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Editorial Comment

To ensure that the Ranger is distributed by the last Parade Night, the draft has to be at the printer in
Watsonia at least two weeks before that night. Everyone likes to see the Ranger and read what the
rest of the battalion did during the year and maybe see their own name in print. The Ranger can
only be successful if there is a good amount of timely input. Despite the requests, orders, cajoling
etc that has come from BHQ this year, I still find myself sitting at the computer finalising input the
night before the draft is to go to the printer. The consequence will be a Ranger that has not been
fully proof-read and will not contain the best content that it could.

If you or your company have had interesting activities that the rest of the battalion, and for that
matter the rest of the regiment, should know about, get your articles in early in future.

Like the saying ‘you get what you pay for’, in this issue of the Ranger you will only get what has
been put in. In some areas that was nil!!!!

Major Neil Leckie, Editor

Battalion 150" Birthday

The headquarters of the battalion was formed in Ballarat in 1948, 90 years after the first ‘volunteer’
force was raised in Ballarat. Consequently, the battalion’s birthday is taken as the date of the raising

of that ‘volunteer’ force 9 August 1858.

On 9 August 2008 the battalion will celebrate its 150™ Birthday. A weekend has been set aside on
the Parade Card for the celebrations. There will be a Book Launch for the history of the battalion,
the official opening of the rebuilt Ballarat Ranger Military Museum, a Freedom of Entry Parade in
Ballarat and due to the expected number of visitors there will be a ‘Reception’ after the parade
rather than a dinner. SO put the weekend 8-10 August in your diary for 2008 as a ‘must attend’!

Freedom of Entry

The battalion will exercise its right of the Freedom of Entry to Ballarat next August. The battalion
also holds the Freedom of Entry to the cities of Maryborough (1980), Swan Hill (1988), Echuca
(1989), Hamilton (1990) and Bendigo (2006). The first city to grant the Freedom of Entry to a
battalion was in 1959 when the City of Shepparton granted the freedom to the 59 Battalion which
became a part of 2 RVR in 1960.
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Battalion Headquarters

BHQ for 2007 saw some new members and some old hands. New members were Lieutenant
Colonel David McKerral who joined the battalion in February from AHQ via a six month tour of
Iraq with the Strategic Operation Centre of the Multinational Force; Warrant Officer Class 1 Darren
Murch joined the battalion as RSM from HQ 1 DIV, Captain Matthew Whitwell joined the battalion
from 1% Recruit Training Battalion as Adjutant and Chaplain Mark Simmonds from Stawell joined

the battalion as the Padre.

Old hands with the Operations Cell under Major Mike Brown, who served a third year with the
battalion, were WO2 Tom Hubbard who left us for Op Anode in May and was replaced by WO2
Shane Armstrong, and Matt Dell who was promoted to Sergeant in January, and of course the XO
Major Leckie.

BHQ Staff 2007: CO Lieutenant Colonel David McKerral
X0 Major Neil Leckie
ADJT Captain Matthew Whitwell
Padre Chaplain Mark Simmonds
IO SSgt Ivan Solomono
RSM WO1 Darren Murch
Cco

The Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel
David McKerral congratulates Daniel Strack
on his promotion to Captain.

Our role, as part of the ADF, is the defence of
Australia. All personnel face the possibility of
deploying to, or near, war zones. While the
degree of exposure to combat situations would
depend on a number of factors, we may be
called upon to engage in direct action against
enemy forces. Additionally, elements of the
unit are required to deploy to unstable areas
where the risk of violence is high. In these
cases, personnel are required to engage in
offensive or defensive action for the protection of themselves and others.

28/05/2007

This year we have seen members of this battalion exposed to such situations and we are reminded
that we should have a real focus during our training. We are training so that we may work
effectively when called upon and perform to an extremely high standard. We train so that our mates
can rely on us when things get tough and we don’t let them down. We train so that Australia has a
known quality it can rely upon when the call comes, and we train so that the ANZAC tradition

continues to be upheld.

This year we have had members of the battalion deploy to the Middle East, the Solomon Islands and
on ACAP tasks in remote areas of Australia. We have transferred around 40 people to the ARA,
covering a variety of trades from rifleman to padre. We have posted cadre staff back to units who,
by the time you read this, will be overseas. Next year the battalion will have the opportunity to take
members to train in Germany for a month with five other nations. Support tasks for deployments are
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becoming more frequent. We should all have a real expectation that we will be called on to
represent Australia in the future.

I have been very pleased with what I have seen as I have toured the Depots and spoken with you on
exercise or courses. This battalion has many fine men and women in its ranks, people I am proud to
serve alongside. It is pleasing to see the dedication and effort that is evident. This year has held its
own unique challenges and we have met them well. Now as the operational tempo continues to
increase we need to ensure that we can meet the challenges of the future.

Now is the time to rest over Christmas, enjoy time with the family and think on what is to come.
2008 needs to see us focused and ready to train hard, and perform well. I am confident that we are

able to meet that challenge.

X0

Another year gone in a flash and Christmas is just around the corner. When you look back you think
where has it gone and what did I achieve? It seems sometimes not much but I look at my Duty
Statement and see that I am responsible for such things as Equity and Diversity, (no problems there,
thank you all), Non-public Monies Accounts Audits (plenty of problems there, but all solvable!),
Chairman of the Battalion OH&S Committee (no major problems here and we are improving all the
time) and maintain AIRN Compliance (no problems there either: how hard is it to ‘recognise a
push-up’ and ‘recognise a sit-up’ and walk 5 km?)

Then comes the tricky bits! Understudy the CO and represent the CO when he is unavailable. With
a full-time CO that should be easy. Wrong! The CO this year has been extremely busy and being
full-time it has been all too easy for him to be called upon by ‘higher’ and taken away on other
tasks. However, it has been a great working for and with him for the year. The end of the year has
been extremely busy. I have been trying to finish this magazine at the same time as finishing the
first draft of the battalion’s history. If some of the battalion members had put in their articles a few
weeks ago, life would have been much easier!

Next year looks like being just as busy as this year with the courses, LFX and a possible
deployment for us all. Hopefully, the battalion history will come together alright over the next few
months and the museum building finished on time.

As I said, the year has been extremely busy, but as usual from this position, it has been great to have
been able to contribute to and be a part of this battalion which gives a real capability to the

Australian Army.

RSM
The heritage of the Australian Soldier is built strongly around the characters that arose from country

Australia. The 8%/7™ Battalion, fondly known as Country Victoria’s Own, is testament to the three
core values that we base our soldiering upon — Courage, Initiative and Teamwork.

Throughout 2007, the Battalion has taken on many tasks that have tested the mettle of the officers
and the rank and file. Three areas that I am particularly proud of where the Battalion has achieved
very good results are in the fields of personnel management, community support and operational
commitment. Each of these areas required lcadershlp that was applied fairly, compassionately yet
with a focussed approach. :
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Looking after the interests of the Battalion has been critical to keep growing and to retain our
people. Many figures and statistics have been communicated around the unit at different stages,
some are highlighted here: highest AIRN statistic for the year was 79%,

65 soldiers enlisted, 45 soldiers completed 1 RTB,

44 soldiers completed Mod 1 and 34 soldiers completed Mod 2 RAInf IET Courses,

15 soldiers promoted to Lance Corporal, 8 soldiers promoted to Corporal,

2 soldiers attended the Subject One Sergeant Course,

3 soldiers awarded the Soldier’s Medallion for Exemplary Service, and

2 soldiers awarded the Commanding Officer’s Commendation.

These achievements are not made without the efforts and tenacity of personnel at all levels.
Motivated and vibrant personalities, such as the people who feature above will be critical once next

year’s training program begins.

Social events have been important features within the battalion’s calendar and have allowed well
earned breaks from the routine. Formal dinners, the Officer/NCO dinner at Fort Queenscliff, the
visit to the Bushmaster production line, the Mothers’ Day shopping trip, the trivia night and
battalion Christmas function were only a few of the great times that have allowed the families to
come together. I look forward to meeting the new march-ins next year at similar functions.

The battalion is dispersed over about 150,000 square kilometres and with that turf brings many
affiliations with large cities and small towns. ANZAC Day required the battalion to conduct 32
official support ceremonies. The battalion also conducted a synchronised collection effort during
Legacy Week, which raised over $12,000. Ballarat soldiers also sold Poppies leading up to
Remembrance Day and raised almost $1,000 in 6 hours. The ties with RS&L Clubs were made
stronger in 2007 to the point where the battalion is now often the first port of call for advice within
the community on important issues.

During the second half of the year, we deployed over 30 soldiers as part of a company group to the
Solomon Islands to assist with the government’s efforts to provide stability for the local
infrastructure. Our men, many of whom were on their first deployment, did a fine job. The
experiences and knowledge gained will become valuable assets during 2008 when we continue in
the direction of effective and relevant training.

RSM WO1 Darren Murch addressing ADM recipients at Geelong.

The battalion has been blessed with many outstanding Regular Army
personnel without whom the achievements above would have been
limited. Professionalism has always been displayed by each and every
one and has left a lasting impression on the soldiers who call country
Victoria home.

I look forward to the New Year, which is our 150™ anniversary year,
and greeting the next wave of people posted to, or enlisting in, the
battalion.

20/03/2007

Warrant Officer Class One Darren Murch
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Adjutant

As the 2007 training year draws slowly to a close, the battalion doesn’t seem to have lessened its
tempo. The end of year Module 1 and 2 courses will finish off a very busy year for 8/7 RVR.

The beginning of the year saw many new faces coming to the unit, with a new ARA CO, ADJT,
RSM, CSM B and C Companies and an almost completely new Battalion Orderly Room. Initially, it
took some time for these new members to be become acquainted with the battalion and the way
things were done. There have been many changes instituted this year in the general running of the
battalion, and there are more yet to come. Hopefully, these changes make a smoother and more
efficient battalion for the incoming personnel due in 2008/09.

In December, the battalion welcomes home its soldiers deployed to the Solomon Islands on Op
Anode. A PI (+) organisation has been detached to 4 Brigade HQ for almost the entire year, and no
doubt the blokes are keen to get back to their families and loved ones. All reports that the CO has
received have been very positive, outlining the excellent job being done by the 8/7 RVR soldiers

deployed to Op Anode.

The highlight of my year as the Adjutant was my deployment to Kuwait as part of the Force
Insertion Team (FIT) in August/ September. Along with nine other ADF members, most from o
Division, my role was to provide training and assistance to battle groups and inserting Force
elements into Iraq and Afghanistan by running live ranges, medical training, IED training and
assisting with their administration prior to insertion. Above all, the deployment brought home the
fact that the ADF is engaged in battles with Terrorist Insurgents throughout the Middle East.

Our training must be as realistic as possible, and must push us as close to our physical and mental
limits as we can get. Near enough is never good enough in battle.

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of WO2 Sean McGinley (CSM A Company), WO2 Barry
Fawcett (CSM B Company) and WO2 Mick Reyne (CSM C Company) for their hard work this
year. They have ensured that the companies of the battalion have continued to work and run
smoothly, while being physically displaced from the Battalion Headquarters.

They have balanced functions such as ANZAC Day parades with training activities such as
weekend sub-unit training and both Battalion Live Firing Exercises. All soldiers and JNCO’s
should aspire to become like these three men, as they are three of the best WO2’s in the Army. This
can be seen by the number of soldiers from each of the companies who have transferred to the
Regular Army this year. I believe that these figures are a direct reflection of the CSM’s.

Next year, the focus and tempo of the battalion will change yet again. The battalion will set its
sights on Counter Insurgency Operations (COIN). This is aimed at preparing the soldiers, NCO’s,
Warrant Officers and Officers for the challenge of fighting and destroying an enemy who never
plays by “the Rules”. The many challenges that this style of operations brings with them will
provide the battalion with more than enough training and work to do, beginning in March with our
first training weekend.

From this first weekend, the battalion will begin the task of preparing itself for another year of
soldiering. As always, the initial priority will be AIRN status, as this determines the battalion’s
ability to function and provide capability to the ADF. The CO intends that the battalion
concentration on 09/10 February will go a long way to getting us off to a good start, it will then be
up to all pers within the battalion to maintain their AIRN compliancy.
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The 2007 Training year has been busy, with many challenges for myself personally and BHQ as a
whole. I feel that next year will be even busier, and that the bar that has been set this year will go up
some notches by this time next year.

I wish every member of 8/7 RVR a Merry Christmas and a safe and happy beginning to 2008, and 1
look forward to resuming the war on Admin next year.

M.R. WHITWELL

CAPTAIN
ADJUTANT
Operations Cell
OPS Cell Staff 2007 OPSO Major Michael Brown
OPS WOs Tom Hubbard, Shane Armstrong
OPS SGT Matthew Dell

Resources Manager Mt Geoff ‘Tiny’ Pellow

After three good years at the battalion, I am being posted as the 2IC Warrant Officer and Non
Commissioned Officer Wing at LWC, Canungra. I often hear the phrase “Ops never stops”. The
gentlemen in the OPS Cell work very hard to ensure that all the jobs are done. To achieve the many
tasks there is a good team of people, namely: WO2 Shane Armstrong; WO2 Tom Hubbard;
Sergeant Matty Dell and the recently appointed public servant, Mr Geoffrey Pellow. All of these
people have worked together in various roles over the years, within the battalion. They have a good
team spirit that enables the training of soldiers in the battalion, and external to it, to occur.

WO2 Tom Hubbard is presently in the Solomons as the CSM of Rotation 13 on OP ANODE,
Solomon Islands. He is certainly missed in the OPS Cell, but making an important contribution to
the success of the mission. The Battalion has 34 personnel on operations in the Solomon Islands.
WO2 Hubbard moves to recruiting in 2008.

WO2 Shane Armstrong was “pleasantly” surprised when he came to the Operations Cell after a
‘daunting year’ as acting RSM. He discovered that OPS does stop, occasionally. WO2 Shane
Armstrong’s main task is ensuring that there are suitably qualified personnel to support the directed
tasks given to the Battalion. He also “chases” post activity reports, among many other tasks.

Mr Geoffrey Pellow, aka “Tiny” was appointed in June 2007 as the Unit Resource Officer for 8/7
RVR. He also has responsibilities for the unit resources of 4 CSSB. As a reservist, Tiny also works
in the OPS Cell at HQ 4 BDE, usually on Tuesday nights. During my first year at the unit, 2005,
Tiny as the OPSWO helped me to navigate the workings of a rather large spread organization, with
the numerous courses conducted, personalities, locations, coordination difficulties and so forth. I
learnt, initially from Tiny, that one of the best tools we had at the unit was the OPS LOG on Lotus
Notes, which unfortunately has not been replaced with Outlook. Tiny Pellow is a versatile
individual who has the interests of 8/7 at heart and he has been a valued adviser to me.

The OPS Cell coordinates support to other military units in order to assist in their training. During
the passed year, 8/7 RVR has provided OPFOR and instructors to ADFA, LWC-V, Royal Military
College and Monash University Regiment. Also, personnel with specialist skills supported other
units, for example, SGT Hansen - 6 RAR as a sniper supervisor in East Timor and Captain Baird
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and Corporal Vorbach supported the Army Aboriginal Community Assistance Program (AACAP)

at Doomadgee in sunny Queensland.

In the table below are some of the support tasks performed by members of the unit.

SUPPORT MEMBERS Dates
Monash University Regiment CPL Walker Jan 07
CPL Oakley
RMC CAPT Whitwell Feb —Mar
Canberra WO2 Fawcett Apr — May
SGT Anderson 1-14 Jul 07
SGT Lopez 28 Aug — 16 Sep
6 RAR SGT Craig Hansen Sep 06 — Mar 07
15 TPT WO2 Reyne May 07
AACAP CAPT Kaylene Baird May — Jun 07
CPL Vorbach
SCMA Fort Queenscliff A Coy RAINF TACTICAL 17 Mar
DISPLAY IN SPT OF ARMY
BIRTHDAY
1 INT BN MAJ M Harris Nov 06
LCPL Fitton and Mar 07
LCPL Purcell
ADFA PTE M Watters 3-14 May 07
Jervis Bay PTE B.C. Craske
PTE D.J. McCrawley
SPR A J Tait
PTE P R McDermaid
PTE G. P. Chandler
PTE S.V. Godwin
PTE Silverii
PTE Krizanic
PTE Black
AIST 15 CAPT John Spencer May — Aug 07
US Marines California
Melbourne University Regiment | CPL Potton 8 Jan — 2 Feb
SGT Dell May 07
WO2 Murphy
SGT Cox
Mission Rehearsal Exercise — LT Paul O’Donnell Jun 07
Cowley Beach WO2 Michael Reyne
For OP ANODE
OP Catalyst WO2 “Tas’ McGinley May - Jun 07
FIEG Kuwait CAPT Matt Whitwell Sep — Oct 07
EX Talisman Sabre 07 PTE Cole 8/7 Jun 07
PTE Louw 8/7
Shoalwater Bay Training Area PTE Quigley 8/7
PTE Collis 8/7
PTE Faul 8/7
PTE Simmons 8/7
SPR Trait 8/7
LWC Vic Sub 1 CPL SGT Cox Jul 07
Red Cross MAIJ N Leckie Jun, Sep and Nov.
CFA Fiskville PTE Gregor
PTE Winter
APEC PTE Faul Sep 07
Sydney
4/3 RNSWR SGT Cox Oct 07

INF IET MOD 1







