THE RANGER 1992

Vicron2

The Journal
of the

8th/7th Battalion
The Royal Victoria Regiment




THE RANGER

8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment

Honorary Colonel:

Major General
K.G. Cooke, AO, RFD, ED

Allied Regiments:

The Staffordshire Regiment
(The Prince Of Wales')

The Royal Regiment of
Canada

Foreword

1992 Diary

Banalion Headquarters
Support Company
Administration Company
A Company

B Company

C Company

Exercise Kangaroo 92

Exercising the Freedom of the City

of Ballaarat, Battalion Ball

CONTENTS

2-3

46

7-12
13-14
15

16
17-18
19-21

22

Commanding Officer

Lieutenant Colonel
P.A. Riley, RFD

Allied Associations:

The Association of
7th Battalions

incorporating the

7th Battalion AIF

7th Battalion AIF
(1939-45)

2/7th Aust Inf Battalion
7th Battalion, RAR

The 8th Battalion

(Ballarat) Assoc

The 8th Battalion

(Ararat) Assoc

Annual Field Exercise

Exercise Ranger Rampart 23-27
Pte L. Ranger, 8/7 RVR Mascot 28
Association of 7th Battalions 29
8th Battalion Association 30
Staffordshire Regiment 31
Royal Regiment of Canada 32
Nominal Roll 33-36



The Ranger 1992

FOREWORD
By
The Commanding Officer
Lieutenant Colonel P.A. Riley, RFD

1992 saw another year of modest achievement for the Battalion with our training remaining focussed on the
development of our junior leaders in the most economical and effective manner, thus the long term future of

our unit might be better assured.

With regard to the unit's task in the North of Australia we had the opportunity to complete two Northern
Nomad exercises to expose many of our junior leaders to the area of operations. The 4th Brigade Exercise
Northern Explorer provided an excellent opportunity to firm up plans for the protection of Katherine and
RAAF Base Tindal. In addition the cohesiveness of the command or control elements of the Brigade were

significantly enhanced.

Given the worsening rural economic situation manning of the unit has been maintained at acceptable levels.
We have seen however an increase in the number of longstanding members of the unit who have
transferred to GRes units in other states, the Regular Army and the Ready Reserve throughout the year.

Most companies now have indoor ranges installed in their depots and it has been most pleasing to see the
facilities used in the course of training. Congratulations must go to those members of the unit who saw
these self help projects to fruition and in so doing established a very valuable training facility.

Once again the high point of the training year was the unit annual field exercise - Ranger Rampart which
was conducted at Puckapunyal. Our junior leaders were exercised to the full in the command and control
of their platoons and sections in a Battalion setting using a conventional operations scenario. These
activities included a number of platoon live fire exercises, they use of IWESS equipment and cooperation
training with armour and engineers.

As 1992 drew to a close the Adjutant Captain Daryl Clarke and RSM WO1 Norm Wallis completed their
postings with the unit. These two regular soldiers made a significant contribution to the advancement of
our Battalion during their time with us. We wish them both all the best for the future.

To all of those members of the unit who completed course requirements for rank and trade qualifications go
our hearty congratulations. The continued effort and dedication displayed by all members of the unit is
most commendable.

Undoubtedly 1993 will bring new faces and most certainly new challenges to the Battalion. I remain
confident that we will cope with whatever comes our way and that our unit will continue to grow in stature

and capability in the process.

The unit magazine committee have done a magnificent job in the drawing together of the items which
comprise this publication of the units achievements for 1992.
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1992 DIARY: HOW THE YEAR SHAPED UP

January
27 Australia Day Parades
27-07 Exercise Northern Nomad
27 January - 07 February
February
07-09 Concentration Weekend
Preparation for Exercise Kangaroo 92
11 Officers and Senior NCOs Parade
18 First Parade Night
22-23  Officers & Senior NCOs TEWT
Exercise Pozieres Windmill
Defence at Clark's Hill, near Ballaarat
23 Parade Night
29-01 Range Practice - Puckapunyal
A Company & B Company
29 February - 01 March
March
01 Army Day
03 Parade Night
Museum Dinner
07-21 Exercise Kangaroo 92
Composite Company as D Coy, 5/6 RVR
22 Ballaarat Long Distance March
24 Parade Night
28-29 Range Practice
C Company
April
03-05 Battalion Range Weekend
Puckapunyal
07 Parade Night
CESRF Night at Bacchus Marsh

19

22

25

26

28

01-03
05
12

19

20
23-24

26
June
02

09

10

13-14

16

23

ANZAC March and Service
Bacchus Marsh

ANZAC Day Training Night

ANZAC DAY
Colours and Mascot were paraded with the
Battalion in Ballaarat.

Many other Cenotaph Parties within
Battalion area.

ANZAC March and Service
Melton

Parade Night

Company Training Weekend
Parade Night

Parade Night
Enemy Presentation at B Company
CESRF Night at Mildura

Parade Night
CESRF Night at Swan Hill

Officer Training - Engineers
Ballaarat

Parade Night

Parade Night

Parade Night
CESRF Night at Shepparton

CESRF Night at Echuca

Junior Officer Training
Junior NCO Training
Ballaarat

Parade Night

Parade Night
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Company Training
Battalion Community Services Day

B Company Parade Night

Hamel Day
Parade Night

CESRF Night at Hamilton

Parade Night
Enemy Presentation at C Company
CESREF Night at Warrnambool

CESRF Night at Portland

Company Training Weekend
Officer Training - Operation of BHQ in
Defence and Advance phases

Parade Night

Parade Night
Exercising Freedom of City of Ballaarat
Parade Rehearsal

Exercise Freedom of City of Ballaarat
Battalion Ball

134th REGIMENTAL BIRTHDAY
77th Anniversary of Battle of Lone Pine

Exercise Northern Explorer
4 Brigade TEWT & CPX - Tindal

Steyr Conversion Course
Parade Night
Parade Night

Company Training Weekend
ACRES-A - Major General Luttrell Visited
the Battalion.

September

01 Parade Night

08 Parade Night

11-13  Company Training Weekend

15 Parade Night
Enemy Presentation at Support Company

29 Parade Night

October

02-04 Company Training Weekend

06 Parade Night

10-11  Officer & Senior NCO Training
Infantry / Armoured Operations

13 Parade Night
Enemy Presentation at A Company

20 Parade Night

23-07 ANNUAL FIELD EXERCISE
RANGER RAMPART
Puckapunyal
23 October - 07 November

07-08 4 Brigade Military Skills Weekend
8/7 RVR First

November

10 Parade Night

17 Parade Night

24 Parade Night

December

01 Parade Night

04-06 Concentration Weekend

Preparation for Exercise Tasman Reserve -
held at Puckapunyal
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BATTALION HEADQUARTERS

Battalion 2IC:
Major W.A. Wallace

Operations Officer:
Major G. Smith

Adjutant:
Captain D.S. Clarke

~ Assistant Adjutant:
Lieutenant B. Martin

Regimental Sergeant Major:
Warrant Officer Class One N.J. Walliss

Chief Clerk:
Warrant Officer Class Two S.W. Inglis

INTELLIGENCE / OPERATIONS CELL

Intelligence Officer:
Captain A.J. Donovan

Operations Sergeant:
Sergeant T. Anderson

Intelligence Sergeant:
Sergeant D. Matthews

Dutymen:

Corporal T. Beales
Corporal W. Lochhead
Lance Corporal L. Jones-Owen
Lance Corporal G. Paizis
Private R. Bell
Private C.J. McKay
Private M. (Lisa) Martin
Private R. Coleman

TERRAIN MODELS IN SUPPORT OF OFFICER / SNCO TRG

During 1992, both as part of their own training
and to provide assistance for officer and senior
NCO training, members of Int / Ops constructed

various Terrain Models.

The models represented
different areas and were
of various scale.

They were constructed
using canvas (at times
using tarpaulins) with

The models were finished off by adding
vegetation where appropriate (small bits of
hessian) buildings, boundaries where needed,

North point, approaches
and positions - friendly
and enemy .

At some stage during the
model preparation, Q
staff placed seating and
presentation aides in
preparation of the arrival

Northings and Eastings of the exercise
chalked on the surface. participants.

Roads, rivers etc were

represented either by coloured chalk or ribbon. The weekend exercises included instruction,
Terrain elevation was achieved using blankets, discussion, cloth model problems to be solved,
uniforms or just about anything else placed under and at times TEWTs in an appropriate location

the canvas. around Ballaarat.
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Revision, instruction and discussion was often
conducted by visitors from other units.

Attillery was represented by Captain Waldrop,
explaining the finer points of fire planning.

WO2 Place and Sgt Wind from 4/19 PWLH
covered Armoured Fighting Vehicles and their
capabilities.

Engineer Capt Damien Hannigan (later in the
year to have his farewell party in Ringwood shot
at by passing hoons) from 7 FER gave an
informative presentation on the use of mines in
the defence, including a walk through a mock
minefield.

Above:

The Operations Officer Major Greg Smith,
explains the conduct of the exercise.

Mazjor Garry Wescombe discusses the C
Company solution with Lieutenants Holahan
and Watson, while Lieutenants Bailey and
Lasdlaw consider their options.

Above:

Captain Damien Hannigan, Adjutant, 7 FER,
explaining the characteristics of various mines.
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THE ENEMY WITHIN

One thing which kept the Intelligence Section
busy in 1992 was the Travelling Enemy Show.

Starting at B Coy, Ballaarat, the small but
well armed and aggressive group of
Musorian soldiers travelled to each company
headquarters, capturing the personnel and
forcing their political and military
propaganda on the captives.

As his ever loyal subordinates stood guard,
Captain Novan (Don Novan) impressed upon the
Australians their inferiority in numbers of
personnel and equipment, proudly explaining the
organisation and characteristics of "the
magnificent Musorian Armed Forces".

Senior Sergeant Slaeb or Sergeant Hhead also
had a say, explaining Musorian Rifle and Motor
Rifle organisation in detail, including weapons
used and their characteristics.

o

The captured Australians, showing their spirit

was not going to be suppressed, still managed to
get some quick comments in. However their
humorous heckling was not fully appreciated by
the serious Musorians, (such as Cpl Jone Soenn,
Ptes Mikhael Martinski and Col Leman) who
threatened to physically enforce the infidels'
respect for a Musorian officer.

After the indoctrination, the captives were
proudly shown the weaponry and equipment
used by the Musorians, and were able to handle
and disassemble Kalashnikov firearms and the
like, under the strictest security of course.
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SUPPORT COMPANY

MORTAR PLATOON

1992 proved to be auspicious year for
Mortar Platoon, despite the increasing
number of voluntary parades. Throughout
the vear, platoon strength increased to
twenty nine as a result of good recruiting
(thanks to CHQ) and high morale.

The year began with Mortar Platoon
heading North to Tindal (as part of D
Cov), where they quickly gained their |
reputation as the "Monkey Platoon". This | &
nickname is perhaps best explained by a
short example: 43A were tasked with conducting
a recon patrol in the Coy AO under the propitious
leadership of CPL H......

Due to the height of the speargrass, visibility and
control was difficult. Whilst the section was
contouring a creek line, the secco apparently
disappeared??? The 2IC, somewhat bewildered,
held a quick O-Group where he received wide
and varying explanations as to how the secco had
died.

Using his initiative, he decided to climb the
nearest tree where he then began to search the
area with his bino's. Just when he thought he had
spotted someone in the distance, the wind picked
up and the supporting branch snapped
unceremoniously, dumping the 2IC on his arse 20
feet below. Fortunately, the section commander
heard the breaking branch and was quickly
reunited with his section. The nickname stuck
about as well as the secco did to his section for
the remainder of the exercise.

the year. Perhaps the most interesting of these
was exercise Rampant Rooster, held in Hamilton.
This exercise consisted of tactical IMT training
on Friday and Saturday, culminating in a Nicco
mortar shoot on the Sunday.

Whilst patrolling on the Saturday, pioneer
platoon found a cache of live chickens. About
the same time, both platoons (ie pioneers and
mortars) received a message from CHQ
informing us that the lunch vehicle had been
taken by the enemy (pure coincidence I'm sure).

Anyway, as Mortar Platoon RV'd with pioneers,
all we saw were feathers flying and chickens
losing their heads. Personally, I don't know the
Colonel's 11 secret herbs and spices, and neither
did anyone else in the company!!! In about thirty
minutes, the two platoons managed to turn good,
healthy chickens into rubber. Thank God for
JACK rations!!!

On a more serious note, during 1992 Mortar
Platoon conducted two very

Mortar Platoon returned from K92
1o conduct its first non-continuous
mortar course. This "part time"
course proved very successful
gualifving two mortarmen and
pefreshing another. Additionally,
these  weekends provided an
opporunity for pre-IET trained
soldiers to work towards their
Rifleman qualifications. This
pesulted in all bar two platoon
members being IET qualified by
e end of the year.

Mdorar Platoon attended a number
@ weekend bivouacs throughout

successful range shoots, consisting
of one HE/Nicco shoot and
another Nicco shoot. With
annually decreasing resources, it is
vitally important that we take
every opportunity to train, and use
this time to its full potential.
Mortar Platoon has taken the bull
by the homs in 1992, which has
resulted in an overall increase in
skill within the Platoon. This will
stand us in good stead for the
coming year allowing us to fulfil
our role within the Battalion.
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