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FOREWORD
By
The Commanding Officer
Lieutenant Colonel P.A. Riley, RFD

I stated at the Handover Parade earlier this year that I was acutely aware of my responsibility to
ensure that the good reputation of the Battalion was to be maintained. For my part the challenge
was easily achieved primarily because of the dedication and willingness displayed by all members
of the unit throughout the year.

1991 has been a difficult year in that every effort was made by unit members to increase their
personal readiness level despite the severe restrictions placed upon our available training time. The
constant expectation that we will achieve more with less is a fact of life with which all members of

the unit have coped very well.

Without doubt Ex Hamel Wood the Unit AFE was the highlight of the training year. All objectives
were achieved and the experience levels of all those involved was enhanced considerably in spite of
the extremely difficult weather conditions in which we were operating.

Our Battalion 'Blue Print' for training was fully implemented in June this year and now appears to
have settled down well. Further development of the more advanced courses for our Senior Soldiers
is continuing. I am hopeful that the various training packages will be complete and published by
June 1992. We will then be in the desirable position where we will be able to concentrate fully
upon the conduct of training and the improvement of our capability levels throughout the unit.

Those members of the Battalion who achieved promotion and trade qualifications throughout the
year are to be congratulated on the effort they continue to display.

We have had the opportunity to welcome a number of new faces to the unit during the year, regular
soldiers, recruits and a number of officers. By March 1992 the Officer and SNCO manning of the
Battalion will be complete with all available positions filled.

While 1991 was a year of modest achievements, 1992 is already shaping up to be a very busy year
and once again all members of the Battalion will be required to contribute to the full to ensure that
8/7 RVR grows and becomes more proficient as a vital element of the Australian Defence Force.

It has been a privilege to serve with so many competent members of the unit dedicated to the
advancement of our fine Battalion.
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1991 DIARY : THE YEAR THAT WAS

January

22 Australia Day Parade Training.

26 Australia Day.

29 Officers & Senior NCOs Parade.

February

2-3 Commanding Officer's
Orders Group Ballarat.

> First Parade Night.

12 Parade Night - Handover Parade

15-17 Enemy Party provided for
5/6 RVR at Enfield State Forest

19 Parade Night .

Commanding Officer visited
Mildura.

22-23 Company Weekend Training:
A Company - Wangaratta
B Company - Toolern Vale
Spt Company - Anglesea.

26 Parade Night.

March

1 Army Day.

2-3 Officers & Senior NCOs TEWT
Weekend. Defence at Dean,
near Ballarat.

5 Parade Night.

Commanding Officer visited
Portland.

12 Parade Night.

19 Parade Night.

22-23  Battalion Range Weekend
Puckapunyal.

C Coy Ranges at Red Cliffs,
near Mildura.

26 Parade Night.

CESRF Night at Hamilton.

2931

April

2

67

)

12-13

16

19-20

23

30

45

Easter.

Parade Night.
Officer Training - Engineers.

Parade Night.
Commanding Officer visited
Bacchus Marsh.

B Coy Mechanized Infantry
Training Weekend, Puckapunyal.
4 BDE CPX at Creswick State
Forest.

Parade Night.
CESRF Night at Ballarat.

Field Training Weekend & BFT:
A Company - Wangaratta

C Company - Swan Hill

Spt Company - Warrnambool
Admin Company - Sandow.

Anzac Day Training Night.

ANZAC DAY.

Regimental Colour & Mascot
paraded at Ballarat.

45 Cenotaph Parties within
Battalion area.

Parade Night.
CESREF Night - Maryborough.

Battalion Champion Section
Weekend Wangaratta & CFT
C Company Section.

CPL Kinleyside winner

7th Battalion Church Parade.

Parade Night.

Major General Blake AO, MC
LLand Commander Australia
visited the unit.

Parade Night.
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18-19

21
25
June

1-2

P ‘ e 7-10

11
15-16

22-23
25

July

26-27
August
2-3

4 Brigade CPX at
Enfield State Forest

Parade Night

RAINF Corps Conference at

5/6 RVR

A Coy Mechanized Infantry
Training Weekend, Puckapunyal

Parade Night
CESRF Night at Swan Hill

CESREF Night at Mildura

Support Company Range Training
at Murray Bridge, SA.

Parade Night

2nd Division Military Skills
Weekend.

8/7 RVR third

Parade Night
CESREF Night at Cobram

Junior NCO Training, Ballarat
Parade Night

Parade Night.
Hamel Day
Parade Night

C Company IMT Weekend
Swan Hill

Parade Night
Commanding Officer visited
Maryborough

Parade Night
CESRF Night at Warrnambool

CESREF Night at Portland

Junior Officer Training, Ballarat.

Field Training Weekend

A Company - Wangaratta

B Company - Mt Cole

C Company - Ned Corner

Spt Company - South Australia

6 Parade Night

9 133rd REGIMENTAL BIRTHDAY
76th Anniversary of Battle of
Lone Pine

10-11  Officer Training - Artillery

24 -7  ANNUAL FIELD EXERCISE
HAMEL WOOD
24 August - 7 September

September

17 Parade Night
Mayoral Function

24 Parade Night

28-29  Steyr/Minimi
Introduction Course Puckapunyal
October
| Parade Night
8 Parade Night

12-13  Officer Training - Armour
19-20 4 Brigade Military Skills Weekend

8/7 RVR first
22 Parade Night
29 Parade Night
November

9-10 4 Brigade TEWT
12 Parade Night

19 Parade Night
23-24  2nd Division CPX Ingleburn, NSW.
26 Parade Night

December
3 Parade Night
10 Social Night
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BATTALION HEADQUARTERS

Battalion 2IC:
Major W.A. Wallace

Operations Officer:
Major D. Hasson

Adjutant:
Captain D.S. Clarke

Assistant Adjutant:
Lieutenant B. Martin

Regimental Sergeant Major:
Warrant Officer Class One

N.J. Walliss

Chief Clerk:
Warrant Officer Class Two
S.A. Inglis

1991 saw the arrival of a
new Adjutant, Captain Daryl
Clarke, Assistant Adjutant
2LT Belinda Martin,
Regimental Sergeant Major
WOI1 Norm Walliss and
Chief Clerk WO2 Stuart
Inglis. Major Wallace also
took up the appointment of
Battalion Second-In-
Command.

1991 saw all these people
busy producing either the
Soldiers Handbook, Standing
Orders or copious quantities
of other Instructions or
Orders. After a hectic 1991
it is hoped that 1992 will
allow a bit of breathing
room.

Intelligence Section:

Intelligence Officer:
Lieutenant A. Donovan

Intelligence Sergeants:
Sergeant T. Anderson
Sergeant D. Matthews

Headquarters

Manning:

Corporal Beales
Lance Corporal Paizis
Private Martin
Private McKay
Private Coleman
Private Bell

1991 was a fairly
active year, which saw
the Int/Ops Cell grow
in numbers.

In addition to the

"stayers' of:

OPSO MAJ Bill Wallace,
IO LT Alan Donovan.

OPS SGT Trevor Anderson.
INT CPL Trevor Beales and
PTE Russell (Dinger) Bell,
we had a number of new
arrivals.

Early in the year, Privates
Ross Coleman, Michael
(Lisa)

Martin, Steven Burgess and
Carl McKay were transferred
in. LCPL Lou Jones-Owen
joined as a Re-Enlistee.

PTE Burgess wasn't with us
that long before he found a
job in Melbourne, which
(unfortunately) involved
shift work in the evenings.

Toward the end of the year,
SGT Darren Matthews was
posted as INT SGT and
quickly learned the art of
office desk (the IO's desk)
stealing.

PTE Paizis (Ex CPL on
Enlistment) also joined and
CPL Bill Lochhead
transferred in from 5 Platoon
Bacchus Marsh.

At the Battalion Mill Skills
Section Competition near
Wangaratta on 3-5 May 91,
PTE Martin put on his
Musorian hat and invited
Sections to attack him by
sniping at them.

Meanwhile, CPL Beales was
practising the art of being
thrown to the ground and up
against trees. That Musorian
uniform never looked the
same with all those
bloodstains. Those of us
who saw him come up
smiling have worked out that
he really gets a "kick" out of
rough treatment.

L
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SUPPORT COMPANY

Commander:
Captain P. Keen

Company 2IC:
Captain G. Vagg

Company Sergeant Major:
Warrant Officer Class Two M. Humphries

Training Warrant Officer:
Warrant Officer Class Two P. Croft

Support Company's year began like majority
of ARES establishments. Common questions
on the minds of most people were:

"Are you sure the first parade night is tonight?"
"What's the new Trg WO going to be like?"
"Who will turn up?”

"Who won't turn up?"

"When is the first dammed parade?"

That first night was an eye opener for
everyone involved. Some of the command
elements started to dribble in from 1830
onwards with the majority of the
Warrnambool people arriving by 1945.
Comments were shouted back and forth
dealing with vital issues of the day:

"Jeeze you were pissed on Saterdee".

"What are you doing here? [ thought you weren't
coming back".

"Christ [ only found out about this parade
yesterdee".

As an NCO formed the platoon into a
semblance of order and the roll was called,
half forgotten memories started to surface in
the minds of the diggers and they began to
react to the words of command. On that first
night people attended in various forms of dress
and undress, bilious and unfit. The OC
conducted his welcome back speech and
introduced the new Trg WO. The CSM then
went through his presentation on the dress
code and handed over to the Platoon SGT
who detailed the work needed to be done that
night, which included checks on people past
and present to ascertain who really was still
soldiering

Since that first parade the company has
engaged in an IMT weekend at Anglesea, a
Battalion Range Shoot in Puckapunyal,
provided support to a large number of country
centres on weekend in Wangaratta, a Company
Live Fire Exercise, a Murray Bridge Range
(including mortars, SFMGs, and pioneer
demolitions), a further IMT weekend at
Rennick, and the AFX at Puckapunyal.

For the remainder of the year there is a range
practice planned for November, a Steyr
conversion course, and an intro to the mortar
fire control computer.

As well the company has sponsored the
several activities in the Warmambool Depot
including an APEX white elephant sale,
Salvation Army trade fair, Wunta Car Show, a
SGTs Mess dinner, CESRF night and the
official opening of the J.W.H. Atkinson M.C.
Club.

The year saw a number of changes affecting
the way we do our work. They include the
modulization of training, the rationalisation of
manday usage, and the introduction of a direct
pay computer to the Depot. A saga in its self.
Next year will see more of the same with more
modular packages being run and the addition
of an indoor range being added to the
inventory.

The year has seen a relatively large turnover of
personnel Battalion wide but within the
Company some of the more prominent
changes have been the loss of the followirig
people: LT Ward, WO2 Kinsella, SGT
Batten, SGT Slater, CPL Moutray and LCPL
Wright. The Company's best wishes go with
them in their new ventures.

Throughout the year a large number of people
have attended courses for the furtherance of
their Army careers. All of the members who
participated in courses this year passed and in
some cases passed extremely well. Well done
and keep up the good work.

Despite some initial difficulties the members
of Support Company can look back on the
training year of 1991 with a great deal of pride
and can look forward to 1992 with confidence
in their ability to meet all challenges.
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Assault Pioneer Platoon

Commander:
Sergeant P. Baulch

Platoon Sergeant:
Sergeant A. Sullivan

The events which highlighted the past twelve
months for Aslt Pnr Pl are as varied as you
could wish for.

The beginning of the fresh enthusiasm began
with the "Freedom of the City". Publicity of
the event increased the number of enquiries
regarding enlistment, and by the time the
Freedom was granted approximately fifteen
members were parading in Hamilton.

The next exercise in which Aslt Pnr Pl were
involved was construction of a Viewing
Platform adjacent to Green Hill Lake at
Ararat. WO2 Cuthbert and SGT Baulch spent
the weekend with B Coy who were
conducting their Adventure Training, building
the initial platforms.

The rest of the Platoon was enjoying
Watermanship and Repelling at Portland for
their Adventure Training.

1991 started with three of the newer members
attending and completing IET with Deakin
University Company.

Then for the first time in Hamilton, a Regular
Army Training NCO, Sergeant Allan Sullivan
from 2 CDO Coy arrived in February.
Recruiting was a priority and having the Depot
permanently manned gained instant results.
The size of the Platoon has doubled and with
more activities planned the enthusiasm
continued to grow.

The viewing platform at Ararat was completed
one weekend while a bus load of hopefuls
went to Melbourne for enlistment.

Self defence lessons under the guidance of
SGT Sullivan gave the members of the Platoon
a further opportunity to develop a team spirit,
and a chance to build their confidence in
unarmed defence. This has also assisted in
maintaining a higher level of physical fitness
while learning something new.

and then some.

Exercise Northern Nomad provided SGT
Baulch and Pte Zschech with the opportunity
to travel to Darwin and to experience some of
the hardships of working in the far north.

The importance of water discipline, physical
fitness, communications, and navigation were
highlighted.  Survival techniques and
observation were practiced and reported on so
as to assist later patrols. Fishing was never
part of our army life, but it is now. Those who
were part of the 4 BDE patrol (SPT COY 8/7
RVR) used every minute of the time we had

The Pioneers also displayed equipment and
vehicles at a fundraising day for the purchase
of a new Rescue Unit in Casterton.

The boat race which was the main attraction
was very successful, and the Unimog was used
to winch the boats up the bank of the Glenelg
River. The organising committee are now
planning to add a winch to the new unit as a
result of the demonstration.

This was the first time the Army Reserve had
been on display in any description in
Casterton. It was very well received and at
least set a base for recruiting for at least
twenty years, as there were children
everywhere.

Annual Field Exercise Hamel Wood enabled
the platoon to construct a Command Post for
Bn HQ, and one for Pers Log (Pig Pen). This
gave the pioneers an opportunity to see how to
construct the CPs quickly and yet still
maintain a reasonable amount of OHP, which
would withstand a mortar barrage. The time
constraint required getting the CPs into
operation quickly and development of them
continued until time came to fill them in.




The Pioneers did not chalk up any kills for
their time of Defence of Bn HQ, but a couple
of CPLs and their bosses coming into the area
for patrol briefings came very close. From
what happened on several occasions, it seemed
evident that visiting personnel began to fear
bumping into the Pioneer sector at night. At
least they were shown in and out once ID was
ascertained. Special mentions to CPL Sartori
and CPL Horne.

There have never been more people to advise
on the locality of good, winnable timber
during an Exercise.

Is there anyone who would like to drive with
62 Sunray or 62 Sunray Minor.

Since Hamel Wood the Platoon has furthered
its experience in repelling and has planned
more activities to encourage the members to
stay on during these times of less training
days.

Getting more out of our time together and
making sure that a continuity of at least
gathering together is important so that
members do not lose touch.

As a Platoon there has never been a more
uniform feeling than now. Congratulations to
LCPL Brown, LCPL Pascoe and LCPL
Schultze on gaining promotion this year.

The BANDICOOT (not rat) is alive and well.
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Mortar Platoon

Commander:' 7
Lieutenant N.S. Bailey

Platoon Sergeant:
Sergeant G. Maddocks

For the Mor Pl there has been an ongoing
process of evolution. In the literal sense some
members of the Pl have emerged from the
slime, and have been moulded by the
elements, (eg PHQ, CHQ) and developed into
survivable soldiers. This may have had
something to do with a fitter Trg WO, and the
departure of a slightly overweight Sergeant.
Whatever the cause Mor Pl has undertaken a
fitness lunge.

Mor Pl was probably the only Pl in the Bn to
do a practice CFT a fortnight before the Bn
CFT at Wangaratta as well as a BFT on the
same weekend.

While trying to get the Platoon fitter we have
also undertaken regular unarmed combat
lessons. The highlight of these lessons is
watching the Platoon Commander being used
as the training aid. Repeated demonstrations
of particularly violent attack/defence methods
are usually called for.
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The Platoon has recruited heavily and is in the
process of streaming all the new members,
that is who its safe to turn your back on. At
Ex Hamel Wood we could only field one Mor
Sect. It is hoped that by the end of next year
we can have two sections of Mor on the
ground.

Highlights of Hamel Wood was discovering
that CPL Hand could write, then wishing that
he couldn't. The Platoon Commander would
also like to think that the Platoon was actually
distraught when informed that he was missing
in action. Awards to the Platoon for Hamel
Wood are:

The most laid back MFC - CPL Hirst;
Minty Award - PTE Lenehan; and
I'm just about to do it - PTE Torney.

With the cutbacks, the PI still intends to keep
together. We are organising an unarmed
combat day, and an abseiling day with a social
function afterwards.

On a serious note, Mortar Platoon has worked
hard to fulfil its duties to the Battalion and the
Army. We intend to get some members up to
K92 and anywhere else as far from
Puckapunyal as possible. We will end this
with a piece of CPL Hand's doggerel designed
to make him famous in case of war.

Handy's Pit

Here I sit, alone in my pit.

Contemplating having a sh*t.

There's a plotter board and a CP box, and a pin
up girl with golden locks.

Over the radio a fire mission.

The boss is over me like the Spanish
Inquisition.

The walls are caving in, this is a farce.

[ think it's all just a pain in the arse.

I'm cold as I sit in my crumbling pit

I really should go and have that sh*t

Through the trees the wind it swirls

My only friend the pin up girl.

Now I'm tired and not feeling fit.

Just vegetating here in me pit.

At any moment the enemy could hit.

So I'll just stay here, forever doomed
to sit in my pit.

Signal Platoon

Sig Pl Spt Coy are situated in Goldsmith
Street, Maryborough. We are currently
parading 15 members, consisting of 1 Officer,
3 NCOs and 11 Private Soldiers which make
up a Recruit Section, I ine Section and Signals
Section.

The unit has also been active within the town!
We supplied a guard for ANZAC Day in
Maryborough, Talbot, Carisbrook, and
Majorca. We will also supply a guard for the
reopening of the Memorial Gates at Princes
Park which have been recently restored. This
restoration has been completed by the
Maryborough City Council and our unit who
have spent numerous weekends painting the
gates and surrounding fence.

After many years and repeated requests we
now have a security fence around the depot
and a lockable garage which houses an FFR
Land Rover which is now permanently located
at our unit.

On the whole, the year's training has been
successful as seen on the annual camp where
with a shortage of manpower we were able to
maintain communications for the Battalion.
Next year we hope to be able to send more
people.

Promotions so far have been Rec Raats to Pte
and LCPL Tidyman to CPL.

Commander:
LT D. Clark

Platoon Sergeant:
SGT G. Munro




SFMG Platoon

Commander:
Lieutenant R. Walker

Platoon Sergeant:
CPL G. Exner

During the last 12 month period SFMG PI has
been actively involved in a wide range of both
Battalion and Company activities with the
training covering both infantry minor tactics as
well as the more specialised tasks of the
Sustained Fire Machine Gun Platoon.

Thke highlight of the year for SFMG PI
occurred with our trip to South Australia's
Murray Bridge Range Complex in June where
we combined with the SFMG Pl from 5/6
RVR and conducted some very beneficial
training in conjunction with live shoots by
both day and night.
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Unfortunately during the AFT, (due to poor
attendance) the members of the platoon were
detached to the Pioneer, Signal, and Mortar
Platoons where they had an excellent
opportunity to broaden their knowledge and
improve their skills.

On 1 Oct 91 SFMG PI will be moving from its
current location at the Wool Store building in
Darts Road to a more centralised location in
the Portland township. With the move it is
hoped that recruiting will increase and that we
can look forward to a challenging year of
growth and development.

Further Treasury Plans To Reduce Expenditure On ARES Training Matters

As from 1 Dec 91, the following
measures will be implemented:

1. $10 deposit on all weapons and
control stores issued from
Q store.

2. Coin-in-the-slot machine guns.
(note - new [.A. is now
"check the coin box")

3. Taxi-metered APCs
(triple rate for mtd aslt with
tks on a converging axis)

4. Sigs message - 20c a word, 10c a
word after 9.00 pm.
(Ask about special rates for
FLLASH messages and singing
telegrams.)

5.

a. Arty fire spt options:
Fd Bty conc  $ 40,000
Mdm Bty conc  $ 60,000
Fd Regt conc $110,000 (1)
Mdm Regt conc $170,000 (1)
(1) 1 x Fd Bty superimposed at
no charge!

b. Div Loc Bty rates:
$5 per rd detected
$100 per baseplate located

Engrs rates:
$200 for phoney minefields
$10,000 for the real thing

Intsums

$100 for rumours
$150 for suspicions
$300 for probabilities







