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The Battalion leaving Ranger Barracks, Ballarat for the
last time on Tuesday 24 July 2001 after 115 years of
continuous occupation. (Photo courtesy Ballarat Courier)

A BRIEF HISTORY OF
8/7 RVR

The 8"/7" Battalion, the Royal Victoria Regiment,
encompasses the area bounded by Mildura,
Warrnambool, Geelong and Shepparton. The
Battalion Headquarters is at Ballarat, 110km west
of Melbourne.

The history of the Battalion commenced on the 23"
October 1857, when a meeting of citizens in Ballarat
was convened to consider the possibility of
establishing a Rifle Corps in the District.
Representations were made to the Government of
the Colony of Victoria and assent for the enrolment
of a Corps was received on the 21% July 1858. The
first parade of this new unit was the 9th August 1858.

This date is celebrated annually as the Battalion’s
birthday.

The Battalion has existed since that date with an
uninterrupted history, although under a variety of
titles. The present day 8"/7" Battalion traces its
lineage back to a number of units. These include
the 8" Battalion (City of Ballarat Regiment), 59"
Battalion (The Hume Regiment), 7" Battalion (The
North West Murray Borderers) and the 38" Battalion
(The Northern Victorian Regiment).

The Battalion has been granted and exercised
Freedom of Entry to the following cities in the area:

Ballarat 1983 and 1998
Echuca 1989
Hamilton 1990 and 2000
Maryborough 1980
Swan Hill 1988 and 1999

The current operational role for the Battalion is in
the defence of vital assets in Northern Australia, as
part of the 4" Brigade from Victoria.

The year 2001 marks the last year in which the
Battalion paraded in the Ranger Barracks in Curtis
Street, Ballarat. The Battalion has continually
occupied the site since the 2™ July 1886.

8/7 RVR BATTLE HONOURS
Boer War

South Africa 1899-1902
World War One

Landing at Anzac Cove
Somme 1916-1918

Bullecourt

Yypres 1917

Polygon Wood

Amiens

Albert 1918

Mont St Quentin, and Hindenburg Line
World War Two

Bardia 1941

Capture of Tobruk

El Alamein

Greece 1941

South West Pacific 1942-1945
Finisterres

Hari River, and

Bormeo
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From LTCOL Rob Haughton

© A year has passed

since I took over as

§ CO, and hasit been
an eventful year.

The move from Curtis St Barracks, after 114 years
of continuous occupation by the Army, in both its
current form and past manifestations has been both
trying and challenging. To maintain Battalion
operations during the move was difficult, but was
achieved. The negative press did not help the public
image of the Battalion and steps taken helped but
in reality the Battalion was caught between the
developer and the Defence Estate Organisation who
were the parties negotiating the sale. The move of
the Museum to Sebastopol, even as a temporary
measure has been very successful and will help
continue the history of the Battalion over the future
years.

I'was pleased that we marched out from Cutis Street
but felt as if the old Ghosts of past members and
soldiers were wondering why the Battalion was
leaving. The flag lowering and Colours on parade I
feel was a fitting farewell to the Depot. Time moves
on.

The temporary accommodation at Broodseinde
Barracks for all Ballarat personal has led to reduced
office space and the Q Store and Transport removed
to a warehouse, but it is workable and very friendly.

I have made an effort throughout the year to visit as
many of the Battalion’s Depots on Parade Nights as
possible and the Company HQ locations on a regular
basis. I have been pleased to see the level of
enthusiasm and professionalism at all locations and
in particular the recruiting and training programs in
place to both attract and retain our soldiers. Keep
up the good work.

The SED review has occurred and it would be remiss
of me if I did not cover some issues that came from

this negotiation on the future of the Battalion. Asa
result of the review the new structure allows for all
depots in the Battalion to be manned by full time
staff, and a majority of key positions have and will
be filled. The Battalion will be changed in a number
of areas but all individuals will have a position and
a clear role to meet job requirements for current and
future positions within the Battalion.

Further challenges are in store for the Battalion in
2002 with three Multi User Depots ( MUDs) being
constructed, one for Ballarat, one for Geelong and
the one in Bendigo has commenced. Expectations
of the Army for the Reserve will focus on real
capability that can be produced and employed in
operations. This will impact on the Battalions
members as each person will need to confirm the
level of commitment they can give, whether it be
for voluntary service on a full time basis or other
forms of service requirement. All members of the
Battalion have the skills, knowledge and attributes
to achieve all competencies in their trade and rank
and be ready for the opportunities that may present.

I expect all members of the Battalion to focus on
recruiting and sell a positive image to the community
of the Army. This battalion is the face of the Army
for most of Rural Victoria and as such any actions
positive or negative will reflect on the Unit.

I personally wish to thank all battalion members for
their contributions and their families for their support
over this year and welcome new members to the
Battalion, and a farewell to members who are leaving
for further postings.
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RSM'’s Report

e end of training year 2001 is looming large on the horizon. It is hard to believe that ten months have

passed since I took up the appointment of RSM to the 8"/7™ Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment.

The Bartalion has seen some massive changes over a short period of time. They range from the closure of the

Curtis St Depot and relocation of BHQ to Russell St, through the change in role and task all the way to the
SED Review, which will have an impact on our future manning and tasking.

The only constant for the year has been the professionalism and high standards that you, the soldier, have
continued to display. Whether it is while attending course, parading on a Tuesday night, or participating in
. Baralion or Brigade activities, I have been continuously pleased with the overall standard displayed. This is
| not to say that we can rest on our laurels.

I know that I am probably speaking to the converted when I say that the biggest disappointment I personally
have with this year is 8/7 RVR’s inability to consistently parade 80% plus of soldiers. On the majority of
activities conducted for and by the Battalion this year the attendance turnout was, to say the least, poor. To
achieve meaningful training and more importantly, to assure the Battalion’s continued relevance as we progress
further into the new millennium, we as a group need to recruit and retain our numbers. This will not happen if
we cannot put more than a platoon minus per company in the field on any given activity. A Company cannot
conduct realistic training at sub-unit level without a sub-unit.

' linsert here a quote from a young Platoon Commander that was overheard during one of the HAMEL lead up
weekends, “S..t, is the battalion here?” To put the comment in context, it wasn’t until daylight on the Saturday
that the Lt actually saw the visual impact of having a full platoon move out of the harbour on a patrol activity.
It was the first time he had had an opportunity to command a platoon in the field. In the same vein, it was the
first time that platoons SGT and CPL’s had seen a full strength platoon in the field since completing their
various promotion courses.

I am making it my personal creed as we move into 2002 to aim for an 80% attendance for every single activity
and I ask you, the only people who can make it happen, to adopt the same creed. The SGT’s should be ringing
the CPL's who should be ringing the LCPL's who should be ringing the Group Commanders who should be
[ | ringing the soldiers to ensure that all members are attending all activities. I know this is pie in the sky stuff and

not everyone will be able to parade on a given day. It's not working now however, so what have we got to
lose? Give it a try and let’s see what happens. You never know, if the mateship and esprit of days gone by is
reinforced / reintroduced and people actually care about their mates, Battalion and service, maybe just maybe
that young “Subie” will see a full strength platoon again, other than on his Regimental Officer Basic (Infantry)
course that is.

Good luck and good soldiering to all in the future.

‘Duty First’
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From the Editor

live in interesting times. The Battalion since the last issue of ‘The Ranger’ magazine has seen a
N -x / lot of water pass under the bridge.

The magazine reflects the life of the Battalion and the many different activities that members of the Battalion
have been involved in over the 12 months, whether it is home training, courses, camps, or service interstate.

Equally as interesting are the number of members of 8/7 who have served or are currently serving overseas,
be it Bougainville, Sierra Leone or Timor.

Probably for 8/7 RVR, the most notable event of the year was the departure from the drill hall that the
Battalion had continuously occupied since 1886. Certainly it occupied the minds of many of the Battalion for
much of the year.

Temporarily accommodated in demountables at Russell Street, the Battalion can now look forward to the
construction of the new MUD and all the work that will be involved in planning and moving to the new
location near the Arch of Victory.

Since the last publication, the world too has changed. The arrival of the illegal immigrants to our near north,
the horrendous events on September 11" in New York and Washington DC will impact on us all, particularly .
those of us who serve in the Defence Force.

Certainly Timor impacted on the Battalion. Who knows where the events in the next 12 months will lead the
Battalion? Contingent with this is the change in role for the Reserve in the Defence Force, and the legislation
that has been passed to support this new role.

As stated at the beginning, we live in interesting times. For all the varied activities that the Battalion has been
engaged in the 2000 — 2001, ‘The Ranger’ reflects a good cross section of these activities.

Read and enjoy.

The Editor
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Alpha Company

e start of the year was celebrated with the

I safe return of A Coy’s Timor veterans, LCPL
White, PTEs Baird, Berends, Dinning, and

Miller. Most members took full opportunity to listen
to the “waries” of now operationally experienced

soldiers. LCPL White was soon promoted back to
his former rank of CPL.

The Alpha Coy weekend in March went well with
LT Fehring in command. It started off with a night
patrol of 3-4 km using Ninox, which got the blood
munning. Section attacks and patrolling were the tasks
for Saturday. It was wet, cold and miserable, perfect
conditions for the infantry to train in (according to
their PL COMD). The weekend concluded with a
PL patrol and attack that was conducted with a lot
of vigour despite a large opposing force of aggressive
leeches.

April saw 25 members partake in the ‘Beat the
Retreat’ at Queenscliff. A Coy was able to conduct
its parade but shortly afterwards a bomb threat
occurred and the rest of the evening cancelled.

In May the Coy saw the departure of its CSM WO2
O'Brien to Kapooka on FTS. WO2 O’Brien has
been missed and will be remembered for his
professionalism and always putting his soldiers first
and foremost.

LT Salagaras ran the weekend in May. The focus on

- the weekend was an assault on the Boswell St Depot

that had been “taken over” while the PL was doing
a CFA. On their return the PL was confronted with
several wounded lying in the street and that set the
tone for the night. The assault went well despite a
major “blue on blue”, numerous members becoming
casualties to booby traps, 50% of the enemy getting
away, and the OC being shot by his own troops. Apart
from that the building was successfully cleared.

May also saw around 12 members partake in a public
relations exercise at the new Mecure Hotel in
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Geelong. Members abseiled down the building and
the experience was enjoyed by all.

Alpha company continues to have soldiers who are
have found their time here so enjoyable that they
have chosen to go full time. This year we have seen
PTE Panetta leave to the ARA and PTE Alexander,
PTE Byrne, PTE Northfield, and CPL Bond are
hoping to transfer sometime next year. We also lost
PTE Carrol and LCPL McHale to Commando’s,
while CPL Harper went over to the “darkside”
(officer training).

In July Alpha Coy celebrated the arrival of its new
OC, MA]J Kyle Tyrrell. One of the new OC’s first
duties was to present SGT Brandich and CPL Bond
their 20 year infantry service awards. WO2 O’Brien
also received his 20 year award which was presented
by our RSM at Kapooka.

In mid August A Coy saw the arrival of several new
members transferring across from the now disbanded
assault pioneers. Despite the loss of pioneers, senior
PTEs are looking forward to retraining in Recon,
Sigs or DFSW in 2002.

PTE Alexander, PTE Dinning and PTE Moran
successful completed their subject one for Corporal.
All did well with PTE Dinning just being “pipped at
the post” for Student of Merit. Showing the way
LCPL Baird was promoted to CPL in August.

Recruiting has been going well with a healthy training
platoon now parading each Tuesday and being run
in the capable hands of Sgt Mcllroy and Sgt
Hardcastle, and with more Direct to Unit (DTU) and
Training Force Establishment (TFE) in the pipeline
for early 2002.
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The Mighty Three Platoon By the by. Recruiting has been going well with a
healthy training platoon now parading each Tuesday

LAVERTON and being run in the capable hands of Sgt McIlroy

and Cpl Hardcastle.doc)
is year has been a building year for 3 Platoon

and that is exactly what the Platoon has 1T Addrian Whitehead

accomplished. Starting with eight men, we e
now have 24 men on the books with another half a
dozen or so at Kapooka. The platoon certainly looks
strong for the upcoming year.

3 Platoon has found a new home on the RAAF Base
at Laverton and is settling in. With the facilities the
Base can offer, it makes business comfortable. The
gym and pool are used most Tuesday nights. Good
for some not so good for others.

With the lack of JNCO'’s in the Platoon the senior
lads have had to step up and a top job they have
done. Hopefully Matt “Matty” Russell, Paul “Joey”
Joseph, Simon “Whitie” White and Mark “Lav’s”
Lavery will get their opportunity next year to step
up to plate and wear the rank that they deserve.

A few different skills have been acquired by 3
Platoon. At the start of the year, Sgt Cox, Cpl Corney,
Cpl Arundell and PTE Matty Russell successfully
completes their “floaties”, that is completing their
basic watermanship course (Skegs eat your heart out.
This was how you handle the surf? Plenty of grunt
and lots of spray).

Later in the year some of the lads, PTE “Joey”
Joseph, PTE “Whitie” White completed their DFSW
training getting plenty of bangs for their buck, well
the tax payers buck. At the same time Cpl Corney
learnt to drive (scary). He claims he knew how to
drive beforehand, but we thought we would play it
safe. PTE “Matty” Russell also learnt to talk?? Over
the radio.

Some of our DTU’s made the transition to TFE and
discovered that they now had some “waries” to tell
from their training. Though some were best left
untold? Thanks Bayliss.

Unfortunately there is not enough space to write of
all the exploits and adventures of 3 Platoon. In
conclusion 3 Platoon’s looking bigger and better,
2002 better brace itself cause 3 Platoon is going to
keep rocking the Naughties (00’ies)
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