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INSIDE THIS ISSUE OF “THE RANGER™

Battalion History Commanding Officer’s Report
Executive Officer’s Report Cpl Gaitan Gymnasium
OPS Cell Report Freedom of Entry Bendigo
Remembrance Services Battalion structure

Op Acolyte Naming of Geelong MUD
Prince of Wales Award A Coy

B Coy C Coy

CSS (formerly Admin) Coy ADM Presentation
‘Dinkum Oil’ Book Launch 39® Battalion re-raising
Ranger Museum Iraq

EDITOR’S COMMENTS:

Thanks to all members who contributed. If I don’t receive any input from an area of the
battalion, nothing gets written on that area. You only get out what you put in!!!

Many thanks to Pte Tavis McLaren for his work on the cover.

BATTALION HISTORY

As the headquarters of the battalion has been in Ballarat since the re-raising of the CMF in
1948, the official birthday of the battalion is taken as 9" August 1858, which is 16 days
before the Bendigo militia was formed. Consequently, in 2008 the battalion is officially 150
years old.

Planning is in hand to have a history of the battalion compiled for launch at the 150
celebrations, along with a re-opening of the Ballarat Ranger Military Museum back on
defence land.

If you have any interesting items of history from an Army depot in your town, or from towns
in Victoria and Southern NSW which once had an Army presence, please forward them to the
XO for inclusion in the history. Some examples of current battalion memorabilia are:

38" Bn Colour at Swan Hill 1 Independent Rifle Coy RVR Flag at Mildura
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8/7 RVR — A BRIEF HISTORY

The 8"/7" Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment, encompasses the area bounded by
Mildura, Warrmmambool, Geelong, and Shepparton. The Battalion HQ is at Ballarat, 110km
west of Melbourne.

The Ballarat part of the history of the Battalion commenced on the 23" October 1857, when a
meeting of citizens in Ballarat was convened to consider the possibility of establishing a Rifle
Corps in the district. Representations were made to the Government of the Colony of
Victoria and assent for the enrolment of a Corps was received on the 21% July 1858. The first
parade of the new unit was the 9™ August 1858. As the Battalion Headquarters is based on
Ballarat, this date is celebrated annually as the battalion’s birthday. The battalion has existed
since that date with an uninterrupted history, although under a variety of titles. The present
day 8"/7™ Battalion traces it’s lineage back to a number of units. These include the s
Battalion (City of Ballarat Regiment), 7" Battalion (The North West Murray Borderers), the
38" Battalion (The Northern Victorian Regiment) and the 59" Battalion (The Hume
Regiment). These battalions cover the major cities of Ballarat, Mildura, Bendigo and
Shepparton.

The Battalion has been granted and used The Freedom of Entry to the following cities in the
area:

Ballarat 1983 & 1998 Maryborough 1980
Echuca 1989 Swan Hill 1988 & 1999
Hamilton 1990 & 2000 Greater Bendigo 2006

The year 2006 saw the Geelong members move into the refurbished Geelong Depot, which
they now share with 2/10 Fd Regt, the Laverton members move into larger premises at
Laverton and a new depot open at Monegeetta.

8/7 RVR BATTLE HONOURS
Boer War South Africa 1899 — 1902
World War One World War Two
Landing at Anzac Cove Bardia 1941
Somme 1916 — 1918 El Alamein
Ypres 1917 Capture of Tobruk
Bullecourt Greece 1941
Polygon Wood South West Pacific 1942 — 1945
Amiens Finisterres
Albert 1918 Hari River
Mont St Quentin Bobdubi 11
Hindenburg Line Lae Nadzab
Pozieres Borneo
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COMMANDING OFFICER

“The young people of today are the leaders of tomorrow, but we sometimes wonder whether
they are going to be followed or chased.” - Anon

It seems only yesterday that the XO was chasing me for last year’s Ranger Magazine article
and I now realise what a busy and challenging year we have had. In order to appreciate this |
will start with the year in review. At the start of the year the battalion participated in Op Relex
- supporting of our Navy brothers patrolling the Northern Borders from Darwin to Christmas
Island in search of illegal fisherman. This was ably commanded by 2Lt Paul O*Donnell who
returned a Lt with a wealth of experience. In March. together with the rest of the 4th Brigade,
the Battalion participated in Op Acolyte — Defence Support to the Commonwealth Games.
The 4th Brigade RRF undertook venue search tasks, Vehicle Checkpoints and ceremonial
duties whilst I had the onerous task of sitting at the MCG for two weeks as the Senior
Defence Liaison Officer.

On the training side and exercise side, the battalion conducted a number of major activities:
o Initial Employment Training (Module 1) at Puckapunyal in February,
¢ A Reconnaissance course in Tasmania & Signallers Course in Warrnambool in March,
e A Battalion Live Fire Exercise at Puckapunyal in June,
e Exercise Hamel, the 4th Brigade concentration at Cultana, SA in September, and
¢ Initial Employment Training (Module 1 & 2) in Tasmania in November.

Together with another busy training program next year the battalion is preparing to deploy a
platoon and CSS elements to the Solomons as part of Op Anode — Regional Assistance

Mission to the Solomon Islands.

The battalion has been busy refurbishing facilities, much to the credit of the QM and staff. We
now have nine depots; Warrnambool, Geelong, Laverton, Ballarat, Bendigo, Shepparton,
Swan Hill, Mildura and a new depot at Monegeetta. In Geelong, A Coy has co-located with
2/10 Fd Regt in new Multi-User Depot which will be formally opened in December by the
Divisional Commander Maj-Gen Flawith.

On the personnel side we suffered for most of this year for a lack of ADJT, RSM and ROMS
at various times but the OPSO, CC and QM carried the extra burden. I greatly appreciate their
work and that of WO2 Armstrong (Acting RSM), and Lt O’Donnell & Capt Baird (Acting
ADJTs) for their help.

The battalion currently has an effective strength of 330 of which 30 are ARA, 100 are in
training and 200 are trained. An audit of Army Individual Readiness Notice compliance was
conducted at the end of October which had the battalion at 74% compliant which is a
significant improvement over the 20% at the beginning of last year.

On a sad note the battalion lost Cpl Alex Gaitan to leukaemia in the middle of the year but has
dedicated the BHQ gym in his memory recognising the gruelling PT sessions he regularly ran.

Our recruiting team, capably led by WO Steve Merchant, exceeded the recruiting target of 75
by 2 and implemented many effective strategies which will bode well for the battalion’s

future.
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The new Battalion Structure kicks in next year. The Battalion will have BHQ and CSS Coy
and 3 Rifle Coys with embedded Combat Support and Combat Service Support elements. The
Rifle Coys will be geographically located with C Coy in the North, B Coy in the Centre and A
Coy in the South.

In the New Year, the battalion will welcome a number of new faces in the HQ. My successor
as CO is Lt Col David McKerral ARA who is currently in Bagdad. WO1 Daren Murch is our
new RSM and Capt Mathew Whitwell the ADJT. The stability of the battalion will be ensured
by the remaining of Major Michael Brown as OPSO and Maj Neil Leckie as 2IC, although
they may swap roles for a bit of variety!

Last weekend the battalion received the Freedom of Entry to the City of Greater Bendigo
which was a fitting way to spend Remembrance Day. Although the year is not over, as we
still have much to do, I am very proud of what the battalion has achieved. I look forward to
the battalion going from strength to strength and celebrating it’s sesquicentenary on the 9t
August 2008 with a great sense of pride.

Now to the quote: One of the great delights of being a Commanding Officer is watching the
growth of young leaders, soldiers and officers. I have been lucky to serve with and have the
opportunity to promote many of them as they grow in capability and competence.
Accordingly, I am confident our future is sound and not without humour. Finally, I wish all
our family and friends a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Robert Marsh, RFD
LTCOL

Commanding Officer
ghon Battalion,

Royal Victorian Regiment

Lt Col Marsh, Regt Col, Col Riley, Hon Col The XO Major Leckie Presents the
Mr John Landy and CO 5/6 RVR Lt Col Grimes CO Lt Col Marsh with his ADM

at Government House for the farewell to the Hon Col
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER Maj Neil Leckie

Another extremely busy year gone. Where did it go? When I gave away full time work and
became a part-time teacher 1 thought that I would have plenty of time to do all sorts of things.
Not so. People say that you always find things to do to fill in your time. This year was no
exception. There have been innumerable tasks to be done. many under the guise of the XOs
Duty Statements of “understudy and fill in for the Commanding Officer” and “other duties as

directed”.

Most of the activities were pleasant! On 27" May, along with the Regimental Colonel, Col
Paul Riley, my wife and I attended the Battle of Crete Commemorative Luncheon held by the
Hellenic Sub-branch of the RSL. The lunch was held at the sub-branch clubrooms in South
Melbourne. What an eye opener! All speeches were made in Greek and English. The food was
magnificent. Huge plates of fish and chips was brought out. There was more there than we
could eat, and this was only the appetiser. What followed then was the main course of roast
lamb and vegetables and then sweets.

The senior guests at the lunch were Air Marshall Margaritis Mouzas, Vice Chief of the
Hellenic Defence Force, and Navy Captain Anastasios Michelis. Fortunately for them the
Greek team were in Melbourne for the soccer friendly that weekend and they were able to see

the game.

The lunch is about commemorating the Battle of Crete in which the Australian 2°4/7" and 2™
/8" Battalions fought. 17,125 Australians took part in the battle during the period 28" May to
1 June 1941.

Regt Col, Col Paul Riley, with Air Marshall Guests at the Battle of Crete
Margaritis Mouzas and Mrs Mouzas and Dinner
Captain Anastasios Michelis

Another activity attended was the renaming of the Overseas Deployed Forces Unit to 39"
Personnel Support Battalion on Kokoda Day, 8" August, at The Shrine of Remembrance in
Melbourne. (See separate article). This activity was extremely significant to me as with my
wife I had just completed the Kokoda Track and the efforts of the 39™ Battalion was fresh in
my mind.
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Then there was the Vietnam Veterans Annual Dinner in Ballarat on 25™ August where the
guest speaker was a man I undertook officer training with. Gary McKay was awarded a MC
for his actions in South Vietnam. He was also the last officer wounded in the conflict.

Later in the year I was involved in organising Cpl Baird getting to the UK for his RVR
Association Scholarship attachment with the West Midlands Regiment where our Allied
Regiment, The Staffords, have there Territorial Army Companies now located. (See separate

article).

Then there were the Remembrance services at the Macarthur Street Primary School (another
article) and the big one at Bendigo on Remembrance Day (also another article).

Lastly there were two book launches. The first was Ron Austin’s book “Where ANZACs
Sleep” on 23™ June at Ranger Barracks. This book is a collection of photographs taken
mainly at Gallipoli by the 8" Battalion’s Capt Jack Duffy. The second launch was for
Amanda Taylor’s book “Dinkum Oil” in Ballarat on 10® November. This book is a collection
of World War One letters published in the Ballarat Courier (another article).

Tie all this in with working with the committee getting the museum building up to scratch,
working on the battalion history etc etc etc and the year has flown.

The good news for me and I hope for the rest of the battalion, is that I have been granted an
extension to my service and will remain with the battalion until after the 150™ Birthday
celebrations in August 2008. During this time I will be working towards the completion of the
history of the battalion and the opening of the museum.

Your assistance in these matters will help.
CPL ALEX GAITAN MEMORIAL GYMNASIUM

Alex Gaitan joined the Army Reserve with 8/7 RVR on 25™ March 1995. On 1% January 1996
he joined the Regular Army and went to 1 RTB Kapooka. On 23™ December 1996 he was
posted to the School of Armour and served with the Armoured Corps until transferring back
to 8/7 RVR as a Reservist on 20™ January 2003. After a period of time overseas, Cpl Gaitan
returned to serve with 8/7 RVR as a Sub-unit PTI and Medical Clerk with the RAP. Despite
undergoing a bone marrow transplant, Alex succumbed to Leukaemia and passed away earlier

this year.

To honour his memory and the valiant fight he put up against his illness, the battalion named
the BHQ Gymnasium after Cpl Gaitan. On 31* October his father Manuel, mother Clara,
brother Henry and sister Magaly, along with a few family friends, attended a short service and
unveiling of the nameplate for the gymnasium run by Chaplain Buijs.

Manuel Gaitan was an Alpaca farmer in Peru. With his family he brought Alpacas to
Australia via New Zealand and settled in Victoria. They worked for Lismore farmer, and
former 22 RVR Sgt, Chris Lang and have remained good friends. Chris attended the service.
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PMC Ranger Club Cpl Troy Best presents Cpl Alex Gaitan’s family with his
framed medal outside the Alex Gaitan Memorial Gymnasium

OPERATIONS CELL REPORT 2006

2006 was another very busy year for the battalion. 8/7 RVR has a relatively high tempo for a
regionally based reserve unit. The following highlights the main, but not all, activities and
some of the participants in these activities. There were many weekend and day activities
conducted during the year that were important for the operational focus of the battalion. This
article will concentrate on the continuous activities conducted by the unit or to which a
significant contribution occurred.

There were also many directed support tasks undertaken by the unit, which at times placed a
heavy load on certain individuals.

The 8™ /7" Battalion, is to be re-roled from January 2007. The role of 8/7 RVR will be:

“To provide specified individual and collective light infantry capabilities to
support, sustain and reinforce Army’s operational forces.”

The battalion exists for the purpose of producing capability for defence. It is well equipped
and resourced to undertake all the training and tasks required of it, within some personnel
limitations.

INFANTRY IET MOD 1 Course 4-19 Feb

The first major activity was the Infantry [IET MOD 1 Course which was conducted out of
Passchendaele Barracks, Bendigo. WO2 Anthony Osmond, CSM C Coy was the Course
Manager. Eight members of the unit qualified on the course. Good use was made of Wellsford
State Forest for navigation training. The battalion’s cooks catered for the activity.

RECONNAISSANCE COURSE 6-28 May

A Reconnaissance Course was held at Buckland Training Area in Tasmania during May. It
was a very demanding course. The students deserve much credit for undertaking this
challenge. The conduct of the course was a joint effort with 5/6 RVR. WO2 Jason Watene
from 5/6 RVR was the Course Canager. Twelve members of the battalion attended the
course. Cpls Craig Hansen of Mildura and Steven Oakley from Laverton instructed on the







