R

THE
RANGER

8th/7th Battalion,
The Royal Victoria Regiment

: b

, , ,
W S Y i
‘ S T - .

NPl R "

-—v'_‘sm'
‘ - L&l

Honorary Colonel:
Sir John Young AC.KCMG Allied Associations:

The associations of the 7th Battalions
incorporating the

Brigadier W.J. Hocking ED,RFD 7th Battalion AIF
incorporating the

7th Battalion AIF

7th Battalion AIF (1939-45)
2/7th Aust Inf Battalion

7th Battalion, RAR

Regimental Colonel:

Allied Regiments:

The Staffordshire Regiment
(The Prince Of Wales’)

The Royal Regiment of Canada The 8th Battalion (Ballarat) Assoc

. The 8th B i
Commanding Officer e 8th Battalion (Ararat) Assoc

Lieutenant Colonel
R.C Barnes RFD

- e — R e el = —




The Ranger
CONTENTS

Foreward 3
From The RSM 3
A Brief History of 8/7 RVR 5
Editorial 6
In Memorium 7
8/7 RVR Awards for 1998 7
Battalion Flashback 0
Battalion Headquarters T
The Battalions 140" Birthday 9
Exercise Tobruk 11
RSM Handover 11

Award for Regimental and Training Position 11
Warrants and Commission 12
Community Support 13
The Kids In Cancer Fund Raising Activity 13

Defence Reserve Support Committee Activities14

The Officers Mess in 1998 14
Support Company 15
Administration Company 16
Alpha Company 18
Bravo Company 24
Charlie Company 24
1999 Training Program Back Cover

FOREWORD

By
The Commanding Officer
Lieutenant Colonel R.C Barnes

he 8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria

Regiment has existed in one form or another
for over 140 years and, not surprisingly, has changed
enormously over its life. In 1998, we have surpassed
ourselves! We have responded to the pressures of
change on almost every front and achieved
outstanding results through teamwork, dedication
and by never losing sight of our reason for being -
INFANTRY, TRAINING FOR WAR.

The 8th/7th Battalion has embraced Competency
Based Training and made it the cornerstone of our
drive towards the establishment of a demonstrable
infantry capability. I am pleased to advise you that
our battalion now leads the Infantry Corps (let alone
the Army !) in this respect. The revitalisation trials
within the 8th/7th Battalion, again self-driven, are
now verifiably successful although much remains
to be done particularly in the area of recruiting. We
have achieved high levels of individual proficiency
through a flexible approach to training, emphasis
on field infantry skills and a commitment to doing
the “hard yards” in periods of continuous training
(block training). Inevitably, we have also begun to
build good team skills at section level - the building
block of any army.

We have shown the benefits of continuous
training in our individual proficiency Exercises



Somme and Borneo and our tactical skills during
Exercises Tobruk and Amiens.

We have led the Brigade in developing Battalion
Group skills and have forged strong links with our
supporting units. More importantly, we have all
learnt how much we rely upon each other in the
field and how critical good administration and
support can be. The teamwork within the Battalion
Group took a quantum leap forward from Exercise
Tobruk in January to Exercise Amiens in April-May.

Individually and as a battalion, we have achieved
great things in 1998 - the redeployment of the
Battalion on foot overnight at Cultana over a
distance of 27 Kilometres in marching order with
all equipment and live mortar ammunition was truly
a milestone for us all - I never doubted that the
Battalion would arrive on time, in good order and
ready to continue operations. Exercising our right
to Freedom of Entry to the City of Ballarat in battle
order on the weekend of our 140th Birthday in
August was something we will all remember.
Again, I felt proud to be a part of our fine Battalion
the 8th/7th.

We also celebrated the 140th birthday with a
Battalion Ball - the first in some years. I look
forward to more in the future.

The 8th/7th Battalion has achieved a great deal
over the last two years and we have done it together
without fanfare - The way an infantry battalion
should operate. None of it could have been
achieved without the commitment of YOU, the
soldiers, NCOs and Officers of the Battalion.

Remember, the 8th/7th Battalion, The Royal
Regiment is about teamwork, commitment and
achieving your goals - its about developing an
infantry capability in our modern, integrated army.

Be hard, be fit, be focussed, and never lose sight
of what you are - INFANTRYMEN ! - first, last
and always.

It is with enormous pride that I have commanded
this Battalion and rest assured, I will take a keen
interest in all that you do in the future.

ROB BARNES RFD
LTCOL
CO
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FROM THE RSM

READ THIS ARTICLE!

et me start by thanking all ranks for helping
me to settle in during my first 10 months as
your RSM.

I will start by telling you my first impressions of
the Battalion. They are positive. I am impressed with
the commitment and motivation of most of the
soldiers in the unit. To measure anything requires a
yardstick. My yardstick is my previous Reserve unit.
Rest assured, compared to that unit, we can hold
our heads high. 8/7 RVR trains for war. Our training
involves wearing cam cream, carrying weapons and
exercising in the field where the Infantry belong.
We are focused on improving our soldierly and unit
skills.

However, we are kidding ourselves if we think
we don’t have some way to go. In recent times we
have moved in leaps and bounds to consolidate and
improve our collective skills, but in doing so we
may have neglected some of our core basic skills.
Make the most of your company training weekends
to improve in this area. The foundations of good
Infantry operations are solid individual skills in
fieldcraft, weapon handling, battle fitness and junior
leadership. I also believe that we can improve in
the area of orders and the passage of information. If
you don’t believe you are getting sufficient
information you must seek it out and regardless of
your rank, pass it on to your mates.

Talking to soldiers around the Battalion I
sometimes get the impression that some members
are still confused as to what is required of you in




The Ranger

regards to your commitment to Block, or as it is
pow known, Flexible Training. Flexible Training
provides better and more efficient training for less
cost. This saving can then be used to increase the
level and amount of training available to the Unit.
Flexible Training, as the name implies, allows
soldiers a choice in how they use their training days.
A typical training year may consist of five periods
of continuous training, eight weekends and Tuesday
mights. A soldier would obviously gain the most
benefit from attending all scheduled training but it
is recognised that due to personal, schooling and
employment reasons many of you may be unable to
commit for all your parade card activities. As a
minimum however, you are required to attend a nine
day field exercise and an AIRN or Employment
Proficiency exercise plus sufficient Company
Training to keep you proficient. The AIRN exercises
are the ones we conducted at Kapooka this year.
Obviously, attending only the minimum training will
mean that you will progress at a slower rate than
your peers who are able to commit to all training
and therefore gain competencies quicker.

Our most pressing shortfall is numbers. It is
frustrating that despite good unit promotional
activities and hard work, we seem to be making little
headway in our battle to fully man the Battalion. I
do however, have a proposition for you all. The
Battalions best recruiters are our soldiers. You, more
than anyone, know what it takes to be a good soldier.
You know which of the members of your football
team or which one of your school or work mates
will make good soldiers. You must sell 8/7 RVR to
them and convince them to join the Battalion. If
every soldier in the unit was able to enlist one person,
we would be at full strength! Rise to the challenge
and start recruiting!

Finally let me remind you about the Infantryman.
The Infantryman is BATTLEFIT. As a Part Time
soldier you can expect at most one period of PT a
week. This is not enough. It takes at least three hard
periods every week just to maintain fitness and at
least five periods to build fitness. You must develop
your fitness regime in your own time. The Battalion
now has our own PTI. CPL Hemm parades at
Ballarat on Tuesday nights and he is always available
to give you advice or to produce a training program
for you. You are also most welcome to join your
local Full Time staff in their daily PT. We can’t pay
you but you will be most welcome. The Infantryman
has HIGH STANDARDS AND SELF

DISCIPLINE. You should never have to be told to
get a haircut or to iron your uniforms. Even Private
soldiers can lead by example. As a senior soldier,
you act as a role model for the young and new
members of your section. Remember that you are
all ambassadors for 8/7 RVR in or out of uniform.
Civilians will recognise you as a soldier and if they
respect you they will want to be like you. This will
make the recruiting task I mentioned earlier much
easier. Enjoy a cold beer but don’t abuse alcohol.
Treat people with respect, remember that the Army
has a no drugs policy and never be seen in public in
a drunk or slovenly manner. The Infantryman always
uses INITIATIVE. Soldiers have many good ideas.
If you have one, let your chain of command know. I
welcome any idea that will improve training or
administration. If you see something that needs
fixing and it is within your power to fix it - FIX IT.

I wish you and your families all the best for the
festive season and I look forward to serving with
and for you in 1999.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF
8/7 RVR

he 8th/7th Battalion, the Royal Victoria

Regiment, encompasses the area bounded
by Mildura, Warrnambool, Bacchus Marsh,
Shepparton and Echuca. The Battalion Headquarters
is at Ballarat, 113km west of Melbourne. The
Battalion has depots in Ballarat (2), Bacchus Marsh,
Shepparton, Echuca, Swan Hill, Mildura,
Warnambool and Maryborough.

The history of the Battalion commenced on the
23rd October 1857, when a meeting of citizens in
Ballarat was convened to consider the possibility
of establishing a Rifle Corps in the District.
Representations were made to the Government of
the Colony of Victoria, and assent for the enrolment
of a Corps was received on the 21st July 1858. The
first parade of this new unit was the 9th August
1858. This date is celebrated annually as the
Battalion’s birthday.

The Battalion has existed since that date with an
uninterrupted history, although under a variety of
titles. The present day 8th/7th Battalion traces its
lineage back to a number of units. 8th Battalion (City
of Ballarat Regiment), 59th Battalion (The Hume
Regiment), 7th Battalion (The North West Murray



Borderers) and the 38th Battalion (The Northern
Victorian Regiment).

The Battalion has been granted freedom of entry
to the following cities in the area:

Maryborough 1980

Echuca 1989
Ballarat 1983
Hamilton 1990
Swan Hill 1988

The current operational role for the Battalion is
in the defence of vital assets in Northern Australia,
as part of the 4th Brigade from Victoria.

8/7 RVR BATTLE HONOURS

In early conflict Australia raised volunteer
armies, building units in specific geographic
locations across the country. The unit colours carry
the following Battle Honours from these conflicts:

Boer War:
South Africa 1899-1902

World War 1:
Landing at Anzac
Somme 1916-1918
Bullecourt
Ypres 1917
Polygon Wood
Amiens
Albert 1918
Mont St Quentin, and
Hindenburg Line

World War 2:
Bardia 1941
Capture of Tobruk
El Alamein
Greece 1941
South West Pacific 1942-1945
Hari River, and
Borneo
Bobdubi
Finisterres
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EDITORIAL

elcome to the 1998 edition of the Ranger.

The Ranger is the culmination of effort
from all members within the Battalion and is an
excellent introduction into the training and
achievements of the Battalion during the year.

The year has involved a number of major
activities including the Battalion group deployment
to Cultana, the AIRN exercises conducted at
Pooncarie and Kapooka and the 140™ Birthday
celebrations for the Battalion along with exercising
the Battalions Freedom of Entry to the city of
Ballarat.

In total, the Battalion has stepped forward in
developing the essential skills needed to establish
the Battalion viability as a fighting unit. As can be
seen by the content in this years “Ranger”, the
members had fun whilst achieving these goals.

Mark Sonter,
Captain,
Intelligence Officer.
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In Memorium

SALE
&823455 Private Matthew Lawrence CLARKE

“C" Company 8/7 RVR
Tragically killed in a car accident 21 October 1998

Lest we Forget
87 RVR Awards for 1998

he following awards were presented to
members of 8/7 RVR during the course of
the year.

Order of Australia Medal

WO1 S.C Ward
Australian Active Service Medal 1945 - 1975

MAJ W.A Akell
SGT T. Anderson

Reserve Force Decoration

LTCOL R.C. Barnes
Reserve Force Medal

WO2 R. O’Brien
SGT L.T Miller
20 Year Clasp to Defence Force Service Medal

SGT S.J Osbaldstone
Marksmen

LCPL McKinley
PTE Alcorn
LCPL Craig
SGT Broemmer
SGT Dobson
PTE Farquhar
PTE Millar
PTE Dooley
PTE Hopfner
Champion Section Commanders

Exercise Somme - CPL Parsons

Exercise Borneo - CPL Maitland

‘Battalion Flashback

On the 21 st of October 1989, the Battalion received
The Freedom to Entry of The City of Echuca. The
above photograph shows the Commanding Officer,
LTCOL D.J. Ball RFD, accepting the Freedom from
the Major of Echuca, Councilor Janina Gawler. The
Honorary Colonel of the Royal Victoria Regiment,
MAIJGEN Kevin Cook AO, RFD, ED is seen at left,
with The Battalion Second in Command, MAJ Neil
Leckie at centre.

BATTALION
HEADQUARTERS

Exercise Amiens

his exercise was conducted at Cultana earlier
this year. The exercise involved a Battalion
group deploying via road and air to the training area.

Sgt Dave Russell supervises the loading of a stores vehicle
for the road move to the exercise.
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The QM, WO I Neil Wain completes the final cheek of stores
prior to loading.

The BC 38 Field Battery, MAJ Bob Charles enjoys a break
during firing.

The 4/19 PWLH Liaison Officer, CAPT Tony Geyer smiles for
the camera. 4/19 PWLH provided a troop of armoured carriers
and were employed in a variety of APC and recon tasks.

Combat Engineer support for the exercise was in heavy de-

mand and provided by 4 CER. These photographs show the The Commanding Officer, LTICOL Rob Barnes briefs the
plant and operators constructing the underground Command Commander 4th Brigade, BRIG Douglas Ball AM, RFD, on
Posts. During the exercise both the Ops, Pers/Log CPs and the operations of the exercise in the underground Ops CP.
the RAP were underground.




The Commander of the 2nd Division, MAJGEN C.
Hoeben AM, RFD, visited the exercise. Here he is
seen touring the area with the Commanding Officer,
and the Commander 4th Brigade.

The Regimental Colonel of The Royal Victoria
Regiment, BRIG Bill Hocking ED, RFD, visited the
Battalion Group and is seen here with the
Commander 2 DIV and the Commander 4 BDE.
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The Commanding Officer briefs the Commander 2
DIV and the Commander 4 BDE on the training
competencies that will be achieved during the
exercise.

THE BATTALION’S
140th BIRTHDAY

n true style, the Battalion celebrated it’s 140th
Birthday with a series of military activities
during the week-end 8-9 August 1998.

The celebrations commenced on Saturday with
the Battalion exercising it’s Right to the Freedom
of the City of Ballarat. The Unit received this
honour on 26 November 1983, whilst it was titled
The 2nd Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment.
The day began with the mandatory parade rehearsals
under the close scrutiny and supervision of the RSM.
Dress for the activity was ‘combat mode’ consisting
of DPCU, webbing, kevlar helmets and personnel
weapons. Specialist carried their tools of trade eg.
MGs, radios, chain saws and paving breakers.
Individuals wore camouflage cream which added
additional realism to the combat theme.

The Battalion formed up in the Ranger Barracks
compound, and on the command of the CO marched
to the Council car park where it was inspected by
the Reviewing Officer, the Mayor of Ballarat,
Councillor Judy Verlin. Host Officer for the parade
was the Brigade Commander, Brigadier Douglas
Ball AM, RFD, ADC. Invited guests included the
Honorary Colonel of the RVR, Sir John Young AC,
KCMG and the Federal Member for Ballarat, Mr
Michael Ronaldson.






