE 7TH BATTALION (1939—1945)
THE 2/7TH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION, INCORPORATING
THE 7TH BATTALION AIF
THE 7TH BATTALION, RAR
THE 8TH BATTALION (BALLARAT) ASSOCIATION
THE 8TH BATTALION (ARARAT) ASSOCIATION
THE 2/8THH BATTALION AIF ASSOCIATION IN ASSOCIATION WITH
THE MACARTHUR STREET PRIMARY SCHOOL, BALLARAT
THE 8TH/7TH BATTALION—2 RVR ASSOCIATION




Lieutenant Colonel David McKerral
Commanding Officer

8th/7th RVR CO Lieutenant Colonel David McKerral with Honorary Colonel and
Victoria Governor Professor David de Kretser

The Batalion has achieved a lot this past vear. After overcoming the disappointment of having the uip to
Germany taken away {from us due to funding constraints, the Battalion mstead {focused on training, preparing
and sending people on operatons, the field exercise in Canungra and the 150" Birthday celebrations. As this
magazine goes to print we have members of the Battalion serving in Iraq, Alghanistan, the Solomon Islands
and Malaysia. This vear we have also had our people serve in Timor, New Zealand, the UK and Germany.

This high tempo stresses the need we have 1o take every opportunity (o train hard and effectively. Our training
has a purpose and it is being put into practice around the trouble spots of the world today. It 1s also ensuring
that the Battalion upholds the fine traditions our predecessors created over the past 150 vears.

The Batalion continues to transfer soldiers to the ARA. This vear we transferred around 40 soldiers in a
variety of ranks and trades. Hopefully when they have {inished with their full time career they will tansfer
back to the Reserve and the Battalion and enrich us with their expeniences.

The Battalion has performed very well in its endeavours and has won praise from a variety of sources {or the
way 1t has conducted itsell. You should all stand tall knowing that vou have given vour best and that the effort
has been recognised and well received. Our Honorary Colonel, the Governor of Victona, the Minister
assisting the Premier on Veterans Affairs and the Commander 2nd Division all commented favourably on the

way the Battalion performed.

As I depart on my next posting I would like (o let vou all know that I have been honoured (o serve alongside
vou all. Thank you for the privilege of commanding such a fine unit. I am proud to have served in the best
Battalion in the Second Division.

I extend my best wishes to vou and vour families for the Christimas period. In our relatively small army I am
sure that we will cross paths in the future. Good luck and good soldiering.

Celer et Audax, Cede Nullis




Warrant Officer Class One Darren Murch
Regimental Sergeant Major

2008 has been a proud vear for the
Batalion as 1t celebrated 1its 150th
anniversary. This 1s a milestone that 1s not
experienced by many units and the
professionalism and Esprit de Corps the
officers and soldiers displaved during that
weekend in August will leave a lasting
memory m the minds of those who
participated or witnessed the spectacle.

The Battalion has many strengths, two of
which I wish to acknowledge now as my
tenure draws to a close. The dedication of
the Reserve officers and soldiers 1is
motivaton for the Battalion to strive for
excellence. The Regular Army stafl posted
to the 8th/7th is the glue that binds this
(ine Battalion so strongly.

This vear the tramning program required
the Battalion to deploy on two block
aining  periods - one to Canungra and
one to Canberra. Getting tme away {rom

other life commitments is a challenge and P 188 S
to ask our people to do this twice in one vear is a massive request. The numbers that attended the activities
were staggering and I feel the gains in training, junior leader development and broadening the experience base
were well worth the sacrifice. You will read throughout this vear’s edition of the Ranger Magazine how many
people deploved on operations around the world and the calls keep coming {from our headquarters. The men
and women of the 8th/7th Battalion are keen volunteers to support the Australian Defence Force in whichever
operational environment they are asked to serve in. We receive heartfelt praise from the organisations that are
lucky enough (o have some of County Victoria's Own make up their rank and file.

i
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The Commanding Officer and I pledged at the beginning of 2007 to create a traming environment that was
interesting, varied and allowed growth for our NCOs and officers. I am confident that we have achieved this. It
1s easy to have a vision of this nature but if it is not taken and turned into a living entity that vision won’t be
realised. I applaud the Regular Army stall for committing their heart and souls into the areas of their expertise
and allowing training to be conducted precisely, safely and legally. Their standard of leadership and mentoring
has been at a level that brings great credit to the Battalion. Recognition of our soldiers is a direct reflection of
the great work that has been done by the Regular personnel.

My family and I have been warmly accepted into the Ballarat community and we will dearly miss the {riends
we have made. I am proud to have served with the 8th/7th Battalion and will keep my eve on the successes of
the Battalion in the future.




Major Nell Leckie
Executive Officer

While those in Ballarat often don’t see me, I spend a lot of ume
with the Battalion, ofien doing those things in the background
that either others don’t want to do (like OH&S. and Equity and §
Diversity) or doing things that take the pressure of others (like
representing the Battalion at outside activites).

2008 promised to be busy and it was but unfortunatelv with
Germany being cancelled the vear wasn't quite as busy (or as
enjovable) as it could have been. My plans for the vear were
firsdy, to complete the writing of the batalion history and
secondly, to get the museum building completed. Both of these §
tasks were completed in time for the book to be launched and
the museum opened on the Battalion’s 150" Birthday weekend.
All this had to be done outside my Army time as I sull had all
my XO’s dutes to perform. These included attending an RRF/RRF Command Course at Singleton (needed
for Germany but not a waste of time) and the Battalion’s lead up exercise at Canungra.

While the book has my name on it and I did most of the writing, I was ably supported by a small committee.
This was made up of a local military photograph collector and Vietham Veteran John Dellaca; military
enthusiast and Viemam Veteran Bill Akell; former Commanding Officer of 2 RVR Ted Lynes and the
museum curator and Battalion caterer WO2 Mark Broemmer. I also had some Bendigo input from former
OC C Coy Major Nigel Townsend. Late in the project, Sgt Arthur Mazur, a former ARA member of the
battalion, did some high resolution scanning for the book’s photographs. Without the support of this
committee, the book would not have turned out as well as it did. The editor, indexer and typesetter for the
book were provided by the Army History Unit and Australian Military History Publicatons published the
book at no cost to the battalion. While the books are available in bookshops at a slighily lower price, within the
battalion signed copies of the book are sold through the museum, Regimental Funds and Soldiers Clubs with
profits from the sales going to those organisatons.

The Ballarat Ranger Military Museum was opened in the Old Ranger Barracks (now Dan Murphy’s) in 1989
when Bill Akell was the QM and first curator. When the old barracks closed 1 2001, the museum was moved
to a disused room in the Sebastopol Hall and the City of Ballarat asked for a minimum rental. Also when the
old barracks closed, a WW2 era ‘Q’ hut was moved to the Russell Street barracks where it became the Army
Cadets Office and Q Store. After the opening of the new Ranger Barracks and the closure of Russell Sueet, the
cadet hut was surplus to requirement and after a bit of a red tape battle the hut was moved to the rear of the
new barracks i 2005 and was to be used for the museum. A

Supenvised and assisted by WO2 Broemmer and myself, a small band of dedicated volunteers mcluding a
number of Vietmnam Vets such as Bill Akell, Ray Rosenow, Jell Scullev, Dennis Storer and ‘Tiny Hepburmn,
along with the former Ranger Barracks cleaner and also member of the Battalion Bill Randall and former
soldier David Wrnght put in many hours over three vears to ‘knock the building into shape’. For those who
have been through the museum, it has been well worth the effort.

Apart from my usual acuvites, other activities that I have had some involvement in were:

The 8 RAR Reunion in February, attended by former 8 RAR member and the then Governor-General
Michael Jeflrey, the presentation at Castlemaime of a set of framed shooting badges awarded to a Clunes
member of the Ballarat Rangers in the 1880s to the Clunes Museum (unfortunately not to the Ballarat
Museum), the Sebastopol RS&L Annual ‘Smoke Night' dinner, the RS&L Hellenic Sub-branch ANZAC
Luncheon, the Macarthur Street ANZAC Service, numerous talks promoting the battalion’s history book,
collecion of photographs and memorabilia for the battalion’s museum and the Macarthur Street
Remembrance Day Service.



Captain Matthew Whitwell
Adjutant

This vear has seen many ups and downs for the Battalion. These began with
the prospect of a month trip to Europe where we would be working alongside
our Coalition partners in a training exercise based on the conduct of Counter
Insurgency Operations in Afghanistan. The HQ, Ops and Coy stafl
conducted a great deal of in depth planning to ensure the Battalion was
thoroughly prepared to deploy, only to have the trip cancelled due to lack of
funding. This bought a great deal of disappomntment to the Batalion as a
whole. To 8/7’s credit, the unit has managed to soldier on and maintain a
healthy attitude towards its main function of providing capability to the ADF.
This can be seen by support to a number of activities such as Op Anode, Rifle
Coy Butterworth, exchange programs with UK and NZ armed forces, and our
regular support tasks to places such as RMC, LWC and 4 BDE. We have also
deploved personnel from the unit to East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. The
Battalion has managed all of this while concurrently conducting its own
activities such as Ex Bobdubi at Canungra, the LFX at Canberra and several
sub unit training weekends.

The highlight of my vear as the ADJT was Ex Bobdubi, where 1 got to fulfil
the role of Coy Commander. I feel that the exercise was of great benefit to the
unit as a whole, allowing 8/7 to qualify more drivers and junior leaders and for
those deploved as part of the Rifle Coy. The training conducted at Canungra
focused on being brilliant at the basics, a necessity when operating in jungle terrain. The training that was conducted by the
Section and Platoon stafl under the watchful eves of WO2 McGinley, WO2 Revne and SGT Bounden provided an excellent
foundation from which the Coy could develop its close country fighting skills. This meant that in the space of 10 days, the
Coy went from being relatively inexperienced at the conduct of jungle warfare (o carrving out a tactical cordon and search on
a village under trving conditions. The exercise also demonstrated just how difficult jungle warfare can be and I feel that many
lessons, both personal and collective, were learned from the exercise. The most important lesson which should have been
learnt by all was the need for thorough battle preparation and rehearsals. These two very basic aspects of soldiering can mean
the difference between success and failure, which, from a soldiers perspective, means life and death.

As the end of the vear draws steadily closer, there will be a great many changes to the Battalion in the coming months. The
Battalion will lose the CO, LTCOL McKerral, who departs sunny Ballarat for the challenges of HQ JOC. The unit will also
lose many of its ARA stafl, most of whom leave the Battalion for postngs back to the Roval Australian Regiment and
Training Command. I wish all of those who are posting the best of luck in their future careers and I look forward to working
with vou again at some stage, hopefully on operations.

} My thanks to all of those who I have spent the
peme 15t 2 vears working with. I have had an enjovable
el (ime during my postng at 8/7 RVR and have
8 lcarnt a great many lessons which will stand me in

good stead for the rest of my Army career. I have
! also been fortunate enough to work closely with
some of the best soldiers in the Army, those who
have dedicated a great deal of their personal tme
to the betterment of 8/7 RVR and its members. 1
honestly believe that we who are leaving are
leaving the unit in a better state than it was In
when we got here, that our work, although not
alwavs recognised, has paid off and that we have
s |1 (he unit in a good position, ready for the
challenges the future will bring.

LEFT: CAPT Whitwell, who did not want to be
remembered n polys.




The Operations Cell started 08 on the run with preparaton for CO-OP Spirit. This unit
deplovment involved BHQ and a nfle Coyv exercising in Germany. The planning,
training and admin was well under wav when the task was reallocated to a northern
ARA unit. This was disheartening for the Battalion however the OPS had a consolation
prize up their sleeves which was an all expenses paid trip to the Gold Coast In
Queensland or, more precisely, Canungra for EX Bobdubi. After two weeks in paradise
some of the Battalion members were stll not appeased from missing out on Germany
so OPS came (o the rescue once again and organised a further trip to the national
capital, Canberra. After a week LFX at Majura Range in the ACT, the masses were
satisfied.

Apart from these major acuviues the OPS Cell has performed its usual dutes as the
centre of the umverse with the coordmation of numerous minor activities, processing
681 course nominations, managing several internal and external courses and
maintaining life in general.

The OPS Cell, or Nerve Cenure (NC) as we like to call it, has gone through some
manning changes this vear. It started with Capt John Spencer moving in as the Battalion
Tramming Officer and Mr Geofl Pellow starting as Resource Officer. This increased the
NC to the following:

OPSO MA]J Trevor McTeman

TRG Officer  CAPT John Spencer

OPSWO WO2 Barry Fawcett/\VO2 Tom Hubbard
OPSWO WO2 Shane Armstrong

OPSSGT SGT Maut Dell

RO Mr Geofl (Tiny) Pellow

The NC was working well untl in late April with the loss of the Germany trip and the
onslaught of Canungra approaching, Barry Fawcett found the heat too much and

jumped on the boat to OP Shpper as part of the training team to Afghanistan. Not as

taxing as the NC however we do wish him a good trip and a safe return.

This left a vacancy and the only man for the job was WOZ2 Tom Hubbard. Tom leapt
at the chance to move to the inner circle and become part of the Battalion elite.

Well the vear has been run at constant tempo and the OPS Cell has once again
mamtained our exceptional level of service. We are looking forward to a break however
the Battalion can sleep well at night knowing that whatever situation arises, the

OPERATIONS CELL 1S OUT THERE.




Well, 2008 started off with a new CC straight out of 5/6 RVR. All the administraton
knowledge from the big smoke kindly packaged up and sent to us in the shape of
WO2 Gary Kirk. And what a package - excess postage definitely needed!

Things looked promising for the mandatory inducuon weekend at Pucka when the
Chief took aside all the clerks for a "discussion” on how things were going to operate
under his command. There was a lot of "when I was a Coy clerk" and "this 1s how it's
going to work", but not a lot of "how do vou do it now?" and "what do vou think?".
Needless 1o say I was a bit apprenhensive after that first weekend and tried to hide
down in Bravo Cov for as long as possible. That didn't last long before the Chiefl
seconded me to BHQ and put me to work as the PERS SGT. We had
Dee Saunderson in the frontine as the registry clerk (rock solid as alwavs), CPL
"Mick" Durham shuflling evervone to and fro as the movements clk (and threatening
to call in his Mafia mates if people pissed him off by not advising of their movements
in advance), PTE Kerrie Saffron trving to keep evervone paid and happy (while also
refusing 10 pay people she thought were bludging), CPL "Jacky" Grant trving to keep
on top of transfers, posungs and discharges, CPL Sarah Hiller trving to help out
wherever she could (in between giving birth to a really cute baby girl), SGT Dave
Schafer ruling over the kingdom -
as "supervisor' and last, but not
least, the CC "managing” the lot!
We were fortunate to have af
couple of DTUs to help out with §
the basic clerical tasks for while,
so thanks to Mel Sandford and
Chantelle Lewis for their help.
With all the changes the Chiel
wanted to mimplement, especially
with the rollbooks, it was quite
chaouc for a while. Eventually we
all stopped trving to buck the :
svstem (read "the Chiel") and just : i 3 s O
got on with 1. . r 7

Over time the system started to {low reasonably smoothly, with too much work and a
lack of available stafl’ the main constraining factors. Being a reservist who enjovs
‘Tiving high on 6Y", I was able (o take a day ofl without pay whenever it all got oo
much for me and leave it all up to the ARA mbrs to keep the ship afloat. If you'd like
1o help our ARA brothers and sisters keep the ship alloat, have access to a never
ending supply of bickies and colflee, and work up to 150 reserve days every vear, let
me know and we'll fill out vour trade transfer before vou have a chance to change
vour mind. It's a great opportunity to work 3-4 davs a week and get most of the
benefits of the ARA without being posted all over the country.

Overall we've done the best we could and hopefully we'll be able to keep on top of
evervthing next vear. I vou're looking to change trades and vou're tough enough to
handle the paper cuts (they really do hurt!), let us know - we'll be glad to have vou
(being able to count and spell is a deflinite advantage).

P.S. As a digger you do vour own pers admin. Once vou reach the rank of LCPL and
above you are resposible for your own admin and the admin of those below vou. It 1s

h 2 management {uncton, not a clerical functon. Please attempt to do as much of vour
i own and vour soldiers' admin as possible - 1t will make our job a lot easier - Thanks!

- SGT Steve Linane







