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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
8/7 RVR

The 8"/7™ Battalion, the Royal Victoria Regiment,
encompasses the area bounded by Mildura,
Warrnambool, Bacchus Marsh, Shepparton and
Fchuca. The Battalion Headquarters is at Ballarat,
133km west of Melbourne.

The history of the Battalion commenced on the 23*
Oaober 1857, when a meeting of citizens in Ballarat
was convened to consider the possibility of
establishing a Rifle Corps in the District.
Representations were made to the Government of
the Colony of Victoria and assent for the enrolment
of 2 Corps was received on the 21 July 1858. The
St parade of this new unit was the 9th August 1838.

This date is celebrated annually as the Battalion’s
The Banalion has existed since that date with an
wmsnterrupted history, although under a variety of
weles. The present day 8"/7™ Battalion traces its
Smeage back to a number of units. These include
he 87 Banalion (City of Ballarat Regiment), 59™
Bamalion (The Hume Regiment), 7" Battalion (The
Noeth West Murray Borderers) and the 38" Battalion
The Northem Victorian Regiment).

The Battalion has been granted freedom of entry to
the following cities in the area:

Ballarat 1983 and 1998
Echuca 1989
Hamilton 1990
Maryborough 1980
Swan Hill 1988 and 1999

The current operational role for the Battalion is in
the defence of vital assets in Northern Australia, as
part of the 4" Brigade from Victoria.

The year 2000 marks the last year in which the
Battalion paraded in the Ranger Barracks in Curtis
Street, Ballarat. The Battalion has continually
occupied the site since the 2™ July 19806.

8/7 RVR BATTLE HONOURS
Boer War: South Africa 1899-1902

World War One

Landing at Anzac Cove
Somme 1916-1918

Bullecourt

Yypres 1917

Polygon Wood

Amiens

Albert 1918

Mont St Quentin, and Hindenburg Line
South Africa 1899-1902
World War Two

Bardia 1941

Capture of Tobruk

El Alamein

Greece 1941

South West Pacific 1942-1945
Finisterres

Hari River, and

Borneo
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From LTCOL John Paterson

y the time you read this I will have long left
Bthe Battalion for a posting to East Timor.

This came at very short notice and
unfortunately I did not have the opportunity to speak
to each of you before I handed over command. I
deeply regret this as I had planned to visit every depot
prior to my departure, and in particular I was looking
forward to welcoming back to the Battalion our
troops from 6 RAR and the Operational Search
Battalion. It is certainly not the way I would like to
end my command, but if nothing else it illustrates
the dynamic environment in which we all work.

I can categorically state that this posting has been
the highlight of my nearly 25 years of Army service.
Command of soldiers is always a joy, never more so
than at battalion level. Although we are a small
battalion and are not at high levels of readiness we
have certainly more than pulled our weight in the
Brigade. Relative to our effective strength, our level
of participation in Operations Warden and Gold has
been greater than other 4 Brigade units. I know that
you have all participated in this to some degree, and
you can be well proud of the Battalion’s efforts and
your part in them.

With our participation in the mobilisation of 6 RAR
last year, the deployment of the rifle company to
Butterworth, and our role in the Olympics we have
had a taste of how the Reserve can contribute to
Army’s capability in the here and now. I think that
you can all anticipate further opportunities for this.
What this means to each individual is how important
it is to gain your qualifications for rank and trade as
soon as you can. The Brigade may have to provide a
specified capability to Army and this will be
dependent on as many as soldiers as possible
becoming fully proficient in their trade. I know that
you will all give LTCOL Haughton the same support
you gave me as you face the challenges of the future.

As I leave the 8th/7th Battalion I am more
convinced than ever that the only difference between
Reserve and Regular soldiers is the time and
resources devoted to their training. You are all fine
young Australians and you should be proud of your
contribution to our Nation’s defence. I am certainly
proud of you. Good luck and good soldiering to you
all. <
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From LTCOL Rob
Haughton

feel privileged to take over as CO for the 8/7
I RVR, a Battalion that has a proud history, and a

long association with much of rural Victoria. I
publicly acknowledge the work of the past CO, Lt
Col John Paterson and wish him all the best in his
future deployment and postings.

1 have come to the Battalion at an exciting time, but
also at a time of further change. With the
completion of Op Gold and the return to the
Barttalion of some members who have served full
time with 6 RAR, I think that all members of the
Bamnalion should be proud of the achievements by
these individuals. Not only was the Battalion able
1o meet the reinforcement needs of the full time
service, but 8/7 RVR soldiers were able to meet the
employment requirements set for deployment.

1 believe that the Battalion is in for a challenging
vear ahead both from the point of reduced resources
and achieving the desired competencies from the
sesources available. I'would ask that each member
of the Battalion focus on their individual skills and
competencies and use the available training time to
their best advantage. I expect the Battalion to grow
= numbers of trained soldiers and to retain current
members in the next year, but this will require a
woncerted effort from all Unit personnel. In 2001 1
~want 8/7 RVR to be seen as the best Battalion in
the Brigade with the most competent soldiers. I
Jook forward to the challenge of CO.

RSM’s Report

2000 is almost at an end and we can look back on
our achievements with pride and a sense of
accomplishment. Since being appointed as the RSM
in November last year, you the soldiers of the
Battalion have constantly proved you're worth within
the Australian Defence Force.

Without soldiers of the Reserve the 6™ Battalion,
The Royal Australian Regiment could not have
performed their operational function in East Timor
and the Defence Force’s role in the Olympics would
have been nearly impossible to sustain. Both of these
tasks have proved that any soldier given good and
sustained training, leadership and a realistic
operational focus can perform tasks to the highest
level. Well done to all concerned.

For those of us that have remained in Victoria,
participation in activities like Exercise Bobdubi, the
opening of the “Mateship” Statue in Shepparton, the
Freedom of Entry in Hamilton and many others have
proven our ability to perform with credibility.

The quality of the unit's Warrant Officers, Senior
and Junior Non Commissioned Officers has come
to the fore by providing the training, leadership and
embedding the military ethos within the soldiers.
Without them no military unit can function. Thank

vou for your support.

So as I say farewell to the soldiers of the Battalion
and look forward to new challenges in the 21% century
always remember “The only constant is change
itself”.

Good luck and good soldiering to all in the future.

‘Duty First’
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From the Editor

nother year has passed and we are now in
Athe new millennium.  This ‘Ranger
Magazine’ reflects life in the 8"/7" Battalion
as we proceeded from one century to the next. If

however you are pedantic, the turn of 2000 to 2001
will see the real new millennium.

Within the Battalion the ebb and flow of time has
influenced our history. Most notable is the sale of
the barracks and our soon to be departure from a
location that we have occupied since the 2™ July
1886. Next years magazine will tell the story of
this.

Since Ranger 1999, the Battalion has had many
activities. Notable events include the Freedom of
the City of Hamilton, the dedication of the
‘Mateship’ statue at Shepparton and a number of
Battalion activities such as Exercise Bobdubi 11, and
weekend activities at Puckapunyal, Warrnambool
and Bendigo. We too, have had a visit from the
Chief of the Army, Lieutenant General Cosgrove.

Each of the Company’s has also undertaken
individual training and their contributions report on
their activities and their experiences.

Over and above this members of the Battalion have
been integrally involved in Op Search Coy in
Melbourne and Op Gowan Gold in Sydney, and the
ongoing commitment to East Timor.

Lastly, we have two Commanding Officer’s reports.
The CO for the last two years is in Timor and he has
been replaced by LtCol R. Haughton, who took over
the reigns in October.

What this ‘Ranger Magazine’ is about is a report, a
reflection, and a reminder of life in the Battalion for
the last 12 months. Read and enjoy.

Rupert M. Dalley

CAPT |
10/52
Editor

Alpha Company

1l what can I say Alpha Company started

N -x / the year with a rush as always carrying the

Battalion? We started the year by being

awarded the Champion Section trophy won by CPL

Willett and his men. “Note” For those who have

never seen this trophy it is a glass slouch hat

mounted on a wooden stand it also comes with a

champion section flag that is displayed at the Depot
for 1 year.

The first training weekend of the year saw Alpha
Company responsible for its co-ordination consisted
of live firing at the MMR and Sneaker Ranges (SGT
Brandich decided to finish the Sneaker Range 1- 1/
2 hours early which attracted the attention of the
CO, the OC was very impressed).

Late February we travelled to Queenscliff to
participate in the last Beating the Retreat Parade,
the drill was outstanding, the food was great the fire
works went forever and the beer was cold. The
training also started for OP GOWAN GOLD support
to the Olympics.

A couple of days after the parade CPL Ken
Erlenbusch died; (29" February 2000) the men of
Alpha Company sadly miss him.

We were transported to Warrnambool for the March
training weekend to practice Urban Patrolling, VCP’s
and fighting in built up areas. The training was
enjoyed by all, especially the fighting in buildings,
windows were smashed and doors kicked in. Some
people realized that throwing smoke grenades inside
a building is not good to ones health. It also proved
to be very prosperous, we were all issued big wooden
lockers when we arrived back at the Depot thanks
to the Pioneers.

April came with the usual rush of ANZAC Day
support tasks and Alpha Company having a dawn
service at the adopted Boer War Memorial Park.
About 150 people turned up for the service, which
proved to be a success with all involved. We also
provided a number of cenotaph patrties to local RSL's
and the Rats of Tobruk Association.

May saw us traveling to Bendigo to conduct
conventional training, which was a breath of fresh
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air. We could finally practice all our skills and get
away from a Low - Level Operation type scenario. It
started off with some lessons on ambushing and
orders we then actually conducted a platoon ambush.
The next day we conducted a platoon plus attack on
an enemy position. This training weekend was
enjoyed by all, except for CPL Arundell who
developed symptoms of the flu, he looked a sorry
sight.

The next training weekend in June was conducted
at Puckapunyal, which involved some shooting and
APC work. After completing the shooting side of
the weekend the Battalion moved to the APC
shooting range. We observed the APC live fire shoot
after a long wait on the range before the shooting
actually started and an even longer wait to marry up
with the APC’s so we could do some training with
them. When we finally married up with the APC’s
we did some compulsory basic training, then got on
board and moved to our harbor position for the night.
The next morning we rehearsed for a platoon plus
attack, the Brigade Commander arrived to watch and
was impressed. The photo’s below show some of
the action. Xmas beers will be on all the soldiers in
the photos. We know who you are!

July saw the running of the course’s camp at you
guessed it at Puckapunyal (Site Six). The Battalion
ran a Sub Two CPL Course, PTE’s Clark, Carroll,

Wilson, Galt and White from A Coy attended the
course and all passed well done.

The Battalions budget came out and consequently
there were no training weekends in August and
September. However August was soldiers departing
for the Olympics and Sept saw the Chief of Army
visit the Battalion and the boys couldn’t resist a
photo opportunity. More Xmas cheer!

From left 1o right - CPL Hardcastle, PTE Holloway, PTE Clark, The
CA, PTE Bemek, PTE Kemp, PTE Currie, PTE Penning and PTE
Byme

Then finally the purse strings were opened in October
and we were allowed to conduct training at our
Depot. Alpha Company conducted a CFA on the
Friday night also using the NVG's, there was nothing
of interest to see around the Barwon River which
disappointed everyone. The only exciting thing to
occur during the CFA was PTE Clark dropping his
NVG and the whole company having to go back and
search for it which was found much to the relief of
Clarky. The next day we had some lessons on the
NAD, NWS and IR kit.

That night we had a Regimental Dinner at which the
Commanding Officer and RSM attended, a good time
was had by all even the TRGWO got “tipsy”, the
first time anyone had seen this. The soldiers were
surprised we think the TRGWO was also surprised
he had to lean on a lot of furniture.

We are looking forward to the blokes returning from
Sydney and Brisbane in November and December.
This will give us a wealth of experience to kick off
next years training.

We hope that everyone in Alpha Company has a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Bravo Company

ByCAPT David Falloonwith assistance from LT Georgie Francios

CHQ saw a big turn over in both full and part time
staff at the start of the new millenium with Maj
Laidlaw taking over command of the company from
Maj. Hopkins and Capt. ‘'DMEO’ Falloon replacing
Capt. Saultry as 2IC following his transfer to the
ARA. After starting the year without a CQMS, SSgt
‘Savage’ Westbury through his slouch hat into the
ring to take up the vacant position on full time service
until the end of the year. We also welcome back,
CPL Tve been everywhere! Tracey after doing a stint
as Ops Sgt. with WO?2 ‘Battle Chassis’ Spencer the
only member of the 1999 staff remaining and taking
on the added responsibility of CSM following WO2
Bartels posting.

In addition, we have also seen a major shakeup in
each of the PHQ’s with the following members
posted to the company after the transfer of previous
incumbents to other units.
4 Platoon

2Lt McFadden
5 Platoon

Lt Francios

Sgt Skiparis
6 Platoon

2Lt Jones

Sgt Johnson
Overall, the company probably started the year in
the best shape it has for many years with all key staff
positions filled giving it a great opportunity to provide
well programmed training within a proper company
setting.

Prior to delveling into the year’s events, the company
would like to formally farewell the members of the
Bacchus Marsh depot who moved on to parade with
A Coy. The staff appreciate your efforts that you
put in whilst members of B Coy and issue an open
invitation to visit us when you are in the area, you
will always be welcome back to the best company in
the Battalion. At the same time we warmly welcome
the members from Warnambool who now man 6 PI.
Already you have put in a big one this year and we
are looking forward to your future efforts.

Following the fervor of East Timor the major focus
for the Battalion has been the support to Op Gowan

Gold which has seen B Coy provide 31 of our soldiers
with an opportunity to gain new skills and
experiences whilst on operational service. Despite
having a nominal strength of about 85 at the start
of the year this has been reduced to about 60,
following the discharge of non-effectives. 4 Pl have
definitely demonstrated that they are keen to offer
service and have had 10 members of their total
strength of 26 in Sydney for 3 months which is worth
an acknowledgement.

CHQ had great satisfaction in the planning and
conduct of the Bn MOUT weekend conducted at
Briely Hospital, Warrnambool. The JNCO’s had a
large degree of freedom to train their sections with
minimal supervision and the soldiers enjoyed the
chance to break windows and break through roofs
(as a method of building entry) as the hospital facility
was derelict and about to be bulldozed. The soldiers
appreciated this type of opportunity as it doesn’t
present all that frequently and put in a huge effort
displaying enthusiasm and passion, ultimately gaining
a greater understanding of working in built up areas.

In April the Battalion conducted a Range
Qualification Course over 9 days at PMA and was
attended by B Coy members both as students and
support in the form of shooters for the actual range
practice. This was an excellent opportunity for all
members to fire a significant quantity of ammunition
types on the Classification, DFSW, Sneaker, Section
Defence and live fire section attack by day and night.

The May Bn training weekend was an opportunity
for CHQ to deploy to the field with a company (two
Platoons) of soldiers to command, which is not all
that easy to come across with unit resources where
they are at the moment. Ambushing was conducted
by both platoons with many soldiers finding
themselves ‘laying in wait’ for the first time and
experiencing the importance of ‘actions on’ and
rehearsals prior to the occupation. The company
harbor was probed and penetrated, despite the fact
that the rest of the Bn (notional) was providing us
with security for the conduct of battle prep prior to
a cordon and search task the following morning. This
again was a very valuable training weekend for all
involved and another opportunity for the 2IC to find
his way onto the front page of the local newspaper.

However, the 2IC was less than impressed with the
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performance of radio communications during the
exercise. On more than one occasion
communications could not be established with 0A
once the company occupied its night loc despite the
use of the lightweight antenna. At one stage the
OC had the 2IC move around the position until
contact was made and once obtained the 2IC was
ordered not to move least communications failed.
It did! The 2IC looked a pitiful sight sitting out on
- his lonesome swearing at the radio trying to get it to
work again. It was not until the Hot Wash that the
2IC learnt that the 108 Sig Sqn sigs in 0A were
operating in clear when talking to the Coy and then
switching to Crypto for 95. Consequently they could
hear us but we couldn’t hear them. Suffice to say
the 2IC language on leaming this was quite pointed.

Foothall was in the air in June when the annual Aussie
Rules match between B Coy 8/7 RVR and 5/6 RVR
took place at Russell Square in Ballarat. However,
ke everything before the fun could start nominated
B Cov diggers attended the NPMA and Audit courses
that was run on Saturday and gave them an
spportunity to qualify and hopefully a better
wunderstanding of how the Mess Books work. On
Sunday with a little help from our friends (members
Som other 8/7 RVR sub-units) we defeated the boys
from the city by 10 points. Considering the team
had neither trained nor played together the
srformance was excellent. From a CHQ point of
s the turning point in the game would have to
have been when the Captain of the team, WO2
Spencer made his entrance late in the quarter,
wbwiously a pre game plan of the RSM’s. His
swoellent performance in placing his head directly in
path of a fast moving football thus deflecting it
and preventing a dangerous attack developing left
ssenvone in awe. Unfortunately we had to put the
e Chassis in for a service on Monday to replace
dented armour but if you look close enough you
still see the red mark it left on the top of his

- 8

sming continued unabated in the middle of the
th many B coy members undertaking the Op
garch training prior to deploying on OP Gold and
Spating in the Bn training weekend in July at
It was memorable for the number of senior
sonel in the Battalion who filled out the sections
o section commanders to practice their skill’s

whilst operating with APC’s of 4/19 PWLH. August
saw the first of our large contingent leave for Op
Gold on their three-month tour of duty in Sydney
and included,;

Sgt Johnson

Cpl Stringer

Cpl Allan

Pte Petrov

Pte Stapleton

Pte Stockdale

Pte Ellis

Pte Watson

Pte Rowe

Pte Nimmo

Pte Hewerdine

Pte Hogg

Pte Reale

Pte Barclay

Pte McGlashan

Pte Thewlis, and

Pte Byrne

A plethora of other B Coy members would undertake
shorter stint with the Op Search Battalion both in
Melbourne and Sydney. The rest of August and
September was reasonably quite and allowed CHQ
the opportunity to catch up on some of the
Administration and do some planning for the
remainder of the training year. It’s taken all year,
but a high point has been our trusty 2IC can now
call himself an Infantryman after his corps transfer
from MP’s went through. All we are waiting for now
is the ceremonial burning of the red Beret.

In October we had the first of the Depot based
weekends conducting training on Ninox and GPS
and to all accounts was very well received by the
members of B Coy, BHQ, Spt Coy and Admin Coy
who attended. This means if you didn’t attend you
missed out on learning to use some great kit. Next
time make sure you are there.

It now coming to the close of another year and we
can safely say this has been one of the biggest and
busiest. Whilst it can be a sad time as we say farewell
to the following their posting,

Lt Francios posted to CATD on promotion to
Captain,

WO?2 Spencer taking on the biggest job since Ben
Hur, CSM Admin Coy, and
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