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FOREWORD
By
The Commanding Officer
Lieutenant Colonel W.L. Dunbar

The training implemented and conducted by the
8th/7th Battalion during 1994 was designed to
accommodate the F88 Steyr weapon system and
advance our soldiers experience at live fire using
all of the unit's organic firepower.

The task of conducting the 4th Brigade courses
camp in May was an unqualified success with no
fewer than seven specialist courses being conducted with our 280 personnel in attendance.

Exercise Left Hook' and 'Right Cross' further enhanced the opportunity to specialise with the
F88, after an additional four conversion courses having been run for unit members. Both
Rifle and support arms companies conducted various range practices culminating with a live
fire company attack supported by all organic weapons available to the battalion. Collective
training reinforced our rapid improvement in all Support Company platoons, however the
'Bridge in Orbit' and the use of illumination by day was something special for those who were
there.

Exercise Northern Explorer’, the formation Tri-Annual deployment to Northern Australia,
was a coordination, administrative and training nightmare which the support of all unit
members to be successful. As expected the Battalion presented the largest and best prepared
group at this activity, but the onset of the monsoon wet season and the need to adapt to low
level in an RAAF setting proved demanding yet productive.

As is normal the loss of experienced Officers, Non Commissioned Officers and soldiers in our
regionally based unit is always a blow, and this year with age, transfers and attendance at
courses we lost some 'characters' and very competent soldiers.

The stabilisation of key appointments with the same dynamic and professional attitudes has
once assured our vital asset - our soldier - of a fine year ahead.

I personally wish all members and their families who indeed support our activities the best
wishes now and in the future.
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February

01 Australia Day celebrations
07 ARA staff seminar

08 Parade night

12-13 Rfl Coy IMT weekend

15 Parade night

19-20 Other Coy IMT weekend
22 Parade night

March

01 Parade night

05-06 Offr SNCO Adventure Trg
08 Parade night

15 Parade night

19-20 Steyr Conversion Course
22 Parade night

25-27 Steyr Conversion Course
29 Parade night

April

12 Parade Night

16-17 IMT Trg weekend

19 Parade Night

20-27 Recon Ex Northern Explorer
25 Anzac Day

30-01 Bn Range practice weekend

May

03 Parade Night

10 Parade Night

14-29 Bn Specialist Courses Camp
31 Parade Night

June

07 Parade Night
14 Parade Night
21 Parade Night
28 Parade Night
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July
12 Parade Night
16-17 Steyr conversion course
23-24 Steyr conversion course
26 Parade Night
30-31 Bn Range Practice
"Left Hook"
August
09 Battalion Birthday Parade
13-14 Offr SNCO Trg
23 Parade Night
September
06 Parade Night
17-18 Bn Range Practice
"Right Cross"
20 Parade Night
October
04 Parade Night
08-09 Battle procedure
"Ex Northern Explorer"
15-16 2nd Division CPX
22-06 Ex Northern Explorer
November
04-06 2nd Division Military
Skills Competition
15 Parade Night
19-20 Sergeants Mess Reunion
22 Parade Night
2627 Coy IMT Trg |
December
03-04 Weapons familiarisation
training
13 Parade Night
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF 8/7 RVR

The 8th/7th Battalion, the Royal Victoria Regiment, encompasses the area bounded by
Mildura, Warrnambool, Bacchus Marsh, Shepparton and Echuca. The Battalion Headquarters
is at Ballarat, 113km west of Melbourne. The Battalion has depots in Ballarat (2), Bacchus
Marsh, Shepparton, Echuca, Cobram, Swan Hill, Mildura, Hamilton, Warnambool and

Maryborough.

The history of the Battalion commenced on the 23rd October 1857, when a meeting of
citizens in Ballarat was convened to consider the possibility of establishing a Rifle Corps in the
District. Representations were made to the Government of the Colony of Victoria, and assent
for the enrolment of a Corps was received on the 21st July 1858. The first parade of this new
unit was the 9th August 1858. This date is celebrated annually as the Battalion's birthday.

The Battalion has existed since that date with an uninterrupted history, although under a
variety of titles. The present day 8th/7th Battalion traces its lineage back to a number of units.
8th Battalion (City of Ballarat Regiment), 59th Battalion (The Hume Regiment), 7th Battalion
(The North West Murray Borderers) and the 38th Battalion (The Northern Victorian

Regiment).

The Battalion has been granted freedom of entry to the following cities in the area:
Maryborough 1980 Echuca 1989
Ballarat 1983 Hamilton 1990
Swan Hill 1988

The current operational role for the Battalion is in the defence of vital assets in Northern
Australia, as part of the 4th Brigade from Victoria.

8/7 RVR BATTLE HONOURS

In early conflict Australia raised volunteer armies, building units in specific geographic
locations across the country. The unit colours display the following Battle Honours from
these conflicts:

Boer War: South Africa 1899-1902

World War 1: World War 2:
Landing at Anzac Cove Bardia 1941
Somme 1916-1918 Capture of Tobruk
Bullecourt El Alamein
Yypres 1917 Greece 1941
Polygon Wood South West Pacific 1942-1945
Amiens Bobdubi
Albert 1918 Finisterres
Mont St Quentin, and Hari River, and
Hindenburg Line Borneo

EDITORIAL
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Welcome to this our third magazine to record the thoughts, actions and lighter side of the
8th/7th Battalion, the Royal Victoria Regiment.

Battalions such as ours train for conflict, and as such this training is the most common
representation of life in the Military Service. The Military though is made up of people, and
people bring differing personalities and attitudes to the same task.

Indeed the greatest strength of the Army Reserve is it's ability to blend such personalities into
a team, a functioning and effective machine, recognised by the community as our Battalion.

This magazine endeavours to display a little of that individual and collective personality as all
articles are reproduced from the materials provided by individuals within the Battalion. To the
contributors who have made it possible, my sincere thanks for your assistance.

David Clark, Captain, Intelligence Officer.

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS

"If it's going to go wrong you can guarantee, we'll get the blame". The unofficial motto of the
Headquarters element, which summarises the life of such a grouping.

Made up of the Command Group, the Operations Group, the Administration Group and with
the Intelligence section added, made for an interesting mix of character and happening in the
Headquarters.

Battalion Headquarters again had a busy year in keeping the wheels of the Battalion, Pay,
medical, careers, exercise planning and materials requests, all oiled and running.

With focus of training in 1994 being individual skills, in particular with the new F88 Steyr
Rifle, planning for courses and for range practices "Left Hook" and "Right Cross" were the
major activities in 1994.

Toward the end of 1994 the Battalion was tasked to achieve a major increase in enlistments
and as such is deploying significant resources into recruiting for the 1995 year. Army Reserve
now has a vital role in the defence of the nation and as such this emphasis is crucial the
fulfilling such a role. On current actions the Battalion is required to recruit around 80 people
annually for numbers to remain static. In 1995 the target figure for recruiting is 200 people.

L..__-__-_.__-_-_J.
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SUPPORT COMPANY

A view from the Mortarman's Pit

Support Company began 1994 with an introduction to the F88 Steyr. After first being trained
themselves, Support Company Non-Commissioned Officers ran a two weekend conversion
course on the F88 Steyr, consisting of weapons training, drill and a qualifying shoot. All ran
smoothly to the extent that the Company was tasked to run further courses.

The First Mortar Shoot for the year was part of a live fire Company assault on a hill at
Puckapunyal. Mortar Platoon arrived late on Friday night and after digging in all night with
the help of the Pioneer Platoon, had one hour's rest before waking up on Saturday morning
and getting straight into registering targets that would become part of the fire mission the next
day. The Platoon also practised with sub calibre and even some direct laying on to visible
targets for the remainder of the day.

We woke the next day to find ourselves and the ammunition boxes covered in ice! Later in
the day, Mortar Platoon was carrying out shifts between targets in under half the allocated
time. Mortar Platoon saw the exercise as a
huge success. Even more successful were the
effects of the fire we had laid down, which we
inspected first hand at the conclusion of the
exercise.

Some dispute did arise between Mortars and
the Direct Fire Support Weapons Platoon as to
who had been responsible for the most damage
including a number of sizeable tree trunks cut
clean through.

The Exercise concluded with a debrief from the
Commanding Officer and the Brigade
Commander, whose first words were "good
shooting Mortar Platoon". At this time a
number of awards were handed out, including promotions to Corporal Williams and Corporal
Hirst of Mortar Platoon, who were promoted to Sergeant.

The Battalion ran various courses camps in May, including all Support Company activities
Mortar, Pioneer, Signals and Direct Fire Support Weapons. The aim was to qualify Support
Company soldiers in their trade as well as to cross train soldiers in the other Rifle Companies.

Everyone who attended the Courses were kept busy day and night, some even more than
others. As well as training their was also time for a competitive game of touch football,
perhaps slightly biased so as not to embarrass the umpire and his team.

The Mortar course ended with a live shoot using both high explosive and illumination
ammunition, putting up quite a skyshow. One of the highlights of the camp was the arrival of
the Blackhawk helicopters which gathered quite a crowd of onlookers including TV crews.
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The Blackhawks provided training in alternate modes of deployment (note: once you get to
your area of operation though, you are on your own and carrying the lot!).

A further Mortar shoot was held to confirm the training conducted during the course. The
Platoon combined with 5/6 RVR to put six Mortar tubes into action, quite a site. This exercise
involved mobile operations, both manpack and in Land Rovers. We tried out "box" and "w"
formations for the mortar Over the  same
rounds which some had weekend the Pioneers
not done before. were also busy. Their
tasking, on analysis,
clearly indicated that
the Commanding
Officer wanted to see
a specific bridge go
into high orbit.

Some junior
Non-Commissioned
Officers also received
training in the role of the
Mortar Fire Controller.
One Platoon member also
took the opportunity to
revise a number of the
Battalion's more senior and apart from the
members in where not to intervention of a
stand during a fire number of cattle,
mission. who had to be rustled
away at the final

moment, the demolition was a complete success, destroying the bridge completely.

The task was
diligently prepared,

The year finished for the Company with a Low Level Operations weekend in Warrnambool.
Training was given in vehicle check points, cordon and search operations, building clearance,
plus the searching of people and vehicles. From Saturday afternoon we conducted battle
preparation for a tactical low level exercise to commence at 0400 hours Sunday.

Notable events in the exercise were one black eye (no hard feelings) and finding an angry
Company Sergeant Major, who had been hidden in the wood box for hours and was feeling a

little cramped.

All went well during the exercise and civilian co-operation with vehicle checks and searching
was good with the exception of some pigshooters, a priest and an alterboy who took a dislike
to being searched, though as it turned out they had little to search under their great coats (and
such a cold day too).

Catching the Waves (radio), Signal Platoon

1994 for Signal Platoon started well with new recruits Brendon Hammerston and Craig
Whitehead being enlisted taking numbers to 21.

Steyr conversion followed with Private Bennet top scoring on day one with 191 points.

Courses camp at Puckapunyal involved seven members who all passed their signals course,
Maggie (Private Broeckelman) passing the Direct Fire Support Weapons and Nick, Fox, Cerj
and Eric (Privates Arundell, Jones, Cernjavic and Wytkamp respectively) all successfully
completed subject two for promotion to Corporal.
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Northern Explorer was attended by Privates McMahon, Newman and Broekelman, who all
enjoyed sweltering in the cool tropics at Tindal, with the temperature being 45-50 degrees
Celsius in the Command Post daily, and Captain Donovan promoting and demoting people at
will from Corporal to as low as Lance Dead Person, depending on your actions.

Toward the end of the year Privates Bennet and Broeckelman were married at the
Maryborough depot, with Sergeant Moschetti as best man. In addition to the white gown a
garter in the Battalion colours was also evident being worn by the bride. The pending
confusion of two Private Broeckelman's was solved with the nicknames of B1 and B2 being
applied to the couple, taken from a pair of well known banana's who also wear pyjama type
clothing. In November, Private Hull also welcomed the arrival of a new baby daughter.

An end of year Dinner was held in December, with Battalion staff, members of the RSL and
Vietnam Veterans also joining in for the evening. The Platoon's outstanding Junior Soldier
award was presented to Private Stebbing, while Private Spicer received the Section
Commanders award for quiet achievement.

The Vietnam Veterans Association presented the Platoon with a plaque in recognition of the
support over the past two years for Vietnam Veterans Day. A number of other awards,
Shaken not stirred, S.L.U.G. and Gung Ho being presented with photographic evidence and
stirring recollections of the events in question.

On a sad note the Platoon said goodbye to Private Lebkowski at the end of 1994, who after
4.5 years with the Platoon was discharging.

ADMINISTRATION COMPANY

Things you see from behind the Battle line

For those of us in the middle of the blade (behind the sharp end), life is never easy, as we
follow those in front
and try to plan for the
eventualities of actions
by those at the sharp
end. This year we saw a
number of major events
in the Company that
kept us on our toes and
working hard.

The introduction of the
new F88 Steyr and the
issuing of Mag S8
machine Guns to the
Battalion created new
learning curves for the
armourer, Corporal
Werry. With everyone
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in the Battalion receiving a Steyr and most qualifying their was much gentle coaxing for
people in the correct drills and maintenance for this weapon.

Courses camp in May enabled a number of the drivers to qualify on the range of vehicles
within the Battalion. Stories from the "road run", the major testing phase of the exercise were
few meaning that everyone was well behaved (ha, ha), or else everyone was implicated and
was keeping mum!

As with any spread out and active unit, the Battalion's cooks were kept very busy on
exercises, in weekend activities and for the formal functions within the Battalion. At the end
of 1994 the Battalions Chief Caterer, Warrant Officer Len Brereton retired, drawing to an end
a 34 year career in the Army Reserve. As one of the constant and always friendly faces you
see whenever the Battalion deployed, Len will be missed by many of us.

A flurry of activity continued within the Quartermasters Store, in particular dealing with new
weapons as well as placing a Battalion's worth of orders for new service dress, which is to
replace our current form of ceremonial dress for all ranks in the Army Reserve, we a looking
forward to the issue of this for Anzac Day in 1995.

Medical Platoon was again busy during the year, most particularly with the emphasis in
training on the use of real weapons, bombs and explosives. Good preparation and well
conducted training meant their were no injuries during the year from any of these training

activities.

Members of medical Platoon were an important component of the Group to Exercise
Northern Explorer 94, dealing with the Northern Territory in the height of the wet season.

ALPHA (A) COMPANY

A year of diversity and challenge

A Company began 1994 welcoming back Major Dempster as Officer Commanding, after he
had completed a short stint as second in command of the Battalion. Our thanks go to Major
Lex Neville who came back to A Company as Officer Commanding for this period. We all
wish Major Neville well in his retirement from the General Reserve.

Captain Scott continued ans second in Command of the Company, while Warrant Officer Alan
Blackshaw commenced his second year as Company Sergeant Major. We welcomed a new
Training Warrant Officer, Wayne Mclnnes and Company Quartermaster Sergeant, Chris
Fuller to A Company, both having served with the Battalion previously, as part of the Regular
Army careers.

The presence, knowledge, dedication, experience and approach of our new Regular Army
staff, is like a breath of fresh air, and their actions and have helped lighten the load of the
more battle weary senior members of the Company.

Lieutenant Pat Challis continued as Platoon Commander of 3 Platoon Echuca, but as the year
progressed became the stop gap commander for all Platoon situations, as his fellow







