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 Patron:   Patron The Commanding Officer 8/7th Battalion the Royal Victoria Regiment – Lt Col Doug Laidlaw CSC 
 
Presidents Message 
 
It only seems like yesterday that we celebrated New Year and now half the year has gone. We had an 
enjoyable bus trip to Nar Nar Goon. We have gained a good number of new members. In August our 
men and women of 8/7th Battalion (approx90 ) will do their tour of duty in the Solomon Islands. We are 
sure they will carry out their task in a professional manner in which they have been trained. We all trust 
that they will gain valuable experience and return safe and well. We will endeavor to comfort parcels as 
we did in conjunction with the RVR Association when 5/6th Battalion carried out their tour last year. Hope 
all members and their families are fit and well and good luck for the remainder of the year. Remember 
the Warranambool dinner in October and Ballarat in November.  
 
 
 
Dick Wilkie  
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Bus trip to Nar Nar Goon  
 
An enjoyable day was had by the 30 personnel who traveled to the museum at Nar Nar Goon . In the 
absence of Ken Brown, due to illness, John Coull took on the duty of head chef. Morning tea was 
enjoyed en route and the BBQ lunch was most enjoyable.  The museum is fully stocked of all WWI 
equipment from weapons to horse drawn vehicles. A guided tour was conducted by the owner who is 
very knowledgeable. A relaxing trip home finished an enjoyable day. A big thank you to John Coull who 
organized the whole day. 
 
New Members  
 
To start the year rolling we have gained quite a few new members. This will help to maintain a level of 
the Associatation as we had quite a few valued members pass away last year  
 
We welcome  

• Gordon Sterling   Portland 
• Allan Taylor    Portland  
• Peter Malcolm   Portland  
• Darryl Williams   Woolsthorpe 
• Paul Mayman   Ballarat 
• Chris Ducardis   Ballarat 
• Adrian Van Hamond  Ballarat 
• Ian White    Ballarat 
• George Brown   Ballarat 
• Kevin Mc Keegan  Ballarat 
• Christopher Mathison Ballarat 
• Roland Wade  Ballarat 

 
Membership Fees  
 
The membership fees have been static at $10 per year since the Association was formed. We are 
endeavoring to maintain it at $10 as many members cannot attend functions due to their position on the 
map. The three newsletters per year cost us $10 per member. Raffles and sales of ties and badges and 
shirts etc provide the extra money required to run the Association covering stationary, get well cards, 
death notices etc. Donations to the Association have been made and have been greatly appreciated. 
Most other service associations charge $20 - $30 a year membership.  
 
Members in ill health  
If any member knows of another member not in good health or have been injured, please let us know 
and we will send a card and cheerio.   
 
Guest Speaker Ballarat Dinner 2010 
 
The Guest Speaker at the Ballarat Dinner 2010 will be an ex member of the 2RVR John Sonneveld. John 
was a member of 6th Platoon B Company at Maryborough before qualifying at Skyville as a helicopter 
pilot in the late 1960s. John was awarded the distinguished Flying Cross whilst serving in Vietnam.  
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A Joke  
 
A Queensland Jackeroo is overseeing his herd in remote territory when suddenly a brand-new BMW 
advances out of a dust cloud toward him. 
The driver, a young man in a designer suit, Guicci shoes, Ray Ban sunglasses and YSL tie, leans out the 
window and asks the ringer, “If I tell you exactly how many cows and calves you have in your herd, will 
you give me a calf?” 
 
The Jackeroo looks at the man, obviously a yuppie, then looks at his peacefully grazing herd and calmly 
answers, “Sure, why not!” 
 
The yuppie parks his car, whips out his Dell notebook computer, connects it to his Cingular RAZR V3 
mobile phone, and surfs to a NASA page on the Internet, where he calls up a GPS satellite navigation 
system to get an exact fix on his location which he then feeds to another NASA satellite.  That scans the 
area in an ultra-high-resolution photo.  The young man then opens the digital photo in Adobe Photoshop 
and exports it to an image processing facility in Hamburg, Germany. 
Within seconds, he receives an email on his Palm Pilot that the image has been processed and the data 
stored.  He then accesses a MS-SQL database through an ODBC connected Excel spreadsheet with 
email on his Blackberry and, after a few minutes, receives a response.  Finally, he prints out a full-colour, 
150-page report on his hi-tech, miniaturized HP Laser Jet printer and finally turns to the cowboy and 
says, “You have exactly 1,586 cows and calves.” 
 
“That’s right.  Well, I guess you can take one of my calves,” says the ringer. 
 
He watches the young man select one of the animals and looks on amused as the young man stuffs it 
into the boot of his car. 
Then the ringer says to the young man, “Hey, if I can tell you exactly what your business is, will you give 
me back my calf?” 
 
The young man thinks about if for a second and then says, “Okay, why not!” 
“You work for the Australian Government”, says the Jackeroo. 
“Wow! That’s correct,” says the yuppie, “but how did you guess that?” 
“No guessing required” answered the Jackeroo.  “You showed up here even though nobody called you, 
you want to get paid for an answer I already knew, to a question I never asked.  You used all kinds of 
expensive equipment that clearly somebody else paid for, you tried to show me how much smarter than 
me you are, and you don’t know a thing about cows.  This herd is a herd o sheep.  Now give me back my 
dog.” 
 
 
ANZAC Day March Ballarat 
 
The biggest fall in for the Ballart ANZAC day March for the Association was enjoyed in mild weather 
(good for marching). Seventy five personnel marched behind the banner with Ballarat Brass Band 
leading us it made it easy for all to keep in step. The association was lead Lt Col Bert Fry who was CO in 
the mid 1960s. Lt Col Fry has been a member of the Association since it’s introduction. He was nineteen 
years old when he fought on the Kokoda track. After the march thirty members and family enjoyed a get 
together at Sebastopol RSL.  
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A Heart-Warming Story 
 
Here’s a truly heart-warming story about the bond formed between a little 5 year old girl and some 
building workers that makes you believe that we can make a difference when we give a child the gift of 
our time……. 
 
A young family moved into a house, next door to a vacant block. 
One day a building crew turned up to start building a house on the empty block.  The young family’s 5 
year old daughter naturally took an interest in all the activity going on next door and spent much of each 
day observing the workers.  Eventually the builders, all of them gems in the rough, more or less adopted 
her as a kind of project mascot. 
They chatted with her, let her sit with them while they had coffee and lunch breaks, and gave her little 
jobs to do here and there to make her feel important.  At the end of the week they even presented her 
with a pay envelope containing a couple of dollars. 
 
The little girl took this home to her mother who said all the appropriate words of admiration and 
suggested that they take the two dollar ‘pay’  she had received to the bank the next day to start a savings 
account. 
When they got the bank, the teller was equally impressed and asked the little girl how she had come by 
her very own pay cheque at such a young age. 
The little girl proudly replied, “I worked last week with the boys building the house next door to us.”  “My 
goodness gracious,” said the teller, “and will you be working on the house again this week, too?” 
The little girl replied, “I will if those arseholes at Bunnings ever deliver the f*cking Gyprock…..” 
 
Warrnambool and Ballarat Dinners  
 
The Warrnambool Dinner will be held in October and the Ballarat dinner in November. Move details to 
come in September Newsletter  
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Election of Office Bearers for 2010 
 
Name Position 
D Wilkie President 
B McKinnon Vice President 
J Whateley Treasurer 
J Coull Assistant Treasurer 
K Fiscalini Secretary 
L Taylor Committee 
A Douglas Committee 
I Nunn Committee 
B Ackland Committee 
I Archibald Committee 
B Driscoll Committee/Liaison 
J Mack Public Officer 
 

PRESIDENT: D.WILKIE    
SECRETARY: K.FISCALINI    

POSTAL: 8/7 Battalion -2RVR Association 
PO BOX 543W 

BALLARAT 3350 
TREASURER: J C WHATELEY 
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Report from John Coull 
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The Old Warrior himself – Jack Haley 
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Nar Nar Goon Bus Trip  
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Nar Nar Goon Bus Trip  
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Nar Nar Goon Bus Trip  



 -  - 29 
 

 

Nar Nar Goon Bus Trip  
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Maryborough Reunion  
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